
GOA, WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2025 7voice of india
Bald Eagle Brigade 
of the Indian Army 
conducts a multiagency 
exercise to rehearse 
battlefield drills in 
Creek sector of Kutch

A fuel tanker 
overturns and 
catches fire 
on NH-43 near 
Ambikapur, 
Chhattisgarh

Congress leader Sonia 
Gandhi pays tribute to 
India's first prime minister 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru on his 
death anniversary, at Shanti 
Van in New Delhi

President Droupadi Murmu 
confers the Padma Bhushan 
on Bharatanatyam dancer 
Dr. Shobana Chandrakumar 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in 
New Delhi

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday 
sought responses from the 
Centre and others on a peti-
tion challenging the consti-
tutional validity of certain 
provisions of the Waqf Act, 
1995.

A bench of Chief Justice 
B R Gavai and Justice Au-
gustine George Masih is-
sued notices to the Centre 
and others, seeking their 
responses on the plea, and 
tagged it with pending pe-
titions that have raised a 
similar issue.

Advocate Ashwini 
Upadhyay, who appeared 
in the court on behalf of 
petitioner Nikhil Upadhyay, 
told the bench that the plea 
challenges the provisions 
of the Waqf Act, 1995.

He referred to the apex 
court's April 17 order relat-
ing to challenges to the va-
lidity of the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025.

Upadhyay said in that or-
der, the court had said peti-
tions challenging the 1995 
law and the amendments 
made therein in 2013 shall 
be separately shown on the 
cause list.

"Why should a challenge 
to the 1995 Act be allowed 
in 2025?" the CJI asked. He 
also asked why should the 

plea be not dismissed on 
the ground of delay.

The petitioner's coun-
sel said the plea has chal-
lenged the amendments 
made in 2013.

He said the apex court is 
hearing pleas filed in 2020 
challenging the provisions 
of the Places of Worship 
(Special Provisions) Act, 
1991 and the National Com-
mission for Minorities Act, 
1992. The bench agreed to 
hear the plea and tagged it 
with the already-pending 
petitions.

Challenging the validi-
ty of certain provisions of 
the 1995 law, the plea said, 
"Parliament cannot enact 
law in favour of waqf and 
waqf properties, depriving 
non-Muslims from their 
properties, and special pro-
vision giving undue favour 
to waqf properties."

On May 22, the apex court 
reserved interim orders on 

three key issues after hear-
ing both sides in the case re-
lating to the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025.

One of the issues relates 
to the power to de-noti-
fy properties declared as 
"waqf by courts, waqf-by-
user or waqf by deed" pre-
scribed in the 2025 Act.

The top court had previ-
ously identified the three 
issues, on which a stay was 
sought by the petitioners 
challenging the validity of 
the 2025 Act, for passing 
interim orders.

Apart from the issue of 
de-notification, the petition-
ers have raised questions 
over the composition of 
state waqf boards and the 
Central Waqf Council, where 
they contend that only Mus-
lims should operate except 
ex-officio members.

The third issue relates 
to a provision that says a 
waqf property will not be 
treated so when the collec-
tor conducts an inquiry to 
ascertain if the property is 
government land.

The Centre had strongly 
defended the 2025 Act, say-
ing waqf by its very nature 
was a "secular concept" 
and cannot be stayed given 
the "presumption of consti-
tutionality" in its favour. 

SC issues notices to Centre, 
others on plea challenging 
validity of 1995 Waqf Act

Parliament cannot 
enact law in 

favour of waqf and waqf 
properties, depriving 
non-Muslims from their 
properties, and special 
provision giving undue 
favour to waqf properties
– Petitioner

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh has 
approved the "execution 
model" to implement a 
mega project to indige-
nously develop a fifth gen-
eration deep penetration 
advanced medium combat 
aircraft for the Indian Air 
force(AMCA).

India has been work-
ing on the ambitious 
AMCA project to devel-
op the medium weight 
deep penetration fighter 
jet with advanced stealth 
features to bolster its air  
power capability.

The defence ministry 
said on Tuesday that 
Singh has approved 
the "Advanced Medium 
Combat Aircraft (AMCA) 
Programme Execution 
Model."

"In a significant push 
towards enhancing India's 
indigenous defence capa-
bilities and fostering a ro-
bust domestic aerospace 
industrial ecosystem, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Sin-
gh has approved the AMCA 
Programme Execution 
Model," it said.

The Aeronautical De-
velopment Agency (ADA) 
is set to execute the 
programme through In-
dustry partnership. The 
defence ministry said 
the "Execution Model" 
approach provides equal 
opportunities to both pri-
vate and public sectors 
on competitive basis.

Go ahead for 
indigenous fighter jet 

"They can bid either inde-
pendently or as joint venture 
or as consortia. The entity/
bidder should be an Indian 
company compliant with 
the laws and regulations 
of the country," it said in  
a statement.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The US 
Embassy in India on Tuesday 
warned international stu-
dents studying in the US that 
if they "drop out, skip classes, 
or leave your programme of 
study" without informing the 
school, then their student vi-
sas may be revoked.

The Embassy, in a post 
on X, also urged students to 
adhere to the terms of visas 
and "maintain your student 
status" to avoid any issues.

"If you drop out, skip 
classes, or leave your pro-

gram of study without 
informing your school, 
your student visa may 
be revoked, and you may 
lose eligibility for future 
US visas. Always adhere 
to the terms of your visa 
and maintain your stu-
dent status to avoid any 
issues," it said.

American universities 
attract a large number of 
Indian students.

In 2023, the US consular 
team in India issued over 
1,40,000 student visas.

Skipping classes 
may cost students 

their visa


