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AP, TAIPEI: China 
launched a spacecraft 
that promises to return 
samples from an aster-
oid near Mars and yield 
"groundbreaking discov-
eries and expand humani-
ty's knowledge of the cos-
mos," the country's space 
agency said.

The Tianwen-2 probe 
launched early Thurs-
day from southern China 
aboard the workhorse 
Long March 3-B rocket. 
The probe will collect 
samples from the aster-
oid 2016HO3 and explore 
the main-belt comet 311P, 
which lies even further 
from the Earth than Mars, 
according to the China 
National Space Adminis-
tration.

Shan Zhongde, head of 
the CNSA, was quoted as 
saying the Tianwen-2 mis-
sion represents a "signifi-
cant step in China's new 
journey of interplanetary 
exploration" and over its 
decade-long mission will 
"yield groundbreaking 
discoveries and expand 
humanity's knowledge of 
the cosmos."

Samples from 2016HO3 

are due to be returned in 
about two years. The as-
teroids, chosen for their 
relatively stable orbits, 
hopefully will offer clues 
into the formation of 
earth, such as the origins 
of water.

China earlier returned 
rock samples from the 
moon's far side back to 
Earth in a historic mission 
and has welcomed in-
ternational cooperation. 
However, any cooperation 
with the US hinges on re-
moving an American law 
banning direct bilateral 
cooperation with NASA.

The near side of the 
moon is seen from Earth, 
and the far side faces out-
er space. The far side is 
also known to have moun-
tains and impact craters 
and is much more difficult 
to reach.

China also operates 
the three-person-crewed 
Tiangong, or "Heavenly 
Palace," space station, 
making the country a 
major player in a new era 
of space exploration and 
the use of permanent sta-
tions to conduct experi-
ments in space.
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AP, JERUSALEM: Israel 
said Thursday it would 
establish 22 Jewish set-
tlements in the occupied 
West Bank, including the 
legalisation of outposts 
already built without gov-
ernment authorisation. 
Israeli strikes on the Gaza 
Strip meanwhile killed 12 
people overnight, health 
officials said.

Israel captured the 
West Bank, along with 
Gaza and east Jerusalem, 
in the 1967 Mideast war, 
and the Palestinians want 
all three territories for 
their future state. Most of 
the international commu-
nity views settlements as 
illegal and an obstacle to 
resolving the decades-old 
conflict.

Defence Minister Israel 
Katz said the settlement 
decision “strengthens our 
hold on Judea and Sama-
ria,” using the biblical term 
for the West Bank, "an-
chors our historical right 
in the Land of Israel, and 
constitutes a crushing re-
sponse to Palestinian ter-
rorism.”

He added it was also 
“a strategic move that 
prevents the establish-
ment of a Palestinian 
state that would endan-
ger Israel.”

Israel has already built 
well over 100 settlements 
across the territory that 
are home to some 500,000 
settlers. The settlements 
range from small hilltop 
outposts to fully devel-
oped communities with 
apartment blocks, shop-
ping malls, factories and 
public parks.

The West Bank is home 
to 3 million Palestinians, 
who live under Israeli mil-
itary rule, with the West-
ern-backed Palestinian 
Authority administering 
population centers. The 
settlers have Israeli citi-
zenship.

Israel has accelerated 
settlement construction in 

recent years – long before 
Hamas' October 7, 2023, 
attack ignited the war in 
Gaza — confining Palestin-
ians to smaller and smaller 
areas of the West Bank and 
making the prospect of es-
tablishing a viable, inde-
pendent state even more 
remote.

During his first term, 
President Donald 
Trump's administration 
broke with decades of 
US foreign policy by sup-
porting Israel's claims to 
territory seized by force 
and taking steps to le-
gitimise the settlements. 
Former President Joe 
Biden, like most of his 
predecessors, opposed 
the settlements but ap-
plied little pressure to Is-
rael to curb their growth.

The top United Nations 
court ruled last year that 
Israel's presence in the 
occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories is unlawful and 
called on it to end, and 
for settlement construc-
tion to stop immediate-
ly. Israel denounced the 
non-binding opinion by 
a 15-judge panel of the 
International Court of 
Justice, saying the ter-
ritories are part of the 
historic homeland of the 
Jewish people.

Israel withdrew its set-
tlements from the Gaza 
Strip in 2005, but leading 

figures in the current gov-
ernment have called for 
them to be re-established 
and for much of the Pal-
estinian population of the 
territory to be resettled 
elsewhere through what 
they describe as voluntary 
emigration.

Palestinians view such 
plans as a blueprint for 
their forcible expulsion 
from their homeland, 
and experts say the plans 
would likely violate inter-
national law.

Israel now controls 
more than 70% of Gaza, 
according to Yaakov Garb, 
a professor of environ-
mental studies at Ben Gu-
rion University, who has 
examined Israeli-Palestin-
ian land use patterns for 
decades.

The area includes buff-
er zones along the bor-
der with Israel as well as 
the southern city of Ra-
fah, which is now mostly 
uninhabited, and other 
large areas that Israel 
has ordered to be evac-
uated.

The war began with 
Hamas' October 7 at-
tack, in which militants 
stormed into Israel, kill-
ing some 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians, and 
abducting 251. Hamas 
still holds 58 hostages, 
around a third of them 
alive, after most of the 

Israel to set up 22 Jewish 
settlements in West Bank

rest were released in 
ceasefire agreements. 
Israeli forces have res-
cued eight and recov-
ered dozens of bodies.

Some 700,000 Jewish settlers live in at least 250 settlements 
in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem

DEATH
Samiro Teodorio 

Pereira
(Carroi, Velim)

Born: 15/09/1948 | Died: 28/05/2025 
Beloved Husband of Nancy Fernandes.
Father of Sunny / Pranali Pereira, Sanan 
Trevor Pereira, Anasha Pereira, Neysa
Pereira.

Grandfather of Veronica Pereira
Funeral Cortege will leave his residence Tomorrow, 

31st May 2025 at 4:00 p.m. to St. Rock Church, 
Tolecanto for Eucharistic Celebration followed by burial. 

Relatives Neighbours & Friends Kindly accept this as the only intimation.

It’s been a month since you left us
And not a single days goes by when we don’t miss you.

Your kind words and blessings to us
Has been a golden way to our lives.

We can’t find words to describe 
How valuable you were to us.

May God grant you eternal rest and peace. Amen 

MONTH’S MIND
In ever loving memory of

Maria Cirila Fernandes
17-03-1963 01-05-2025

There will be a Eucharistic Celebration  for the soul of our
beloved Maria Fernandes on 31  May 2025 at 8 am at St.
Anne’s Church, Agonda followed by prayers at the grave

st

offered by her husband: Joao Fernandes, children:
Renzy/Glency, Jamie/Ray and Grandson: Rejmon

Relatives and Friends kindly accept this as the only intimation 

(Mira)


