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LUXURY CRUISE BOAT GUTTED IN

voice of goa

GOA, SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2025

PRE-DAWN BLAZE OFF MALIM

Owner suspects foul play as Rs 1 cr vessel used for weddings, shoots reduced to charred wreck

Team Herald

PANJIM: A luxury 60-seater
boat, MV Kayat Panjim 734,
was completely destroyed
in a fierce fire in the ear-
ly hours of Saturday near
the Malim jetty. The blaze,
which reportedly broke out
between 4:45 am and 5 am,
consumed the vessel used
primarily for pre-wedding
events and photo shoots.
The boat belonged to
George Thomson Silveira,
who said some of his staff
were present in the vicinity
when the fire began. Silvei-
ra stated that the vessel had
completed its final charter
on Friday evening between
6 and 7:45 pm, carrying
two couples and eight chil-

‘ There's a lot of
jealousy in Goa. It's
hard to believe a fire could
just start on its own. The
engines were off, and the
lights—connected to the
generator—were off too

—George Thomson
Silveira, Owner

dren. After the guests dis-
embarked, staff cleaned
the vessel and Silveira left,
insisting there had been
nothing unusual at the time.
“I got a call between 5:10
and 5:15 am,” Silveira said.
“I immediately informed
the police, who then de-
ployed the fire brigade.”
Silveira described how
the fire spread so quickly

e

and fiercely that the mooring
ropes were burnt through,
causing the vessel to drift
towards Panjim with the
low tide. “I followed the boat
from the shore, but the heat
and flames made it impossi-
ble to get close,” he said.

The Panjim Fire Station
was contacted at 5:55 am. A

fire tender was dispatched
and stationed near the Cap-
tain of Ports jetty. Sandeep
Naik from the Porvorim
Fire Brigade, who assisted
at the scene, said, “We used
a hose from the Captain of
Ports jetty and managed to
bring the fire under control
within half an hour”
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Thankfully, no injuries
were reported. Rupesh
Sawant, Officer-in-Charge

at the Panjim Fire Station,
said no clear cause of the
fire was established during
the initial inspection. “Now,
it’s up to the police to deter-
mine the origin of the fire,
he added.

A visibly shaken Silvei-
ra expressed deep sorrow
over the loss. “Looking
at the state of the boat is
heartbreaking,” he said.
When asked what could
have caused the fire, he
hinted at possible sabotage.
“There’s a lot of jealousy in
Goa. It's hard to believe a

fire could just start on its
own. The engines were off,
and the lights—connected
to the generator—were off
too,” he remarked.

Silveira estimated the
loss to be over Rs 1 crore.
“My wife and I kept build-
ing this up bit by bit. All the
documentation and tour-
ism certificates are in place.
[ really don’t know what to
say,” he added.

The charred remains
of the vessel have been
moved to the Narvekar
Boat Jetty. Sandeep Naik
confirmed that a report on
the incident has been pre-
pared and a formal letter
will be sent to the police
on Monday to initiate an
official investigation.

Coastal ecosystems
under threat,
draft biodiversity

plan warns

Team Herald

PANJIM: Goa State Biodi-
versity Strategy and Action
Plan (GSBSAP) has raised
serious concerns about the
increasing threats facing
the state’s mangrove eco-
systems and khazan lands,
driven by climate change
and rapid urban develop-
ment. The draft plan—now
open for public feedback
until July 22—warns that
rising sea levels, heavier
rainfal, and expanding
urbanisation are placing
growing stress on these
sensitive coastal environ-
ments.

Developed by the Goa
State Biodiversity Board,
the plan reveals that sea
levels along Goa’s coast
have been rising at an av-
erage rate of 1.45 mm per
year (+0.46 mm) between
1969 and 2013. If this
trend continues, sea lev-
els could rise by approxi-
mately 0.48 feet over the
next century. Additionally,
Goa’s annual rainfall has
increased by 68% from
1901 to 2018, and average
temperatures have risen
by over 1°C since the early
20th century.

The report also under-
scores a dramatic shift in
the Arabian Sea’s climate

since 1995, with a five- :
fold increase in intense ‘:
Between 1980 :
and 2020, there has been :
a marked escalation in ‘:
intensity, :
and duration of cyclonic :
storms—with cyclone ac-
tivity spiking by 52% in the :

cyclones.

the frequency,

past 20 years alone.

These mounting climate :
impacts threaten to re- :
duce the productivity of :
Goa’s mangrove forests :
and disrupt habitats for :
key species such as croc-
odiles and various bird
draft :
warns that changes in sa- :
linity levels could lead to
the decline of saline-intol- :

populations. The

erant mangrove species,

while khazan lands—tra- :
ditionally reclaimed for :
agriculture and aquacul-
heightened
risks of flooding and long- :

ture—face

term ecological damage.

In light of these find- :
ings, the GSBSAP calls for :
climate-resilient :
strategies :
to protect Goa’s rich and :
diverse ecosystems. Citi-
zens are encouraged tore- |
view the plan and provide :
their input to help shape :
the state’s biodiversity :
and environmental poli- :
cies for a more sustaina- :

urgent,
conservation

ble future.

23-year-old
woman dies in
accident at Verna

Team Herald

VASCO: A 23-year-old pe-
destrian woman from Que-
pem, lost her life in a fatal
accident at Verna after be-

ing allegedly hit by an SUV
driven by an engineering :

college student on Saturday.
The  deceased has

been identified as Anisha
Borkar. One more young

woman from Karwar who
was also crossing the road
near an automobile show-
room at Verna was injured.

The car was driven by
a 19-year-old engineering :

student who was on his

way to the college at Verna

He reportedly went to the

Verna police station and

reported the accident.
Both the injured were

rushed to the primary

health centre at Cansaulim
where Anisha was de-

clared dead. The other

victim Akshata Naik is cur-
rently undergoing treat-
ment at the same PHC.

An FIR has been reg-
istered against the driv-
er under Sections 281,
125(B), and 106(1) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023, along with Sections
196 and 190(2) of the Mo-
tor Vehicle Act.

PSI Pramila Fernandes
is conducting investiga-
tions under the guidance
of Verna PI Anand Shirod-
kar and the overall guid-
ance of Mormugao DySP
Gurudas Kadam.

GAKUVED demands ban on
Janajati Suraksha Manch over

alleged anti-tribal conspiracy

Lashes out at Manch for trying to divide
community on religious lines

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Gowda, Kun-
bi, Velip and Dhangars
(GAKUVED) Federation on
Saturday demanded a ban
on the Janajati Suraksha
Manch, which it alleged
was conspiring to delist
and delete converted trib-
als in the State.

Addressing a press con-
ference in the city, GAKU-
VED Federation president
Govind Shirodkar said
that the Janajati Suraksha
Manch has demanded that
converted tribals, specif-
ically Christian Gawadas,
no longer be given the
benefits of ‘Scheduled
Tribe’ status and that they
be delisted from the ST
lists. He alleged that the
Janajati Suraksha Manch
is dividing the minds of
tribals across the country
with the slogan: “Whoever
is a Christian is not a tribal
and whoever is a tribal is
not a Christian.”

According to Shirodkar,
tribals are neither Hindu,
Christian, nor Muslim. He
stated that it is a universal
truth that the traditions,

‘ Goan tribals will not

tolerate any form of
religious strife among the
tribals by any Hindutva
organisation, and in the
future, the conspiracy to
divide the minds of the
Goan tribals should be
stopped forever,
—Govind Shirodkar,
GAKUVED Federation
president

customs and culture of the
tribals constitute their reli-
gion. “Goan tribals will not
tolerate any form of reli-
gious strife among the trib-
als by any Hindutva organ-
isation, and in the future,
the conspiracy to divide the
minds of the Goan tribals
should be stopped forever,”
he demanded.

Shirodkar pointed out
that in 1928, a Hindutva
organisation named Mas-
urashram introduced a
new caste of 'Navhindu'
or neo-Hindu Gawade by
dividing the Goan trib-
al community, and that
the Gomantak Gawade
community continues to

suffer the consequences
of this division to this

day. He cautioned that if

the rights of tribals are
denied to converted Ga-
wadas or Christian Ga-
wadas, then tribal reser-
vations will be reduced
by about 40 to 50 per
cent in all sectors.

Referring to the presence
of office-bearers of UTAA
(United Tribals Association
Alliance) at the meeting
organised by the Janajati
Suraksha Manch, Shirod-
kar alleged that UTAA has
brought in this organi-
sation to create conflict
among tribals. “This also
proves that UTAA does not
support converted tribals,”
he claimed.

In response to a ques-
tion, Shirodkar said that
four Goa MLAs belong to
the ST community, but they
had not raised the causes of
the tribal community in the
Legislative Assembly to the
same extent as opposition
members had.

Ramakrishna Jalmi, Jo-
seph Vaz and others were
also present during the
press briefing.

~ Bus operators fill potholes in protest

VASCO: In a unique pro-
test the bus operators on
Saturday filled potholes to
highlight the pathetic con-
ditions of roads.

A group of bus owners
along with their drivers
filled potholed stretch with
stones and mud near the
Umiya Building at Sancoale.
This was to draw the atten-
tion of the authorities to
the poor condition of the
road impacted due to on-
going construction work of
the flyover by the National
Highways Authority of In-
dia (NHAI)

The drivers complained
that driving buses with pas-
sengers everyday was ex-
tremely risky. The protes-
tors said that though their
safety concerns had been
ignored repeatedly, they
hoped that the authorities
would now wake up and
take measures to repair the
road stretch.

They stated that the
potholes were deep and
uneven, and with the road
constantly degrading, the
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over dangerous road condltlons

: Team Herald

Potholed stretch nrear Umiyé Buiiding, Sanicoale,'being ﬁ‘lled with stones and mud.

road was in bad shape and
accidents were just wait-
ing to happen. They matter
was brought to the notice of
the authorities but they are
turning a blind eye. They
also slammed the NHAI
contractor.

One of the reasons for
this unique protest was
also due to a recent fa-
tal minibus accident near
Queeny Nagar, Velsao,

where the conductor and
a passengers died. Though
the accident was reported
due to driver’s alleged in-
toxication, bus operators
claim that poor condition of
the road was the main rea-
son. The road is uneven and
the vehicle can lose its bal-
ance, they argued. It is also
causing damage to vehicles,
they added.

According to them, a near

mishap was averted when
a minibus loaded with pas-
sengers almost tilted on the
deteriorating road stretch
on Friday.

The bus operators have
appealed to the concerned
authorities to hold the con-
tractor accountable and to
carry out urgent road re-
pairs to ensure the safety
of commuters and prevent
further accidents.

Husband
murders wife
with stone
after heated
argument

Team Herald

. PONDA: In a chilling inci-

dent at Shirvada-Shiroda,
34-year-old Chetan Rat-
nakar Gaonkar allegedly

g murdered his wife Hema
: Chetan Gaonkar (31) by
¢ bludgeoning her with a
¢ stone following a heated
: argument
¢ evening. The incident oc-
¢ curred around 5 pm, after
: which the accused surren-
¢ dered himself at the Shiro-
i da Police outpost.

on Saturday

Shocking incident in
Shiroda leaves three-
year-old son orphaned;
police launch probe into
motive

Upon receiving the in-

¢ formation, Ponda Police
i Inspector
: Kavlekar rushed to the
i scene and conducted the
i panchanama. A forensic
: team was called to assist,
i and the deceased's body

Vijaykumar

was sent for post-mortem
examination.

The accused, Chetan
Gaonkar, is employed as a

i peon at the Ponda Deputy
¢ Collector's
i the deceased was a pri-
. mary teacher at a private
i school in Farmagudi. The
i couple, married for four
i years, have a three-year-
i old son and had recently
i constructed a new house
i in Shiroda.

Office, while

Police sources indicated

i that the couple had been
i facing marital discord for
: some time.
¢ frequent fights between
i them, and the situation
: had reportedly escalated
¢ to the point where divorce
i was being considered,” an
¢ officer said.

“There were

Speaking to the me-

i dia, Ponda DySP Shivram
i Vaigankar stated, “As per
i preliminary inquiry, the
i couple had been in con-
¢ stant conflict since their
i marriage four years ago.
¢ Today, they had anoth-
i er heated argument, af-
i ter which the husband
i brought a stone inside the
: house and used it to mur-
i der his wife.”

Police have registered

¢ an offence and are contin-
i uing their investigation to
i determine the exact mo-
* tive behind the crime.

IPSCDL claims to ‘complete’ Taad Mad
road stretch as per HC deadlines

Smart City road opened to traffic, but hazards
remain as footpath and pavement works continue

{ Team Herald

PANJIM: Imagine Panaji
Smart City Development
Limited (IPSCDL) has
claimed it has complet-
ed the construction of a
new concrete road at St
Inez, meeting the High
Court-mandated deadline
of May 31.

Though the road stretch
from Taad Maad to Tonca
has been opened to traf-
fic, the works are far from
complete. There is a dan-
gerous open pit on the
footpath, while pavement
works are ongoing on one
side of the road, and on
the other, pavement works

have yet to begin. The
stretch remains hazardous
for motorists and pedestri-
ans alike, with heavy ma-
chinery still operating on
the road.

[PSCDL stated that the
road is now open to the
public. It forms part of the
first Smart Road developed
in the capital city, with the
200-metre stretch from
Taad Mad to the Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) at
Tonca serving as a focal
point of the project. This
section required extensive
underground utility works,
including the installation of
a 710-mm diameter trunk
sewerage line, which is ex-

pected to improve the area’s
sanitation and wastewater :

management systems.
Additional

construction of manholes,

house connection cham- :
bers, utility ducts, and ser- :

vice crossings.

The agency also not- :
ed that the team had to :
navigate complex geolog- :
ical conditions, including :
loose soil and a high water
These challenges :
required the implemen- :
tation of advanced dewa- :
tering techniques and ro-
bust shoring methods to :
stabilise excavation zones :

table.

and ensure safety.

infrastruc- :
ture work included the :

Ministry Of Health Of Russia
SMOLENSK STATE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY, RUSSIA

Invites Indian students for direct Government Admissions
Recognized by India, WHO, USA & UK, Min. Qual. 50% in XIl in PCB
Satisfies all requirements of NMC of India

UNIVERSITY - 105 years old Medical University. The University is situated in
the center of the Smolensk city. Smolensk is situated 380 km west of Moscow.
Very high standards of education, strict disciplinary system. 2170 Indian
students (960 Girls) studying, 244 getting degree in 2025. Duration 6 years
including internship and License. English Medium in all years, Closed type
campus system, 8 attached hospitals (9000 Beds).
MCI SCREENING TEST — Our graduates of 2008 to 2024 have given BEST)|
results among graduates of all foreign medical colleges (Official web sites of|
Indian Embassy, Moscow and NBC conducting Screening Test confirm this).
Dr. Aadi Morakhia, our graduate of 2023, has topped Screening Test 2023.
SPECIAL HOSTELS ONLY FORINDIAN STUDENTS (BESTHOSTELSIN
RUSSIA) 2 and 4 seated big rooms, separate hostels for boys and girls.
INDIAN MESS - Mess with Indian food cooked by Indian cooks.
USD 6000 (Approx. Rs. 5,10,000/-) per year
and one time payment of Rs.1,50,000/- (By Bank Draft only) which includes —
Admission procedure, invitation letter, student visa, air ticket Delhi - Moscow.

Scholarship to all Indian students.

Bank loans are available from Indian banks.

Contact: DR. ALOK AERON +7 9605805555 (Russia)
Official web site: www.sgmu.info
Instagram: @sgmu.info
Admission details: admission.sgmu.live
INFORMATION CENTERS: (These are parents of our students)
Margao: Mr. Desai — 9850466525, Ponda: Mr. Chodankar — 8010274925
Mapusa: Mr. Kauthankar — 9823674160

Curchorem: Mrs. Naik — 9130630410, Cuncolim: Mr. Dessai — 9850785115

Fee (Tuition+Hostel+Med.Ins.) —
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