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PTI, NEW DELHI:  India 
and the UK on Tuesday held 
extensive talks boosting co-
operation in areas such as 
defence and security, coun-
ter-terrorism, and green 
energy.  The two sides dis-
cussed ways to expand the 
ties at the 17th India-UK 
foreign office consultations 
(FOC) and first strategic 
exports and technology co-
operation dialogue. The In-
dian delegation was led by 
Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri while the UK side 
was headed by Sir Oliver 
Robbins, Permanent Un-
der-Secretary (PUS) at For-
eign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office.

In the FOC meeting, Misri 
conveyed India's appreci-
ation for the British gov-
ernment's solidarity and 
support to India in its fight 
against terrorism.

India and the UK are 
comprehensive strategic 
partners.

"The FOC provided an 
opportunity to review and 
discuss the entire gamut 
of bilateral relations. Both 

sides welcomed the con-
clusion of the India-UK free 
trade agreement and dou-
ble contribution conven-
tion," the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) said.

Last month, India and the 
UK sealed a landmark free 
trade agreement that will 
benefit 99 per cent Indian 
exports from tariff and will 
make it easier for British 
firms to export whisky, cars 
and other products to India 
besides boosting overall 
trade basket.

Along with the FTA -- the 
biggest the UK has done 
since leaving the European 
Union -- the two sides also 
sealed a double contribu-
tion convention.

In their talks, Misri and 
Robbins discussed ways to 
strengthen cooperation in 
trade, investment and fi-
nancial sector, defence and 
security, counter-terror-
ism, technology, science, 
innovation, green energy, 
climate, health, education, 
and people-to-people re-
lations, the MEA said in a 
statement.

India, UK discuss 
ways to boost ties in 

key sectors

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Facing 
allegations of fudged voter 
turnout figures, the Elec-
tion Commission on Tues-
day said it is introducing a 
technology-driven system 
to provide timely updates 
on approximate voting 
percentage data which 
"significantly" reduces the 
time lag associated with 
the present method. The 
EC said that the present 
manual method would lead 
to delays creating "misper-
ceptions".

The EC's announcement 
comes months before Bihar 
goes to polls later this year.

Under the initiative, the 
presiding officer (PRO) of 
each polling station will 
now be directly entering 
voter turnout on the new 
ECINET application every 
two hours on polling day to 
reduce the time lag in the 
updation of the approxi-
mate polling trends. 

This will be automat-
ically aggregated at the 

constituency level. The ap-
proximate voting percent-
age data will continue to be 
published every two hours 
as before, the poll authority 
said.

"Notably, voter turnout 
data will now be entered 
into ECINET by PROs im-
mediately after the close 
of poll, before they leave 
the polling station. It will 
reduce the delays and en-
sure that the approximate 
percentage of votes polled 
be available on the

updated voter turnout 
app constituency-wise af-
ter the end of polls subject 
to network

connectivity," it said. 
Under the Conduct of 

Elections Rules, 1961, 
PROs are required to fur-
nish Form 17C, detailing 
the account of votes re-
corded, to polling agents, 
who are nominated by the 
candidates and are present 
at the polling station at the 
close of poll. 

EC to streamline 
system for real-time 

voter turnout updates

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
National Board of Exami-
nation has moved the Su-
preme Court seeking to 
conduct on August 3, the 
NEET-PG 2025 exam in one 
shift in line with the top 
court's directions.  
   The National Board of 
Examination's (NBE) plea 
said it would hold the ex-
amination, scheduled to 
take place on June 15, be-
tween 9 am and 12.30 pm. 
The NBE's plea, among 
other things, sought the 
top court's "permission 
to schedule the NEET PG 
2025 on August 3, 2025 
which is the earliest pos-
sible available date given 
by its technology partner, 
i.e., M/s Tata Consultan-
cy Services Ltd. (TCS) in 
accordance with the di-
rections passed by this 
vide order dated May 30, 
2025".

The plea said that NBE 
had previously decided 
to postpone the NEET-PG 

exam, initially scheduled 
on June 15, following the 
Supreme Court's direction 
to hold it in a single shift 
instead of double shifts.

On May 30, the apex 
court chastised the NBE 
decision to hold the exam 
in two shifts.

The NBE informed the 
top court that soon af-
ter the May 30 order, it 
informed TCS about the 
top court's directive in 
an email sent at around 
1:21 pm.

"TCS was requested to 
confirm the availability of 
the adequate number of 
test centers, feasible for 
conducting the exam in 
a single shift on June 15, 
2025. TCS responded vide 
email dated May 30, 2025 
at 3.52 pm stating that 
the time available was in-
sufficient to hold the said 
exam in a single shift on 
the scheduled exam date, 
i.e., June 15, 2025," the 
NBE said.

NEET-PG 2025: Board 
seeks SC nod to defer exam 

from Jun 15 to Aug 3


