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AP, OTTAWA: King Charles 
III said Canada is facing 
unprecedented challeng-
es in a world that's never 
been more dangerous as he 
opened the Canadian Par-
liament on Tuesday with a 
speech widely viewed as a 
show of support in the face 
of annexation threats by US 
President Donald Trump.

Trump's repeated sug-
gestion that the US annex 
Canada prompted Prime 
Minister Mark Carney to 
invite Charles to give the 
speech from the throne out-
lining his governments pri-
orities for the new session 
of Parliament. The king is 
the head of state in Canada, 
which is a member of the 

British Commonwealth of 
former colonies.

“We must face reality: 
since the Second World 
War, our world has never 
been more dangerous and 
unstable. Canada is facing 
challenges that, in our life-
times, are unprecedented," 
Charles said in French.

He added that “many 
Canadians are feeling anx-
ious and worried about the 
drastically changing world 
around them."

It's rare for the monarch 
to deliver what's called the 
speech from the throne in 
Canada. Charles' mother, 
Queen Elizabeth II, did it 
twice before in 1957 and 
1977.

”I have always had the 
greatest admiration for 
Canada's unique identity, 
which is recognised across 
the world for bravery and 

sacrifice in defence of na-
tional values, and for the 
diversity and kindness of 
Canadians," he said.

Charles, on his 20th visit 
to Canada, noted that it has 
been nearly 70 years since 
his mother first opened 
Parliament.

"In the time since, Can-
ada has dramatically 
changed: repatriating its 
constitution, achieving full 
independence, and wit-
nessing immense growth. 
Canada has embraced its 
British, French, and Indig-
enous roots, and become a 
bold, ambitious, innovative 
country that is bilingual, 
truly multicultural,” the 
monarch said.

He said when his late 
mother opened a new ses-
sion of Canadian Parlia-
ment in 1957, World War 
II remained a fresh, painful 

memory and said the Cold 
War was intensifying.

"Freedom and democra-
cy were under threat," he 
said. “Today, Canada faces 
another critical moment. 
Democracy, pluralism, the 
rule of law, self-determina-
tion, and freedom are val-
ues which Canadians hold 
dear, and ones which the 
government is determined 
to protect.”

Charles also said that 
the Canadian government 
“will protect Canada's 
sovereignty by rebuilding, 
rearming, and reinvesting 
in the Canadian Armed 
Forces.

"It will stimulate the Ca-
nadian military industry 
by participating in the 'Re-
Arm Europe' plan and will 
thus contribute, together 
with European partners, to 
trans-Atlantic security. 

King Charles III says Canada 
facing unprecedent challenges

PTI, ISLAMABAD:  Un-
identified gunmen shot 
dead a police personnel 
guarding a polio vaccina-
tion team in Pakistan's res-
tive Balochistan province 
on Tuesday before escap-
ing from the scene, officials 
said.

The incident occurred 
in the Noshki area, where 
polio workers were giving 
anti-polio vaccines to chil-
dren under five years of age 
as part of the nationwide 
drive to vaccinate more 
than 43 million children.

Noshki Deputy Commis-
sioner Amjad Soomro con-
firmed the incident, identi-
fying the killed policeman 
as Waheed Ahmed.

“Police have set up 
checkpoints in the area to 
arrest the attackers,” he 
said.

According to the police, 
the polio workers were un-
harmed in the incident.

The policeman killed in 
the incident was a resident 
of Noshki, they said.

Both provincial and 
federal officials have con-
demned the incident, call-
ing it intolerable and be-
yond comprehension.

President Asif Ali Zardari 
condemned the attack and 
offered heartfelt condo-
lences to the family of the 
bereaved, the newspaper 
said.

He noted that the cour-
age and sacrifice of polio 
officials “[inspires] us all to 
save our children from this 
crippling disease”.

The president reiterated 
Pakistan's commitment to 
fully eradicating polio.“We 
have the tools, the will, and 
the support of our global 
partners to make this vi-
sion a reality. I call on par-
ents to open their doors to 
vaccinators, ensuring every 
child receives the life-sav-
ing polio drops.

“I urge teachers, reli-
gious leaders, and com-
munity elders to champion 
this noble cause, dispelling 
myths and building trust. 

Gunmen kill officer 
guarding polio vaccination 

team in Pakistan

AFP, JAKARTA, INDO-
NESIA: Indonesia is hoping 
going nuclear can help it 
meet soaring energy de-
mand while taming emis-
sions, but faces serious 
challenges to its goal of a 
first small modular reactor 
by 2032.

Its first experiment 
with nuclear energy dates 
to February 1965, when 
then-president Sukarno in-
augurated a test reactor.

Sixty years later, South-
east Asia's largest economy 
has three research reac-
tors but no nuclear power 
plants for electricity.

Abundant reserves of 
polluting coal have so far 
met the enormous archi-
pelago's energy needs.

But "nuclear will be nec-
essary to constrain the rise 

of and eventually reduce 
emissions", said Philip 
Andrews-Speed, a senior 
research fellow at the Ox-
ford Institute for Energy 
Studies.

President Prabowo Sub-
ianto has promised to en-
sure energy security while 
meeting a pledge to elim-
inate coal-powered elec-
tricity generation within 15 
years.

Coal accounts for around 
two-thirds of electricity 
generation in Indonesia, 
which targets net-zero by 
2050.

The government wants 
40-54GW of the 400GW it 
projects will be generat-
ed nationwide by 2060 to 
come from nuclear.

It hopes to kickstart ca-
pacity with a reactor on 

Borneo "by 2030 or 2032", 
according to Energy Minis-
ter Bahlil Lahadalia.

It will be a small mod-
ular reactor, which has a 
lower capacity than tra-
ditional reactors but is 
easier to assemble and 
transport.

The total number of 
plants planned has not 
been detailed, but the gov-
ernment has begun scout-
ing locations -- a challenge 
for a country located on the 
seismically active "Ring of 
Fire".

"Currently, 29 potential 
locations have been iden-
tified for the construction 
of nuclear power plants," 
Dadan Kusdiana, acting 
secretary general of the 
National Energy Council 
(DEN) told AFP.

Nuclear option: Indonesia seeks 
to grow energy, cut emissions

2 killed, 9 
injured in 

shooting at 
Philadelphia

AP, PHILADELPHIA: 
Two people were killed 
and nine others, includ-
ing three teenagers, were 
injured in a shooting at a 
Philadelphia park, police 
said on Tuesday. 

A man and a woman 
died in the Monday night 
shooting in Fairmount 
Park, police Commission-
er Kevin Bethel said at a 
briefing.

Those injured in the Me-
morial Day shooting were 
listed in stable condition, 
he said.

The shooting occurred 
despite officers' presence 
in the park, Bethel said.

Bethel said no one was 
in custody, WPVI-TV re-
ported.
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