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Police take away A 
Gnanasekaran after he 
was convicted in the 
Anna University sexual 
assault case by a court, in 
Chennai

Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah interacts with 
tourists, after a meeting 
at Gulmarg, in Baramulla 
district

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan 
and actor Kamal Haasan 
during the release of a 
documentary highlighting 
the CM's achievements in 
Thiruvananthapuram

Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
with Mizoram Governor 
General (Retd.) Vijay 
Kumar Singh during a 
meeting, in Guwahati.
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Indian Navy Commander S Sreekumar at the launchof the 
sixth 25T Bollard Pull Tug 'Sabal' in Kolkata

Over 100 ambulance workers go on 
strike in Shimla, demand minimum wage
HAMIRPUR/SHIMLA: Hundreds of 102 and 108 
ambulance workers affiliated with the Centre of Indian 
Trade Unions (CITU) went on a 24-hour strike on 
Tuesday night.Union leaders on Wednesday explained 
that the strike was prompted by the ongoing discontent 
regarding the lack of minimum wage payments, which 
they say has led to harassment of workers. As a result, 
the ambulance workers will not provide services till 
8 pm on Wednesday, they added. A meeting was held 
with the National Health Mission (NHM) Managing 
Director and Medswan Foundation Company State Head 
regarding the demands, however, the strike continued as 
there was no satisfactory response. 

Haryana intensifies pollution control 
efforts in Yamuna catchment
CHANDIGARH: In a concerted effort to rejuvenate 
the Yamuna River and strengthen pollution control 
initiatives, Haryana Chief Secretary Anurag Rastogi 
chaired a high-level meeting to assess the progress 
of projects in the Yamuna catchment area, an official 
statement said on Wednesday. The chief secretary 
emphasized the need for rigorous oversight and directed 
officials to review the status of all Sewage Treatment 
Plant (STP) and Common Effluent Treatment Plant 
(CETP) projects bi-weekly to ensure timely progress. To 
strengthen pollution control measures, a task force has 
been established under the leadership of the Haryana 
State Pollution Control Board (HSPCB). 
 

UP: Teacher arrested for abducting, 
raping 15-year-old student in Ballia
BALLIA: A school teacher was arrested for allegedly 
abducting and raping his 15-year-old female student 
from the Bansdih police station area, officials said on 
Wednesday. The accused, identified as Mohammad 
Salauddin (26), was sent to judicial custody on 
Wednesday. The teenager, a resident of a village in the 
Bansdih police station area, was a student at a private 
school where Salauddin also taught. Salauddin was 
reportedly tutoring the minor for her high school studies. 
  

Student held for post on Indo-Pak 
conflict released from Pune jail
PTI, MUMBAI:  A 19-year-old Pune student, arrested for a 
social media post concerning Indo-Pak hostilities, has been 
released from jail after the Bombay High Court granted her 
bail while rebuking the Maharashtra government for "ruining 
her life" and turning her into a "hardcore criminal". The girl 
was released from the Yerwada Central Jail on Tuesday night 
following the HC's order, as per her lawyer. In a rebuke to 
both the state and her educational institution, the court in its 
order on Tuesday also suspended the girl's rustication order 
issued by the Sinhgad Academy of Engineering. 

PTI

PTI, IMPHAL: Forty-four 
MLAs are ready to form a 
new government in Mani-
pur, BJP legislator Thok-
chom Radheshyam Singh 
claimed on Wednesday 
after meeting Governor 
Ajay Kumar Bhalla.

Singh, along with nine 
other MLAs, met the gov-
ernor at the Raj Bhavan.

"Forty-four MLAs are 
ready to form a govern-
ment as per the wishes 
of the people. We have 
conveyed this to the gov-
ernor. We also discussed 
what solutions can be 
there for the issue," he 
said.

"The governor noted 
what we had to say and 
will initiate actions in the 
best interests of the peo-
ple," he added.

Asked if they would 
stake a claim to form 
the government, he said 
the central leadership 
of the BJP will take the 
decision.

"However, to inform 
that we are ready is sim-
ilar to staking a claim 
to form a government. 
Speaker Th Satyabrata 
has individually and joint-
ly met the 44 MLAs. There 
is no one who opposes the 
formation of a new gov-
ernment," Singh said.

"People are facing too 
much hardship. In the 
previous term, two years 

were lost due to COVID, 
and in this term, another 
two years have been lost 
due to the conflict," he 
said.

Manipur has been un-
der President's Rule since 
February after BJP leader 
N Biren Singh resigned as 
the chief minister, amid 
criticisms about his gov-
ernment's handling of the 
ethnic clashes between 
Meiteis and Kuki-Zos, 
which broke out in May 
2023.

The 60-member as-
sembly at present has 
59 MLAs, with one seat 
vacant due to the death 
of a legislator. In the BJP-
led coalition, there are 32 
Meitei MLAs, three Ma-
nipuri Muslim MLAs and 
nine Naga legislators, to-
talling 44.

The Congress has five 
MLAs – all Meiteis. The 
remaining 10 MLAs are 
Kukis – seven of them 
won the last election on 
a BJP ticket, two belong 
to the Kuki Peoples' Alli-
ance, and one is an Inde-
pendent.

The development 
comes amid mas-
sive protests in the 
Meitei-inhabited Imphal 
Valley over the hiding of 
the state's name written 
on the windshield of a 
government bus by se-
curity forces.

44 MLAs to form 
new government in 

Manipur, cliams BJP

PTI, NEW DELHI: India 
gave a "firm, resolute and 
measured" response by 
destroying terror centres 
and launchpads in the 
wake of the Pahalgam at-
tack, and the country's 
right to defend its peo-
ple against terrorism has 
also been recognised by 
nations across the world, 
External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar said on 
Wednesday.

In his address at an 
event held at the Italian 
embassy here, he also re-
called the solidarity ex-
pressed by Italy following 
the "barbaric" terror at-
tack on April 22 in which 
26 lives were lost.

The external affairs 
minister underlined that 
India-Italy bilateral ties 
are "undoubtedly on an 
upward trajectory".

The event was hosted 
this evening to mark Ita-
ly's National Day.

"We are thankful for It-
aly's solidarity and sup-
port to India following 
the barbaric terror at-
tack in Pahalgam in Jam-

mu and Kashmir. India 
gave a firm and resolute 
and measured response 
by destroying the rele-
vant terror centres and 
launchpads," Jaishankar 
said.

India decimated nine 
terror camps in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-Occupied 
Kashmir with precision 
strikes early on May 7 
under Operation Sin-
door, in response to the 
dastardly Pahalgam mas-
sacre.

"India's right to defend 
its people against acts of 
terror has also been recog-
nised by countries across 
the world. We believe that 
the world will have zero 
tolerance for terrorism 
and cross-border terror-
ism," he said.

In his address, Jais-
hankar said India's stra-
tegic partnership with 
Italy is based on "shared 
values and converging in-
terests".

This is evident on plat-
forms like G20 and the 
meetings between Prime 
Minster Narendra Modi 

and his Italian counterpart 
Giorgia Meloni at G20 and 
G7 fora.

He underlined that In-
dia's partnership with 
Italy is also in multilater-
al initiatives such as the 
India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor, Global 
Biofuels Alliance, Indo-Pa-
cific Oceans Initiative, In-
ternational Solar Alliance, 
and the Coalition for Dis-
aster Resilient Infrastruc-
ture.

"Our bilateral relations 
have intensified after 
adoption of the Joint Stra-
tegic Action Plan for 2025-
29, by our Prime Ministers 
last November. 

We are hopeful that the 
roadmap provided in the 
JSAP will result in concrete 
and practical outcome for 
our societies and peoples," 
he said.

Trade and economic co-
operation form an "impor-
tant pillar of our partner-
ship", the external affairs 
minister added.

Jaishankar also un-
derlined that the the 
Indian diaspora in Italy 

India’s right to defend itself backed by 
countries across world: EAM

is among the largest in Eu-
rope, and they are well re-
ceived and appreciated for 
their contribution in vari-
ous sectors.

PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: In response 
to plastic pellets (nurdles) 
washing ashore after a car-
go shipwreck off the Ker-
ala coast, the state govern-
ment has launched a major 
clean-up operation.

Following a high-level 
meeting of experts, Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
said on Wednesday that 
volunteers are being sta-
tioned every 100 metres 
along the shoreline, guid-
ed by drone surveys, to 
remove the pellets and 
prevent environmental 
damage.

Police, fire services, and 
pollution control officers are 
coordinating the efforts. Vol-
unteers have received safety 
training, and supervisors are 
ensuring that no one under-
takes dangerous tasks.

In a statement, the Chief 

Minister's Office said the gov-
ernment's top priorities are 
public safety, environmental 
protection, and safeguarding 
the fishing industry.

The statement added 
that instructions have 
already been issued to 
coastal local self-govern-
ment institutions and fish-
ing communities on how 

to handle unusual items 
or containers that wash 
ashore.

In addition, fishing ac-
tivities have been com-
pletely prohibited within 
a 20-nautical-mile radius 
around the wreck site.

"Rapid response teams, 
under the leadership of the 
Pollution Control Board, 

are prepared to handle 
any oil spill reaching the 
coast. Local arrangements, 
including oil booms, have 
been made, and installa-
tions have been advised 
at estuaries and river 
mouths," the statement 
said.

The meeting of experts, 
convened at the instruc-
tion of Vijayan, brought 
together international and 
national specialists, in-
cluding Dr Muralee Thum-
marukudy, known globally 
for his work in disaster 
management.

Officials from Kerala's 
disaster response and en-
vironment departments 
also attended.

Senior state officials, in-
cluding the Chief Secretary 
and District Collectors, 
were also present, the re-
lease added.

Kerala deploys volunteers to clean 
plastic pellets after shipwreck

PTI, BHUBANESWAR: 
AIIMS Bhubaneswar ex-
ecutive director Ashutosh 
Biswas on Wednesday said 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
is set to transform early di-
agnosis and management 
of thyroid disorders in the 
country. 

He highlighted the 
growing role of AI in per-
sonalised medicine, espe-
cially for hypothyroidism, 
which affects about 1 in 10 
adults in the country. 

"AI diagnosis, which is 
set to be introduced in 
AIIMS Bhubaneswar, will 
help in early diagnosis, 
track the progression 
of disease, and support 
outcome-based medi-
cation, especially ben-
efiting patients in rural 
and underserved areas," 
Biswas said.

Asserting that hypo-
thyroidism is three times 
more common in wom-
en than men, and about 
33 per cent of patients 
remain undiagnosed, he 
said untreated hypothy-
roidism can adversely 
impact major organs in-
cluding the heart, brain, 
kidneys, liver, intestines, 
and the reproductive 
system.

Among children and 
infants, it can lead to 
stunted growth, obesity, 
developmental delays, 
and poor academic per-
formance, he added. 

AI to play key role 
in early diagnosis 

of thyroid 
disorders: AIIMS

Bags containing plastic granules from the cargo of  Liberian 
ship that capsized at Kochi outer harbour, washed ashore near 
the Vizhinjam International Seaport, in Thiruvananthapuram


