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AP, FLIN FLON (CANA-
DA): More than 25,000 
residents in three prov-
inces have been evacuated 
as dozens of wildfires re-
mained active Sunday and 
diminished air quality in 

parts of Canada and the US, 
according to officials. 

Most of the evacuated 
residents were from Man-
itoba, which declared a 
state of emergency last 
week. About 17,000 people 

Thousands evacuated in 3 provinces as Canadian wildfires threaten air quality
there were evacuated by 
Saturday along with 1,300 
in Alberta. About 8,000 
people in Saskatchewan 
had been relocated as lead-
ers there warned the num-
ber could climb. 

Smoke was worsening air 
quality and reducing vis-
ibility in Canada and into 
some US states along the 

border. 
“Air quality and visibil-

ity due to wildfire smoke 
can fluctuate over short 
distances and can vary 
considerably from hour to 
hour,” Saskatchewan's Pub-
lic Safety Agency warned 
Sunday. “As smoke levels 
increase, health risks in-
crease.”

Saskatchewan Premier 
Scott Moe said ongoing 
hot, dry weather is allow-
ing some fires to grow and 
threaten communities, and 
resources to fight the fires 
and support the evacuees 
are stretched thin.

“The next four to seven 
days are absolutely critical 
until we can find our way to 

changing weather patterns, 
and ultimately a soaking 
rain throughout the north,” 
Moe said at a Saturday 
news conference. 

In Manitoba, more than 
5,000 of those evacuated are 
from Flin Flon, located near-
ly 645 kilometres northwest 
of the provincial capital 
of Winnipeg. In northern 

Manitoba, fire knocked out 
power to the community of 
Cranberry Portage, forcing 
a mandatory evacuation or-
der Saturday for about 600 
residents. 

The fire menacing Flin 
Flon began a week ago near 
Creighton, Saskatchewan, 
and quickly jumped the 
boundary into Manitoba. 
Crews have struggled to con-
tain it. Water bombers have 
been intermittently ground-

ed due to heavy smoke and a 
drone incursion.

The US Department of 
Agriculture's Forest Ser-
vice deployed an air tanker 
to Alberta and said it would 
send 150 firefighters and 
equipment to Canada.

ISeparately, a fire in 
the US border state of 
Idaho burned 50 acres 
and prompted road clo-
sures, according to Idaho 
State Police.
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