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VASCO: Posing as CBI and 
MIDC police officers, an 
unidentified group of indi-
viduals allegedly cheated a 
woman residing at Verna of 
Rs 4.04 lakh.

The incident occurred 
on December 30 last year 
at Verna, when fraudsters 
contacted the complainant 
via WhatsApp video call.

The fraudsters told the 
complainant that her cell 
phone number, linked to 
her Aadhaar Card, was in-
volved in illegal activities 

such as receiving and con-
cealing in money launder-
ing, human trafficking, and 
kidnapping. They further 
falsely informed her that 
an FIR had been registered 

against her. To further in-
timidate her, one of the 
fraudsters posing as a CBI 
officer showed an ID card 
and sent a fabricated arrest 
warrant and seizure order.

The accused demanded 
money to prove her inno-
cence, and threatened to ar-
rest her and her minor daugh-
ter if she did not comply.

Fearing for her safety, 
the woman originally from 
Gujarat made three sepa-
rate payments totalling Rs 
4,04,998 through UPI and 
bank transfers.

The Verna Police registered 
the case against unknown 
persons under BNS and IT 
Act. Verna PI Anand Shirodkar 
is conducting investigations 
under the guidance of Mor-
mugao DySP Gurudas Kadam.
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FRESH START

Students of St Xavier’s on their way home after the first day of classes on Wednesday. 
Schools and colleges across Goa reopened for the academic year 2025-06

HERALD PIC

Verna resident booked for firing gunshots
MARGAO: The Verna Police registered an offence against 
53-year-old Cedric Menezes Gama, a resident of Verna, for 
allegedly firing three gunshots. According to the police, 
Wilfred Menezes Gama from Verna, filed a complaint 
stating that on June 3, at Verna, his elder brother, Cedric, 
threatened him due to a strained relationship. The 
complainant further alleged that Cedric then produced 
his licenced firearm and discharged it three times, thereby 
acting rashly and negligently and endangering the life and 
safety of the complainant, his family, and others in the 
vicinity. The police registered the offence under Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita and Arms Act. PSI Rajdatt Arsekar is currently 
investigating the case.

Colva Police book four for sexual assault 
MARGAO: The Colva Police registered a case of alleged 
sexual assault against four persons based on a complaint 
lodged by a woman. 
According to police, four individuals, including two 
suspected advocates, have been named in the complaint, 
which was initially received by the Crime Branch in Panjim 
from the victim, who is currently in judicial custody at 
Colvale jail. Her detailed statement is pending.
The victim, arrested previously by the Crime Branch under 
the NDPS Act, was produced in court, and a remand was 
recently taken. Her complaint was recorded by the Crime 
Branch and forwarded to Colva police for investigation, 
leading to the registration of the offense on Tuesday. The 
Crime Branch instructed Colva police, who subsequently 
registered the offence. Lady PSI Varshada Naik Dessai has 
registered the case under BNS, and the investigation is on.

Uttar Pradesh peeping Tom arrested 
MARGAO: The Curchorem Police arrested Sachin Kumar, 
27, from Uttar Pradesh for allegedly peeping at a minor girl 
through a ventilator in a changing room at a private farm in 
Kirlapal-Dabal, Curchorem. The accused had been working 
at the farm for a month. Police registered a case under BNS 
2023 and Goa Children Act 2003. After being produced 
before JMFC Quepem, the accused has been remanded 
in 14 days of judicial custody and sent to Colvale jail. 
According to the police, the incident occurred on June 3, 
2025, when a family visited the farm in Dabal. After bathing, 
the minor girl went to the ladies’ washroom and found the 
accused looking through the ventilator. She cried for help, 
and her family members rushed to her aid. 

shorttakes

The complainant was told her Aadhaar-linked number 
was involved in illegal activities and that an FIR had been 
filed against her

A fraudster posed as a CBI officer, showed a fake ID, and 
sent a fabricated arrest warrant and seizure order

The accused demanded money, threatening to arrest her 
and her daughter if she didn't pay

Fearing for her safety, the woman made three payments 
totalling Rs 4,04,998

CBI ‘imposters’ extort over
Rs 4 lakh from Verna woman

FAKE ARREST THREAT
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MARGAO: A troubling 
pattern of marine wild-
life casualties continues 
to plague Goa's coastline, 
with environmentalists 
demanding systemic pol-
icy reforms as individual 
rescue efforts prove insuf-
ficient to address the esca-
lating crisis.

Recent strandings 
at Hollant and Agonda 
beaches highlight the se-
verity of the situation. A 
live spinner dolphin, a 
deep-water species rare-
ly seen in coastal waters, 
was discovered with mul-
tiple cuts believed to be 
from trawl nets, indicating 
the animal was injured 
offshore before becoming 
disoriented and washing 
ashore. The dolphin’s sur-
vival chances remain un-
certain given its deep-wa-
ter nature and injuries. 

Simultaneously, a sea 
turtle was found alive at 
Agonda beach, likely driven 
ashore by rough weather, 
and is receiving Forest De-
partment treatment.

These incidents represent 
the latest additions to an 
alarming surge of strandings 
witnessed over the past two 
to three months. Multiple 
marine species, including 
Humpback Dolphins and 

Call for action, policy reforms to 
protect marine wildlife in Goa

Finless Porpoises—typically 
near-shore dwelling coastal 
species—have been washing 
up dead along Goa’s beaches. 
The Forest Department has 
been conducting post-mor-
tem examinations, with pre-
liminary findings pointing to 
human-related activities as 
primary factors.

Marine wildlife conser-
vationists express frustra-
tion over the conspicuous 
absence of marine life pro-
tection measures in the 
recently released Goa State 
Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan 2025-2030. 
This oversight represents a 
critical gap in environmen-
tal planning, particularly 
given the interconnected 
nature of marine conserva-
tion challenges.

Environmental advocates 
are calling for comprehen-
sive measures including 
stricter fishing regulations, 
enhanced vessel traffic 
management, and dedicat-
ed marine protected areas. 

Without systematic in-
tervention addressing un-
derlying causes of marine 
wildlife injuries and deaths, 
Goa's marine biodiversity 
faces continued degrada-
tion, threatening both eco-
logical integrity and the 
sustainable future of coastal 
communities dependent on 
healthy marine ecosystems.

Swimming, entry to 
waterfalls banned 

in South Goa 
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PANJIM: The District Magis-
trate of South Goa, Margao, 
has issued an order prohibit-
ing swimming, bathing or en-
tering waterfalls, abandoned 
quarries, rivers, lakes and 
similar natural water bodies 
across the district until fur-
ther notice. 

Violators will face action 
under Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023. 

Fire-fighting 
equipment at 

Panjim market 
to be inspected 
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PANJIM: The Directorate of 
Fire and Emergency Servic-
es will inspect the fire-fight-
ing equipment at the Pan-
jim market on June 12. 

The inspection, sched-
uled to begin around 11 
am, will be conducted in 
collaboration with the 
Corporation of the City of 
Panaji (CCP). This will be 
the first inspection of the 
system by the department 
in the last five years.
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PANJIM: PSI Ajit Umarye of 
the Panjim Coastal Police 
Station stated that the fire 
which destroyed a 60-seat 
boat near the Malim jetty 
does not appear to be the re-
sult of sabotage. 

The recent incident in-
volving the MV Kayat 734 
occurred between 4.45 and 
5 am.  Some staff members 
were residing nearby when 
the fire broke out. The 
boat was mainly used for 
pre-wedding events and 
photo shoots. 

Boat fire: Police rule 
out sabotage 
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