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PTI, NEW DELHI: India's 
active Covid case tally 
crossed the 5,000 mark 
with Kerala remaining the 
most affected state followed 
by Gujarat, West Bengal 
and Delhi, according to the 
Union Health Ministry data 
released on Friday.

In view of the increase 
in cases, the Centre is 
conducting mock drills to 
check  facility-level prepar-
edness for COVID-19.  

All states have been in-
structed to ensure availa-
bility of oxygen, isolation 
beds, ventilators, and es-
sential medicines in view 
of rising cases of Covid.

There are 5,364 active 
cases in India and four 
fresh deaths have been re-
ported in the last 24 hours. 

Official sources have 
maintained that most cases 
are mild and managed un-
der home care. 

Since January this year, 55 
deaths have been reported 
in the country. There were a 

total of 257 active patients in 
the country on May 22.

A series of technical re-
view meetings were held on 
June 2 and 3 under chair-
personship of Dr Sunita 
Sharma, Director General 
of Health Services (DGHS) 
with representatives of 
Disaster Management Cell, 
Emergency Management 
Response (EMR) Cell, Na-
tional Centre for Disease 
Control (NCDC), Indian 
Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR), Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme 
(IDSP) and Central Govern-
ment Hospitals in Delhi and 
with representatives from 
all states and UTs to evalu-
ate the current COVID-19 
situation and preparedness 
measures.

Official sources on June 4 
said that State and District 
surveillance units under 
IDSP are closely monitor-
ing Influenza Like Illness 
(ILI) and Severe Acute Res-
piratory Illness (SARI).

Active Covid cases in 
India cross 5,000-mark

AFP, JERUSALEM, UNDE-
FINED: Israel's military an-
nounced Friday the deaths 
of four soldiers in Gaza, 
saying it needed thousands 
more troops to press its 
offensive, just as the pre-
mier's coalition faces the 
prospect of collapse over 
ultra-Orthodox conscrip-
tion.

News of the soldiers' 
deaths came as Gaza's civil 
defence agency reported 
38 killed Friday in Israeli 
attacks across the terri-
tory, where Palestinians 
observed the Eid al-Adha 
holiday under the shadow 
of war for a second consec-
utive year.

Military spokesman Effie 
Defrin said the four soldiers 
were killed as they "were 
operating in the Khan Yu-

nis area, in a compound 
belonging to the Hamas ter-
rorist organisation".

"Around six in the 
morning, an explosive de-
vice detonated, causing 
part of the structure to 
collapse," he said, adding 
that five other soldiers 
were wounded, one of 

them severely.
The deaths bring to 429 

the number of Israeli sol-
diers killed in Gaza since 
the start of the ground 
offensive in late October 
2023.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu extended his 
condolences to the soldiers' 

families, saying they "sacri-
ficed their lives for the safe-
ty of all of us".

Israel recently stepped 
up its Gaza campaign in 
what it says is a renewed 
push to defeat Hamas, 
whose October 7, 2023 at-
tack sparked the war.

Asked by a reporter 
about the issue of ul-
tra-Orthodox conscrip-
tion, which has emerged 
as a thorn in the side of 
Netanyahu's government, 
Defrin said "this is the 
need of the moment, an 
operational necessity".

The army was short 
around 10,000 soldiers, 
he added, including about 
6,000 in combat roles, add-
ing that "tens of thousands 
more notices will be issued 
in the upcoming draft cycle".

Israel army declares 4 
soldiers killed in Gaza

PTI, MUMBAI: Reserve 
Bank Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra on Friday said the 
India-Pakistan conflict, 
following the Pahalgam at-
tack in which 26 civilians 
were killed, had negligible 
impact on economic activ-
ity.

After the terror attack 
in Pahalgam on April 22, 
in which 26 people were 
killed, Indian armed forces 
launched Operation Sin-

door and hit terror infra-
structure in Pakistan.

Indian armed forces on 
May 7 carried out missile 
strikes on nine terror tar-
gets in Pakistan and Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir, 
including the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad stronghold of 
Bahawalpur and Lash-
kar-e-Taiba's base in Mu-
ridke.

In retaliation, Pakistan, 
too, launched its offensive 

and bordering districts 
were affected.

"The conflict... had a very, 
very limited, negligible im-
pact on economic activity. 
It did have some impact 
for those days, especially 
in northern India, airports 
being closed, air passen-
ger traffic did certainly 
decrease, but there was no 
major supply chain disrup-
tion, etc," he said.

So, he said, it does not 

have any impact on eco-
nomic activity, growth, in-
flation.

For few days, he said, 
"Prices in those regions, 
those sectors, had gone 
up, but it has all normal-
ised. It does not have 
any major impact on the 
economy."

On the recent rise in 
Covid-19 cases, he said it is 
not a matter of concern as 
of now.

Indo-Pak conflict had very negligible impact 
on economic activity: RBI Governor


