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Chief Justice of India B 
R Gavai addresses the 
gathering during the 
inauguration of advocate 
chambers and multi-level 
parking, in Prayagraj

A Border Security Force 
official ties an Indian 
tricolour on a bicycle 
during a cycle rally 
organised at the Attari-
Wagah Border, in Amritsar

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar 
Singh Dhami speaks during 
a workshop on monsoon 
preparedness organised by 
State Disaster Management 
Authority, in Dehradun

Bihar Governor Arif 
Mohammad Khan 
addresses the annual 
convocation ceremony 
of Patna University in 
Patna

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Congress asked the gov-
ernment on Saturday to 
truthfully tell the country 
what losses were suffered 
during the four-day con-
flict with Pakistan after 
Chief of Defence Staff Gen 
Anil Chauhan acknowl-
edged aircraft loss in the 
hostilities.

Gen Chouhan, however, 
dismissed as "absolutely 
incorrect" Islamabad's 
claim of downing six In-
dian jets.

Latching on to the com-
ment by the chief of defence 
staff (CDS), Congress leader 
Uttam Kumar Reddy said 
the country wanted to know 
whether any aircraft were 
downed during the conflict, 
especially in the wake of the 
CDS' "admission".

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said 
that on July 29, 1999, the 
Vajpayee government set 
up the Kargil Review Com-
mittee under the chairman-
ship of "India's strategic 
affairs guru K Subrahman-
yam, whose son is now our 

external affairs minister".
This was just three days 

after the Kargil war ended, 
he said.

"The committee submit-
ted its detailed report five 
months later. The report 
titled 'From Surprise to 
Reckoning' was then laid 
on the Table of both Hous-
es of Parliament on Febru-
ary 23, 2000, after the nec-
essary redactions.

"Will the Modi govern-
ment now take a similar 
step in light of what the 
Chief of Defence Staff has 
just revealed in Singapore?" 
Ramesh posed in a post on X.

Soon after CDS Gen 
Chouhan's remarks, made 

during an interview with 
Bloomberg TV, got pub-
lished, Reddy took the op-
portunity to say, "It appears 
very clearly a Rafale fighter 
aircraft was downed in the 
four-day operations."

"Today, an hour ago, 
CDS Gen Chauhan has con-
firmed that a Rafale aircraft 
was brought down in the 
four-day operation. The 
fact that the fighter aircraft 
were down is something 
that the Government of 
India needs to stop deny-
ing. The CDS himself men-
tioned that."

At a press conference, 
the Congress leader said, 
"Earlier, Air Marshal 

(Awadesh Kumar) Bharti 
had mentioned it indirectly 
in his briefing along with 
the DGMO. He specifically 
said that 'losses are normal 
in combat; the mission ob-
jective of the operation has 
been achieved, and all pi-
lots have come home'."

He said when Rahul Gan-
dhi first pointed it out in 
a question to External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar, 
it was "very bizarre and 
strange" that the ruling 
party functionaries at all 
levels accused him of not 
being patriotic.

"We are happy that 
the objectives (of Opera-
tion Sindoor) have been 
achieved, but the fact that 
the fighter aircraft were 
down is something that 
needs to be... the Govern-
ment of India should stop 
denying that. The CDS him-
self has mentioned it and 
Air Marshall Bharti had 
also done so," Reddy said.

The Telangana minister 
reiterated that the Con-
gress supports the Indian 
armed forces in every en-

deavour. "The party con-
gratulates them as they 
have done a great job and 
we are proud of them, we 
salute them," he said.

"Today the whole coun-
try must realise that for 
some reason the Govern-
ment of India were not up-
front with whatever hap-
pened. 

The other thing that 
needs reassessment by the 
government is that most of 
the firing in the four-day 
operation was done by 
respective countries from 
within their borders; still, 
we lost our aircraft.

"I think, this needs seri-
ous reassessment of tech-
nology so that lessons are 
learnt and we go forward 
and improve in those as-
pects," Reddy, a former IAF 
pilot, said.

He refuted allegations 
that his party was playing 
politics over the issue and 
said that after every war or 
conflict, all nation disclos-
es what losses they inflict-
ed on the enemy and what 
losses they suffered.

Reveal truth to country: Cong 
to govt after CDS remarks

It is an extraordinary and 
telling commentary on 

Emergency@11 that the PM will 
not chair all-party meetings and 
will not take Parliament into 
confidence but the nation gets 
to know of the first phase of 
Operation Sindoor through the 
CDS's interview in Singapore
–Jairam Ramesh
Congress general secretary

PTI, NEW DELHI: A 
60-year-old woman who 
was suffering from acute 
intestinal obstruction and 
had tested positive for 
COVID-19 has died in Delhi, 
officials said on Saturday.

According to official 
data, Delhi has 294 active 
COVID-19 cases.

"The woman was suffer-
ing from acute intestinal ob-
struction post-laparotomy. 
The COVID-19 finding was 
incidental," an official said.

Another official said a 
detailed report is awaited 
but stressed the prelimi-
nary findings suggest the 
woman was immunocom-
promised. He stressed that 
there was no need to panic.

This is the first fatality in 
the capital amid the current 
surge in coronavirus cases. 

Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta said on Thursday 
that 19 Covid patients are 
hospitalised in Delhi, but 
there is no need to wor-
ry. The Delhi government 
is alert and hospitals are 
prepared to deal with any 

eventuality, she had said.
On May 23, the Delhi 

government issued an ad-
visory, asking hospitals 
to ensure preparedness 
in terms of availability of 
beds, oxygen, antibiotics, 

other drugs and vaccines.
"All equipment such as 

ventilators, Bi-PAP, oxy-
gen concentrators and PSA 
(Prostate-Specific Anti-
gen) must be in functional 
condition," it stated. 

Delhi reports first 
Covid death amid 

surge in cases
63-YEAR-OLD MAN TESTED POSITIVE 
FOR COVID-19 DIES IN BENGALURU

PTI, BENGALURU: A 63-year-old man with co-mor-
bidities and who tested positive for Covid-19 died 
at a private hospital here, taking the coronavirus-
related death toll in the state to four, officials said 
on Saturday. He was admitted to a private hospital 
in Bengaluru Urban (Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara 
Palike limits) on May 21 after he complained of 
weakness and died on May 29, they said.According 
to the health department statement, the elderly 
patient who was fully vaccinated was on post 
operative chemotherapy and had co-morbidities 
like pulmonary TB with squamous cell carcinoma 
of buccal mucosa.The patient died due to saggital 
sinus, internal jugular vein thrombosis with cancer 
cachexia with incidental Covid positive status, it 
added. Meanwhile, the health department bulletin 
pegged active Covid-19 cases at 238 in Karnataka as 
of May 31, with 58 new cases reported on Saturday. 
The day also saw a total of 420 tests being done for 
Covid, including 354 RTPCR and 66 RAT tests.  

PTI, PUNE: A court here 
on Saturday rejected 
Rahul Gandhi's appli-
cation seeking details 
of the maternal lineage 
of Satyaki Savarkar, the 
grand-nephew of V D 
Savarkar, over his defa-
mation complaint filed 
against the Congress 
leader for his alleged 
objectionable remarks 
against the Hindutva ide-
ologue.

Judicial Magistrate 
(First Class) Amol Shin-
de dismissed the appli-
cation, observing that 
the case pertains to 
an alleged defamatory 
speech made by Gandhi 
in London and not to 
the family tree of late 
Himani Ashok Savarkar, 
the mother of Satyaki 
Savarkar.

Himani Savarkar was 
the daughter of Go-
pal Vinayak Godse, the 
younger brother of Ma-
hatma Gandhi's assas-
sin Nathuram Godse. 

Defamation case: Court rejects 
Rahul’s plea on Savarkar grand-

nephew’s maternal lineage

PTI, RAIPUR: Two days 
after being granted inter-
im bail by the Supreme 
Court in the Chhattisgarh 
coal-levy scam case, two 
suspended IAS officers 
and a former deputy secre-
tary in the chief minister's 
office walked out of jail on 
Saturday.

Defence counsel Faizal 
Rizvi told reporters that 
Sameer Vishnoi and Ranu 
Sahu, both IAS officers, 
and Saumya Chaurasia, a 
deputy secretary in the 
CMO during the previous 
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment, and three others 
were released from Raipur 
central jail.

The SC has granted in-
terim bail to eight per-
sons, of whom two in-
dividuals – Suryakant 
Tiwari and Nikhil Chan-
drakar – have not been 
released (due to other 
pending cases), he said.

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED), which has 
been probing the money 
laundering angle in the 
alleged coal-levy scam 

since 2022, had arrested 
Vishnoi in October 2022 
and Chaurasia in Decem-
ber the same year. The 
central agency had taken 
Sahu into custody in July 
2023.

Rizvi said the bureau-
crat trio has been grant-
ed interim bail in the two 
cases related to the alleged 
coal-levy scam, one each 
registered by the ED and 
the state's Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB).

A Supreme Court bench 
of Justices Surya Kant and 
Dipankar Datta on Thurs-
day imposed several con-
ditions on the accused 
while granting them inter-
im bail and asked the state 
government to generate 
confidence among the wit-
nesses and ensure their 
protection.

The SC has directed 
Sahu, Vishnoi and Chaur-
asia not to stay in Chhat-
tisgarh till further orders, 
except when they are re-
quired to be present before 
the investigating agency or 
the trial court.

Chhattisgarh coal 
levy ‘scam’: 3 among 

6 walk out of jail 
after SC relief

PTI, NEW DELHI: Kuki 
groups on Saturday de-
manded that buffer zones 
should be maintained in 
Manipur as a "protective 
measure" unless a compre-
hensive political solution 
such as a Union territory 
with legislature is achieved.

At a press conference 
here, co-convener of Kuki 
Zo Women Forum Chong 
Haokip reiterated the de-
mand for carving out a 
Union territory with legis-
lature from Manipur and 
said, "This is not against 
any community, this is a 
step required to ensure 
safety and right to exist-
ence of Kuki people."

She said that this de-
mand should not be seen 
from a political angle, but 
as one required for safety 
and peace.

"Kuki-Zo tribals have 
been chased out of Imphal, 
killed like animals. We 
were treated like enemies. 
We were killed because of 
our identity and the secu-
rity forces didn't intervene 
in time. Government could 

have saved us, but they 
didn't do anything," Haokip 
alleged.

"Those living in Imphal for 
years were dislocated. The 
faith of Kuki Zo people has 
been shaken. Despite having 
police, our people were be-
ing killed," she claimed.

C Thangminlal Doungel, 
interim president of Kuki 
Students' Organisation Del-
hi & NCR, said buffer zones 
were a critical measure tak-
en to halt violence and re-
store order.

"Unless a political solu-
tion is found, the buffer 
zones must be maintained. 
The status quo is required 
because so far, peace has 
not been achieved," he said.

The Kuki representatives 
also said their demand is 
within the tenets of the 
Constitution.

"So many states have been 
reorganised, recently, Jam-
mu and Kashmir was reor-
ganised into two Union ter-
ritories. So what is the thing 
about Manipur's integrity? 
The Constitution recognises 
integrity of the country, not 

of any state," said advocate 
Vishwajeet Singh.

Haokip said they have 
been forced to demand a 
separate administration 
due to the "discrimination 
and violence" they faced.

She also claimed that sev-
eral Kuki women have faced 
violence, and recalled the 
incident when two women 
were paraded naked.

"Kuki women were pa-
raded naked, and police 
did not do anything," she 
alleged.

The KSO Delhi & NCR also 
demanded in a statement 
that the government should 
"fence the buffer zones".

"The buffer zones must 
remain intact and enforced 
until a comprehensive po-
litical solution such as a 
Union territory with leg-
islature for the Kuki-Zo-is 
achieved. If the majoritar-
ian government is so hell 
bent on border fencing - it 
must also fence the buff-
er zones as that will act as 
permanent deterrent to the 
fragile peace in Manipur," 
the KSO said.

Kuki groups want buffer zones 
maintained in Manipur


