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AP, PRYLUKY (UKRAINE): 
At least five people, includ-
ing a 1-year-old child, his 
mother and grandmother, 
were killed Thursday in a 
nighttime Russian drone 
attack on the northern 
Ukrainian city of Pryluky, 
officials said.

Six drones hit a residen-
tial area in the city shortly 
before dawn, injuring nine 
others, according to au-
thorities. The child killed 
was the grandson of the 
local fire chief, Ukraine's 
Interior Minister Ihor Kly-
menko said.

The fire chief, identi-
fied by local officials as 
50-year-old Oleksandr 
Lebid, "arrived to respond 
to the aftermath right at 
his own home,” Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said in a post 
on Telegram. “It turned 
out that a Shahed drone 
hit his house.”

The attack came just 

hours after US President 
Donald Trump spoke by 
phone with Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin. Ac-
cording to Trump, Putin 
said “very strongly” that 
Russia will retaliate for 
Ukraine's stunning drone 
attacks on Russian military 
airfields on Sunday.

US-led diplomatic ef-
forts to stop the more 
than 3-year-long war have 
delivered no significant 
progress, and the grinding 
war of attrition has contin-
ued unabated.

The mother of the 
1-year-old killed in Pryluky 
was a police officer called 
Daryna Shyhyda, Ukraine's 
National Police said.

“Today our hearts are 
scorched by pain,” the po-
lice force wrote on Tele-
gram. “This is not just a 
loss — it is three genera-
tions of life uprooted.”

Liudmyla Horbunova, 
55, who lives across the 

street from where the Sha-
hed drone hit, said Shyhy-
da had moved with her son 
last weekend to her par-
ents' house from her home 
in Kyiv because she was 
scared of potential Russian 
attacks on the capital.

“She ran away from 
Shaheds in Kyiv, but they 
found her here, in Pry-
luky,” Horbunova told The 
Associated Press.

Firefighters worked 
through charred debris 
and extinguished the re-
mains of a fire that en-
gulfed the home of Shyhy-
da's parents, leaving only 
a brick carcass and scat-
tered toys, clothes and a 
family photo book.

Pryluky, which had a 
prewar population of 
around 50,000 people, 
lies about 100 km east of 
Kyiv, the capital. The city 
is far from the front line 
and does not contain any 
known military assets.
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