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Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar being welcomed by 
Himachal Pradesh Governor 
Shiv Pratap Shukla and CM 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu upon 
his arrival in Shimla

Indian Military Academy 
Commandant Lt Gen 
Nagendra Singh presents 
the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University degrees to 
cadets in Dehradun

 A nearly century-
old historic railway 
institute building being 
demolished in Danapur 
Station area in Patna 
district

RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra arrives for the 
post-monetary policy 
press conference where he 
discussed developments in 
India's banking, in Mumbai
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Telugu actor Akhil Akkineni, son of Nagarjuna and Amala 
Akkineni, gets married to Zainab Ravdjee, in Hyderabad

Narrow escape for Odisha minister after his 
vehicle collides with truck
BHUBANESWAR: Odisha Food, Supplies and Consumer 
Welfare Minister K C Patra had a narrow escape on 
Friday after his car collided head-on with a truck at 
Barang in Cuttack district, police said. The incident 
took place at Sandhapur Square on the Banki Main 
Road when Patra was on his way to Bhubaneswar, they 
said. Though no one was injured in the accident, Patra's 
car suffered damages on the front portion, Inspector-
in-Charge of Barang police station, Debendra Biswal, 
said. “The minister and his driver are unhurt and safe. 
He used another vehicle and returned to Bhubaneswar,” 
Biswal said.The police have impounded the truck and 
detained its driver, the officer added. 

3 cow smugglers held after encounter 
in UP's Meerut
MEERUT: Three suspected cow smugglers were 
arrested after an overnight encounter with police 
in Meerut's Bhavanpur area, officials said on Friday. 
One of the accused, Shoaib, was injured in police 
firing and taken to a hospital. Bhavanpur Police 
Station SHO Kuldeep Kumar Singh said the operation 
was launched after two cow heads were found in 
a vacant plot near Gokuldham Society on June 1. 
On the intervening night of June 5 and 6, police 
intercepted three suspects on a motorcycle near 
Ladpura village, but they opened fire. In self-defence, 
the police fired in retaliation, he said. "Shoaib and 
his accomplices, Abdul Ahad and Shajid alias Fasil, 
were taken into custody. During interrogation, they 
confessed to slaughtering stray cattle after sedating 
them and selling the meat," he said. The accused 
have prior cases under the Cow Slaughter Act, Arms 
Act, and Gangsters Act. A country-made pistol and a 
numberless Pulsar bike were recovered, he added. 
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PTI, GANGTOK:A total of 
44 stranded tourists were 
evacuated from Chaten in 
north Sikkim on Friday, 
bringing to a close the res-
cue efforts of people stuck 
in the landslide-hit area 
for the day, officials said.

The rescue efforts re-
sumed in the morning, 
with helicopters airlifting 
the stranded tourists from 
Chaten, they said.

"A total of 44 people 
have been evacuated from 
Chaten, north Sikkim, to-
day through multiple sor-
ties by helicopters," an of-
ficial said.

Among those evacuat-
ed, 17 are local residents, 
he said.

“With the successful 
completion of this round, 
all stranded tourists have 
now been evacuated from 
Chaten. Following this, 
the evacuation operation 
has officially been called 
off for the day,” the offi-
cial said.

The state government 
had earlier said that 64 
people were awaiting 

evacuation in Chaten.
All evacuees have been 

safely brought to Green-
field Airport, Pakyong, 
from where they will be 
taken to Gangtok by bus, 
he said.

Arrangements will also 
be made to bring back lo-
cal residents who may still 
be stranded in the area, 
the official said.

The administration con-
tinues to monitor the sit-
uation and remains com-
mitted to extending all 
necessary support to the 
disaster-hit region and its 
people, he said.

Altogether, 63 stranded 
people, mostly tourists, 
were on Thursday evacu-
ated by helicopters from 
Chaten, which was hit by 
a landslide earlier this 
week, the officials said.

The evacuation opera-
tion was called off due to 
inclement weather and 
challenging terrain on 
Thursday.

Three army personnel 
were killed, six soldiers 
went missing and several 

others were injured after 
a landslide hit a military 
camp at Chaten on the 

evening of June 1. Efforts 
are underway to locate the 
missing soldiers. 

44 stranded tourists evacuated from 
landslide-hit Chaten in north Sikkim

PTI, SRINAGAR: Political 
parties, cutting across affili-
ations and ideologies, Friday 
welcomed the Kashmir rail 
link inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
hoping for a boost in trade 
and tourism in the valley.  

The ruling National Con-
ference (NC) termed the rail 
link a good start.

"It is a good start for us. It 
will help ease the difficulties 
we have faced in transporta-
tion, and tourism and other 
sectors," NC leader and MLA 
Pampore, Justice Hasnain 
Masoodi (retd), told report-
ers here.

He also at the same time 
said the rights and consti-
tutional guarantees of the 
people of J-K must also be 

honoured.
"The train has chugged, 

but the promises also need 
to be kept. The old prom-
ises, made when we joined 
hands with them, should be 
honoured," the former Lok 
Sabha MP said, referring to 
the promises made with the 
people of J-K at the time of 
accession.

"This vehicle can only 
move forward well when 
both of its tyres – develop-
ment and political aspira-
tions – run well. Then only 
can the whole nation bene-
fit," he added.

PDP president Mehbooba 
Mufti welcomed the train to 
Kashmir, terming the pro-
ject a culmination of what so 
many governments worked 

on and capped by the Modi 
government.

"We welcome the train. 
The work had been on for 
the past 40 years, ever since 
Indira Gandhi started the 
Jammu-Udhampur railway 
link in 1983. All governments 
have worked on this project, 
and Modi has completed it. It 
was very difficult, but he has 
done it, and people are happy 
with it," Mufti said.

Reacting to the prime 
minister's address in Ka-
tra, the former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister said 
she was happy that Modi 
acknowledged the people's 
categorical denunciation of 
terrorism in the aftermath 
of the April 22 Pahalgam 
terror attack.

Kashmir rail link melts 
political divide 

The Udhampur–Srinagar–Baramulla rail link connects the Kashmir Valley with the rest of 
India, linking the towns of Udhampur, Srinagar, and Baramulla

ASSAM FLOOD SITUATION REMAINS BLEAK, 
OVER 5.6 LAKH AFFECTED

PTI, GUWAHATI/MORIGAON: The flood situa-
tion in Assam continued to be critical with over 
5.6 lakh people reeling under the deluge in 
16 districts, an official bulletin said on Friday. 
The toll in this year's floods and landslides 
stands at 21, with two more deaths reported 
on Thursday. Wildlife has also been affected 
with nearly 70 per cent of the Pobitora Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Morigaon district facing inunda-
tion, an official said. The Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre, Guwahati, has forecast thun-
derstorms and lightning at isolated places in 
18 districts of the state for Friday. 

PM Modi to 
attend G7 
Summit in 

Canada
PTI, NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday said he will be 
attending the G7 Summit 
later this month in Cana-
da and that he looked for-
ward to meeting his newly 
elected Canadian counter-
part Mark Carney.

PM Modi thanked Car-
ney for an invite to the 
Summit, scheduled be-
tween June 15-17 in Ka-
nanaskis, in a telephone 
call he received from the 
Canadian prime minister.

Modi said on X, "Glad to 
receive a call from Prime 
Minister Mark Carney of 
Canada. Congratulated 
him on his recent election 
victory and thanked him 
for the invitation to the 
G7 Summit in Kananaskis 
later this month.

"As vibrant democra-
cies bound by deep peo-
ple-to-people ties, India 
and Canada will work to-
gether with renewed vig-
our, guided by mutual re-
spect and shared interests. 

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Friday al-
lowed the National Board 
of Examination (NBE) to 
conduct on August 3, the 
NEET-PG 2025 exam in one 
shift in line with the top 
court's directions.

A bench of Justices 
Prashant Kumar Mishra 
and Augustine George 

Masih, which initially ques-
tioned the over two-month 
window sought by the NBE 
for holding the examina-
tion, said the board's plea 
appeared to be "bonafide".

The top court, however, 
clarified no further time 
would be granted to NBE 
for holding NEET-PG 2025 
examination.

The NBE referred to the 
May 30 order of the top 
court and said for holding 
the simultaneous examina-
tions all over in one shift 
required about 1,000 ex-
amination centres.

The plea said it would hold 
the examination, scheduled 
on June 15 between 9 am 
and 12.30 pm on August 3.  

SC allows NBE to hold NEET-PG 
2025 exam on Aug 3

 Udhampur–Srinagar– 
Baramulla rail link
STRATEGIC CONNECTIVITY

 Connects Kashmir Valley to the Indian 
Rail Network for the first time ever

 Ensures all-weather, all-terrain access 
to and from Jammu &amp; Kashmir
ENGINEERING FEATS
CHENAB RAIL BRIDGE

 Tallest railway bridge in the world 
(359m high — taller than Eiffel Tower)

 Icon of Indian engineering on the 
Chenab River
ANJI KHAD BRIDGE

 India’s first cable-stayed railway bridge
 Built over challenging terrain between 

Katra and Reasi
 Modern, high-speed rail integration

 Vande Bharat Express services intro-
duced between Katra and Srinagar

 High-speed, air-conditioned, semi-
high-speed train improving travel time 
and comfort
CHALLENGING TERRAIN MASTERED

 Tunnels and bridges built across dif-
ficult mountainous stretches

 Includes largest transportation tunnel 
in India (T-49, ~12.75 km long)
WEATHER-PROOF MOBILITY

 Resolves issues of roadblocks due to 
snowfall, landslides, highway closures

 Reduces dependency on costly and 
limited flight options
DECADES IN THE MAKING

 Conceived in early 2000s
 Now fully operational in 2025, 

connecting Udhampur to Baramulla 
seamlessly

GIGANTIC PROJECT


