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Ship wreck: Coast guard intensifies oil 
spill mitigation efforts off Kerala coast

PTI, KOCHI/NEW DEL-
HI: As a Liberian cargo 
ship sank off the Kerala 

coast causing oil slick, the 
Indian Coast Guard has 
deployed offshore patrol 

vessels for monitoring of 
the site while pollution 
response vessel Samudra 
Prahari has been mobi-
lised as the ICG intensified 
surveillance and spill mit-
igation efforts. Authorities 
in Kerala on Monday said 
many of its containers have 
started to wash ashore, 
with some of those being 
found along the coasts of 
southern Kollam and Alap-
puzha districts.

"As there is a risk of the 
oil spill spreading, a high 
alert has been issued along 
the entire Kerala coast," ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued by the Chief Minister's 
Office (CMO) earlier in the 
day.

Liberian container vessel 
– MSC ELSA 3 – sank off the 
Kochi coast early on Sun-
day, due to flooding. It went 
down with 640 containers, 
including 13 with hazard-
ous cargo and 12 contain-
ing calcium carbide. It was 
also loaded with 84.44 MT 
of diesel and 367.1 MT of 
furnace oil, the Ministry of 
Defence said on Sunday.

The ministry in a fresh 
statement on Monday said 

hours after the contain-
er vessel sank, the Indian 
Coast Guard's surveillance 
aircraft detected an "oil 
slick" at the site, and the 
ICG has launched a "full-
scale pollution response 
operation".

The ICG has intensified 
surveillance and spill mit-
igation efforts using aerial 
sorties and specialised dis-
persal equipment, the min-
istry said.

"Two offshore patrol 
vessels (OPVs) remain on-
site for round-the-clock 
monitoring, while pollution 
response vessel Samudra 
Prahari and additional 
OPVs have been mobilised 

with large quantities of 
OSD (oil spill dispersant)," 
it said.

The ICG launched a 
"full-scale pollution re-
sponse operation follow-
ing the sinking of the Li-
berian vessel, which sank 
approximately 15 nautical 
miles southwest of Alap-
puzha, Kerala, the minis-
try said.

"By late morning on May 
25, the oil slick was spot-
ted drifting east-south-
east from the site of the 
sinking at a speed of 1.5 
to 2 knots. Rough sea con-
ditions and strong winds 
made response efforts 
more challenging.

Containers from the ship MSC Elsa 3 that sank at the Kochi 
outer harbour drifted ashore, in Kollam, Kerala, Monday 

Maoist with 5 
lakh bounty 

killed in 
Jharkhand

PTI, LATEHAR: A member 
of the banned CPI (Mao-
ist), who was carrying a 
bounty of Rs 5 lakh on his 
head, was killed in a gun-
fight with security forces 
in Jharkhand's Latehar 
district on Monday, a sen-
ior police official said. An-
other red rebel was also 
arrested during the opera-
tion, he said. 

The encounter between 
security forces and Mao-
ists broke out in a forest in 
Dauna under the Mauha-
dand Police Station limits 
on Sunday night, he said. 

"Manish Yadav, who was 
carrying a reward of Rs 
5 lakh on his head, was 
killed in the gunfight with 
security forces. Another 
Maoist Kundan Kherwar 
was arrested," Palamu DIG 
YS Ramesh told PTI.

The operation was con-
ducted barely two days 
after two Maoists, includ-
ing JJMP supremo Pappu 
Lohra, who was carrying 
a bounty of Rs 10 lakh on 
his head, were killed in an 
anti-Naxal operation by 
security forces in the dis-
trict.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Mon-
day agreed to hear a plea 
challenging a decision 
of the National Board of 
Examination to hold the 
NEET-PG exam in two 
shifts.  The National Eligi-
bility-cum-Entrance Test 
for Postgraduate courses 
(NEET-PG), 2025, will be 
conducted on June 15, in 
two shifts on a comput-
er-based platform. Its 
results will be declared 
by July 15. A bench com-
prising Chief Justice B R 
Gavai and Justice Augus-
tine George Masih took 
note of the submissions 
of the lawyer and said 
that the plea will be listed 
for hearing soon.

On May 23, the bench 
had said that the plea will 
be listed for hearing next 
week and it was not. The 
lawyer pointed it out again 
on Monday.

  "The bench said it would 
list the matter this week. It 
is extremely urgent. The 
admit cards will be issued 
on June 2," the lawyer said.  

It will be listed in a day 
or two, the CJI said.  

The bench had on May 
5 sought a response from 
the NBE, National Medical 
Council, and the Ministry 
of Health and Family Wel-
fare on the plea.

SC to hear plea 
challenging 

proposed  
NEET-PG 2025 
exam in 2 shifts

PTI, NEW DELHI: India on 
Monday unveiled a home-
grown weather forecast-
ing system with a spatial 
resolution of six km -- the 
highest in the world -- that 
would enable the weather 
office to issue more local-
ised and accurate fore-
casts.  Developed by the 
Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology (IITM), the 
Bharat Forecasting System 
(BFS) will be operational 
from this monsoon season 
and place India among the 
global leaders in weather 
prediction, Earth Scienc-
es Minister Jitendra Sin-
gh said. The BFS will be 
the only global numerical 
weather prediction system 
in the world deployed at 
such a high resolution, rep-
resenting a major advance-
ment in India's forecasting 
capabilities.

The numerical global fore-
cast models run by the Euro-
pean, British and US weather 
offices have a resolution be-
tween 9 km and 14 km.

"The tropical region is a 
chaotic region for weather. 
The change in weather pat-
terns is unpredictable and 
higher resolution models 
are required to capture the 
spatial changes," M Ravi-

chandran, Secretary, Min-
istry of Earth Sciences said.

"Earlier, we used to issue 
one forecast for four villag-
es. The BFS will enable us 
to issue separate forecasts 
for each of the four villag-
es," he said.

Singh said the BFS would 
boost monsoon tracking, 
aviation, cyclone monitor-
ing and disaster manage-
ment, agriculture, water-
ways, defence, and flood 
forecasting, and also sup-
port key ministries.

"A proud marker of our 
rise as the world's fourth 
largest economy under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, this unique forecast 
system promises to supple-
ment India's economy by 
saving on potential losses 
and simultaneously adding 
on potential gains," Singh 
said.

The new forecast-
ing model, developed 
by researchers, includ-
ing Parthasarathy Muk-
hopadhyay, was made pos-
sible due to the installation 
of the new supercomputer 
Arka at the IITM campus 
last year with a capacity of 
11.77 petaflops and storage 
capacity of 33 petabytes.

"The previous super-

computer 'Pratyush' used 
to take up to 10 hours to 
run the forecasting model. 
Arka performs the same 
data-crunching within four 
hours," Mukhopadhyay told 
PTI.

Ravichandran said the 
BFS provides insight into 
weather events likely to 
take place in a grid of 6 km 
by 6 km against the earlier 
models that gave predic-
tions for a 12 km grid.

He said the data from 
a network of 40 Doppler 
Weather Radars from 
across the country will be 
used to run the BFS mod-
el that would enable the 
weather office to issue 
more localised forecasts 
and nowcasts.

Gradually, the number 
of Doppler radars will in-
crease to 100, which would 
allow the weather office to 
issue nowcasts – weather 
forecasts for the next two 
hours – across the country.

The BFS can provide 6 
km resolution forecasts for 
the tropical region that falls 
between 30 degrees South 
and 30 degrees North Lat-
itudes. The Indian main-
land extends between 8.4 
degrees north and 37.6 de-
grees north latitudes.

India unveils high-resolution 
weather forecasting model, 
will aid monsoon forecasts

Himachal 
receives hoax 
bomb threat, 

security 
tightened

PTI, SHIMLA: An email 
claiming that a bomb 
had been planted at the 
Himachal Pradesh State 
Secretariat here sent se-
curity forces into a tiz-
zy. Nothing suspicious, 
however, was found 
during a search, officials 
said.

On Sunday, after in-
formation about the 
explosive was received, 
bomb disposal and dog 
squads rushed to the 
state secretariat and 
conducted a thorough 
search of the premises, 
officials said.

Though the threat 
turned out to be a hoax, 
security was tightened at 
the secretariat as a pre-
cautionary measure, they 
said.

According to officials, 
efforts are being made to 
identify the source of the 
email.

This is the second time 
that the secretariat has 
received a bomb threat 
email this year. In April 
too, there was a bomb 
hoax at the secretariat.


