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Health Minister's action
at GMC sparks protest

After Rane suspends CMO, medical forums stand with doctor; min clears the air later

RANE ISSUES CLARIFICATION ON INCIDENT

Team Herald

PANJIM: Health Minister
Vishwajit Rane on Saturday
ordered the suspension of
Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
Dr Rudresh Kuttikar at the
Goa Medical College and
Hospital (GMC), Bambolim,
for allegedly behaving
rudely with patients.

The action followed a sur-
prise visit by the Minister to
the GMC. Rane stated that
the suspension was based
on a complaint received
from a journalist regarding
the doctor’s conduct.

Accompanied by a group
of video journalists dur-
ing his visit, the Minister
instructed GMC officials to
issue the suspension order
by Sunday. He announced
that Dr Rudresh would be

El Dourado traders seek independent

Late on&urday, Health Minister Vishwa-
jit Rane put out a clarification on social
media, maintaining that he would not
apologise for “standing up for a patient
who was denied care” but admitted his
tone could have been more measured.
“Yes, as the Health Minister, | did intervene
and | accept that my tone and words could
have been more measured. I'm not above
reflection or criticism. | take full respon-
sibility for how | communicated, and |
assure you, such an approach will not be

repeated,” he said.

“However, what | will not apologise for is
standing up for a patient who was denied

ported.

care. Doctors hold a noble position in
society, and most of them at GMC serve
with great dedication. But when arrogance
seeps into duty, when compassion is re-
placed with indifference, it is my responsi-
bility to take action,” Rane added.

He highlighted public frustration when
basic care is delayed at GMC and stressed
that corrective actions should be sup-

“ did what | did in defence of a helpless,
elderly woman. And | will continue to

speak up, act, and fight for the rights of

he asserted.

every patient who walks into our hospital,”

suspended for two years
pending an inquiry.

Videos of the visit, in-
cluding the suspension mo-
ment, have since gone viral
on social media, prompting

mixed reactions from the
public.

Reacting sharply to the
suspension, the Federation
of All India Medical Associ-
ation (FAIMA) has demand-

inspection of barricaded building

ed an immediate public
apology from the Health
Minister to the CMO and
healthcare workers present
at the scene and has also
called for an independent

inquiry into the alleged
misuse of authority.

“If no action is taken
within the next 72 hours,
FAIMA will be compelled
to launch a nationwide ag-
itation, including mass pro-
tests, symbolic black-badge
duties, and legal redress,’
said FAIMA national presi-
dent Dr Akshay Dongardive.

The Indian Medical Associ-
ation (IMA), Goa State Branch,
also strongly condemned the
Minister’s actions.

“The IMA is deeply dis-

turbed and disappointed by :
the circulating video that :

clearly shows the Health
Minister suspending a senior

doctor from the emergency

department without giving
him a chance to present his
side,” said IMA State presi-
dent Dr Dattaram Desai.

Bastora assault: Bail order adjourned

Team Herald

i MAPUSA: The District and
i Additional Sessions Court-
: I, Mapusa, on Saturday
¢ adjourned the bail appli- .
i cations of three men ar- :
rested in connection with :
i the brutal assault of a cou- :
i ple at the Bastora junction :
: to Monday, June 9. :
i The matter will now be re- :
¢ argued before the newly ap- :
i pointed District Judge-1l and :
i Additional Sessions Judge, :
i Apurva Nagvenkar, following :
: the transfer of District Judge :
i and Additional
i Judge Ram Prabhudessai.
Mapusa Police, who are
: conducting the investiga- :
i tion, have so far arrested :
i Adv Kaushal Shetye (32),:
: Ranganath Shetye (55), and :
¢ Vinod Shetye alias Shetkar :
i (47),allresidents of Tambdi :
i Mati, Moira. They have been :
i accused of assaulting Vivek :
Shirodkar and his wife :
Shruti, residents of Nachi- :
¢ nola, on the night of June 2. !
i The trio have been re- :
manded in police custody :
¢ for five days and will be :
¢ produced before the Judi- :
¢ cial Magistrate First Class
(JMFC), Mapusa, on Mon- |
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day for further remand.
Police are still on the
lookout for other assailants
involved in the attack, who
remain at large. The weap-

ons used in the crime are
yet to be recovered, and
investigators are probing
the source from which the
weapons were procured.

Sessions :

Ministry Of Health Of Russia
SMOLENSK STATE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY, RUSSIA

Invites Indian students for direct Government Admissions
Recognized by India, WHO, USA & UK, Min. Qual. 50% in XIl in PCB
Satisfies all requirements of NMC of India

UNIVERSITY — 105 years old Medical University. The University is situated in
the center of the Smolensk city. Smolensk is situated 380 km west of Moscow.
Very high standards of education, strict disciplinary system. 2170 Indian
students (960 Girls) studying, 244 getting degree in 2025. Duration 6 years
including internship and License. English Medium in all years, Closed type
campus system, 8 attached hospitals (9000 Beds).
MCI SCREENING TEST - Our graduates of 2008 to 2024 have given BEST)|
results among graduates of all foreign medical colleges (Official web sites of|
Indian Embassy, Moscow and NBC conducting Screening Test confirm this).
Dr. Aadi Morakhia, our graduate of 2023, has topped Screening Test 2023.
SPECIALHOSTELS ONLY FORINDIAN STUDENTS (BESTHOSTELS IN
RUSSIA) 2 and 4 seated big rooms, separate hostels for boys and girls.
INDIAN MESS - Mess with Indian food cooked by Indian cooks.
Fee (Tuition+Hostel+Med.Ins.) — USD 6000 (Approx. Rs. 5,10,000/-) per year
and one time payment of Rs.1,50,000/- (By Bank Draft only) which includes —
Admission procedure, invitation letter, student visa, air ticket Delhi - Moscow.

Scholarship to all Indian students.

Bank loans are available from Indian banks.

Contact: DR. ALOK AERON +7 9605805555 (Russia)
Official web site: www.sgmu.info
Instagram: @sgmu.info
Admission details: admission.sgmu.live
INFORMATION CENTERS: (These are parents of our students)
Margao: Mr. Desai — 9850466525, Ponda: Mr. Chodankar — 8010274925
Mapusa: Mr. Kauthankar — 9823674160

Curchorem: Mrs. Naik — 9130630410, Cuncolim: Mr. Dessai — 9850785115
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PANJIM: The ten traders occupying the
El Dourado building, which has been cor-
doned off by the Corporation of the City
of Panaji (CCP), have urged the compe-
tent authority to allow them to inspect
the building through an independent
technical expert.

The request was made by Adv Raunaq Rao,
representing the traders during the hearing
of the appeal before Secretary (Urban De-
velopment) Sanjay Goel, IAS, who is also the
competent authority, on Friday.

The matter has been adjourned for an or-
der on June 13.

Adv Rao said, “We have requested the
competent authority to give us a chance to
inspect the building through an independ-
ent technical expert. The CCP has barricad-
ed the building based on the report of the
Goa Engineering College, Farmagudi, and
we were not given the chance to file ob-
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jections. Also, our premises have not been :
inspected from inside. We are condemned :
without being heard.” :

Adv Rao further pointed out that, since
the time of the erstwhile Panjim Municipal :
Council, notices have been issued to trad- :
ers asking them to vacate the premises. :
He recalled that in 1990, technical expert :
Karandikar had certified that the building :
was safe and stable for the next 44 years. :
The building was constructed in 1969. :

He stated that in October last year, the :
CCP carried out a structural analysis of the !
building secretly and without informing :
the traders. Not a single premises was in- :
spected from the inside.

Earlier, on May 27, the competent au- ;
thority declined to stay the impugned :
order of the CCP Commissioner dated :
May 21, directing traders to vacate the :
building. However, the ten traders have :
filed a writ petition challenging the order :
passed by the authority. :
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University

B. Tech Computer Science & Engineering | BBA,
BBA (Hons.) | MBA | D. Pharm | B. Pharm | BCA, BCA (Hons.)
MCA | BPT | GNM, B.Sc. Nursing | B.Sc., B.Sc (Hons.) | M.Sc

Award Winning
Education from Gujarat is
coming soon in Goa
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Coming Soon to ® Quepem, Goa!
(Proposed)

Proposed Programs:

NIRF TOP

INNOVATIONS RANKING

SO A

’ Notified as

¥ By the Government

N A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AR A AT ATATAY

©

Mr. Roy D’Silva

CUNCOLIM INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION

Best Wishes:

Shri Digambar Kamat
MLA, Margao Constituency & Ex Chief Minister of Goa.

On being elected as the
President

of

Mrs. Asha Kamat,

Mr. Yogiraj Kamat
President Goa Swimming Association & President BPS Sports Club.

Mrs. Neha Kamat, Mr. Shekhar Bandekar
Mrs. Pratima Bandekar, Mrs. Helen D’Silva
Mr. Ronan D’Silva, Mr. Ethan D’Silva,

Mr. Abhijit Naik
Owner, DNA Health & Fitness Goa & Nucleus Nutrition Store, Margao.

Mr. Sumeet Prabhugaonkar, Mr. Rudresh Kedari

w<>/M"' Stephen Shakti, Mr. Shashank Samant, Mr. Raj Valekar\.<>§>/
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gth June 2025, 10:00am Onwards
Rajiv Gandhi Kala Mandir, Ponda Goa
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