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AP, KYIV:  Russian drone 
and missile attacks on 
Ukraine on Saturday killed 
at least two people, includ-
ing a 9-year-old girl, offi-
cials said, as uncertainty 
remains about whether 
Kyiv diplomats will attend 
a new round of peace talks 
proposed by Moscow for 
early next week in Istanbul.

Russian troops launched 
some 109 drones and five 
missiles across Ukraine 
overnight and into Satur-
day, the Ukrainian air force 
said. Three of the missiles 

and 42 drones were de-
stroyed and another 30 
drones failed to reach their 
targets without causing 
damage, it said.

The girl was killed in 
a strike on the front-line 
village of Dolynka in the 
Zaporizhzhia region, and 
a 16-year-old was injured, 
Zaporizhzhia's Gov Ivan 
Fedorov said.

“One house was de-
stroyed. The shockwave 
from the blast also dam-
aged several other houses, 
cars, and outbuildings,” Fe-

dorov wrote on Telegram.
A man was killed by Rus-

sian shelling in Ukraine's 
Kherson region, Gov Olek-
sandr Prokudin wrote on 
Telegram.

Moscow did not com-
ment on either attack.

Russia's Ministry of De-
fence said Saturday that it 
had gained control of the 
Ukrainian village of Novopil 
in the Donetsk region, and 
took the village of Vodolahy 
in the northern Sumy region. 

Ukrainian authorities in 
Sumy ordered mandatory 

evacuations in 11 more set-
tlements as Russian forces 
make steady gains in the area.

The new additions bring 
the total number of settle-
ments under evacuation 
orders in Sumy, which bor-
ders Russia's Kursk region, 
to 213.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 
said some 50,000 Russian 
troops have amassed in 
the area with the intention 
of launching an offensive 
to carve out a buffer zone 
inside Ukrainian territory.

2 killed in Russian attacks on 
Ukraine as talks remain uncertain

PTI, LONDON:  The UK's 
Trade Remedies Authori-
ty (TRA) has published its 
initial findings that a coun-
tervailing or anti-subsidy 
measure on the imports 
of polyethylene terephtha-
late (PET) from India be 
maintained for a further 
five years.

The proposal, published 
in a ‘Statement of Essential 
Facts' this week, follows a 
review initiated in July last 
year which concluded that 
subsidised imports of PET 
are likely to recur if the 
measure was no longer 
applied and that “injury to 
UK industry” would also 
be likely to recur. 

The TRA also found that 
maintaining the measure is 
in the economic interest of 
the UK, a statement notes.  

Countervailing or an-
ti-subsidy measures are 

the UK's one of three trade 
policy tools to counter im-
ports which are “causing 
or threatening injury” to 
domestic industry, the oth-
er two being anti-dumping 
and safeguard measures. 

Countervailing or coun-
teracting measures ad-
dress imported goods 
which are being subsidised 
by foreign governments.

The TRA found that while 
Indian imports of PET dur-
ing the investigation period 
were low at just 24 tonnes 
in 2023, the subsidy pro-
grammes identified in an 
original European Union 
(EU) measure still exist and 
are likely to continue.

“The intended recom-
mendation is to maintain 
existing countervailing duty 
rates, ranging from 0 per 
cent to 13.8 per cent, until 
August 2029,” it added. 

UK trade body calls for 
maintaining duties on Indian 

imports of PET plastics


