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Will Gaude's googly spee

- up cabinet reshuffle?

Team Herald

PANJIM: Just as Goa was
cooling off under surprise
pre-monsoon showers,
Art and Culture Minister
Govind Gaude brought the
political heat right back
with an unexpected googly
aimed at the Department
of Tribal Welfare — cur-
rently under none other
than Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant. The charge? Cor-
ruption. The reaction? Pre-
dictably electric.

Even as the Chief Minis-
ter’s team scrambled into
damage control mode, the
opposition parties smelt
blood and went straight
for the jugular. It wasn’t
the first time Gaude had
tossed a grenade into the
government’s garden par-

Ministers are more focused

personal fortunes than public

welfare

— Manikrao Thakare,
AICC Goa in-charge

This government thrives
on corruption. Accidents
are up, tourism is down, and

law and order is in a nosedive.

on

This is his (Gaude's) desperate attempt to
leave the Cabinet as a hero, playing the
anti-corruption crusader card. But really, it
gives the CM the perfect excuse to show him
the door. Whether it's Gaude, or others like
Madkaikar and Michael Lobo, the underlying

theme is the same — corruption is not the
exception, it's the rule

- Prof Prabhakar Timble, political analyst

ty, but this time, political
observers believe it's not
just about righteous rage
— it may be the prelude to
a much-anticipated cabinet
reshuffle.

For over two years now,
the buzz of a reshuffle has
lingered, and Gaude’s name
has been a constant in the
list of likely casualties. But
the CM has played his cards
close to the chest and with a

poker face to match. The re-
shuffle, he says, will happen
‘at the right time’.

Ironically, Gaude him-
self has weathered a few
storms in recent memory.
Last year, he faced the heat
when Speaker Ramesh Ta-
wadkar accused the Direc-
torate of Art and Culture
of pocketing Rs 26 lakh for
cultural events that alleged-
ly never saw the light of day.
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"During June, most of the

Gaude, for his part, passed
the buck — insisting the
funds went to NGOs and
Self-Help Groups.

Fast forward to March
this year, and Gaude was
again in the spotlight, ruf-
fling feathers when he cas-
ually dismissed the role of
the BJP’s alliance partner.
His off-script remark came
right after the CM confi-
dently declared that the

BJP would contest from
Priol in 2027. The par-
ty brass — especially BJP
State President Damodar
Naik — wasn’t amused and
promptly reminded Gaude
about discipline.

Now, Gaude’s latest al-

legation has opened a new

can of worms. AICC Goa
in-charge Manikrao Thaka-

Manipur protests force Guv to fly
7 km from airport to Raj Bhavan

¢ PTI, IMPHAL: Two central
: offices were locked in Im-
¢ phal as the students’ wing
i of the COCOMI, an umbrel-
i la body of Meitei groups,
i protested the concealing
¢ of the State’s name from a

re called it a ‘clear sign’ of

BJP’s internal power strug-

gle and said the root of it

all is money. “This govern-
ment thrives on corruption.
Accidents are up, tour-
ism is down, and law and
order is in a nosedive.
Ministers are more fo-
cused on personal for-
tunes than public welfare,”
Thakare fired.
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Covid in India: 750
in a week
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NEW DELHI: India has re-
corded a notable increase
in Covid infections, with
753 new cases reported
in the past week. The total
number of active cases has

Treacherous Pilgao
roads swing focus back

on mining operations

Villagers halt ore trucks after road turns into
muddy carriageway, spelling danger for motorists

Now, a few months since the

tabi last week. Protestors
seeking an apology from
Manipur Governor Ajay Ku-
mar Bhalla made him travel
about 7 km in a chopper to
reach the Raj Bhavan from
Imphal’s Tulihal Airport
on Monday.

Hundreds of protes-
tors had formed a human
chain from the airport’s
departure gate to the Keis-
hampat Junction near the
Raj Bhavan.
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Inauguration Today
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Vice President , GCCI

Guest of Honour : Hon. Ranjita Pai
Chairperson , GSCW
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the main road is
getting muddy and
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slush where two-wheelers are
in real danger of accidents be-
cause of skidding.

This threat to local riders
led to chaos at the main junc-

east India may receive be-
low-normal rain," he said.
IMD Director General
Mrutyunjay =~ Mohapatra
said that due to this ex-
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