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Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
B R Gavai being greeted by 
Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde at 
the former’s residence, in 
New Delhi

Congress members 
stage a protest 
demanding restoration 
of flight services at 
the Solapur airport, 
Maharashtra on Monday

An aerial view of empty 
houseboats in Dal Lake, 
as tourism takes a hit 
following the Pahalgam 
terror that claimed 26 
lives, in Srinagar

A multi-party 
delegation led by 
Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor during a 
meeting, in GuyanaPics 
from Guyana
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A woman holding her child walks along a road amid rain, in 
Kolkataon  Monday

Australian Certificate of Education to offer 
curriculum in Indian schools from 2025
NEW DELHI:  The Association of Indian Universities (AIU) 
has granted foreign board equivalence to the Western 
Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), paving 
the way for the curriculum to be formally introduced 
in Indian schools, according to officials.  WACE is a 
globally recognised senior secondary curriculum from 
the Australian government. The School Curriculum 
and Standards Authority (SCSA), a statutory body of the 
Government of Western Australia, administers the WACE 
programme.  With over 37 years of delivery across over 
16 countries, including Singapore, China, Japan, and 
Malaysia, WACE is known for its future-ready curriculum 
that emphasizes academic depth, skills development, and 
global university pathways. 

UP: Man tricks cops by using fake 
release order to get his truck back
BHADOHI: case has been registered against a man who 
got his truck released from a police station by showing an 
alleged fake release order along with the fake signature of 
a mine inspector, the police said on Monday. 
The accused, identified as Siddhnath Pal, a native of 
Jaravan Pahara village in Mirzapur district, sent the 
release order allegedly issued by the mining department 
to the District Magistrate's office (mining section) for 
confirmation. Based on the complaint by the head clerk, 
a case was registered against Pal under Sections 318(4) 
(cheating), 319(2) (impersonation), 336(3) (forgery), 338 
(forgery of valuable security, will, etc), 340(2) (forged 
document or electronic record and using it as genuine) of 
the BNS on Sunday, Aurai Police Station SHO Ram Sarikh 
Gautam said.

PTI

Early monsoon wreaks havoc across the country

PTI, MUMBAI: One person 
died in a lightning strike, 
while 48 people were res-
cued from inundated are-
as as heavy rains battered 
several places in Mahar-
ashtra, including Mumbai, 
on Monday, the office of 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis said.

“Pune, Satara, Solapur, 
Raigad, Mumbai and MMR 
(Mumbai Metropolitan 
Region) have received 
heavy rainfall. Daund re-
ceived 117 mm of rain in 
24 hours, Baramati 104.75 
mm, while 63.25 mm was 
recorded in Indapur,” the 
statement said.

It said 25 houses partially 
collapsed in Baramati, while 
seven persons trapped in 
flooded areas were rescued. 
“70 to 80 families have been 
shifted to safer places. Mo-
bile services that were dis-
rupted yesterday are now 
being restored,” the CM's 
Office said. 

Two persons were res-
cued from an inundated spot 
in Indapur in Pune district.

A team of the National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF) has been deployed 
in Phaltan in Satara district, 
which received 163.5 mm of 
rain. 

"Thirty citizens were 
stranded near Dudhebavi 
village. They have been pro-
vided with accommodation 
and food facilities,” it said.

In Solapur, which re-
ceived 67.75 mm of rain in 
24 hours, six citizens were 

trapped in floods in Mal-
shiras taluka, the CMO said. 
They have been shifted to 
a safer place. Efforts are 
underway to rescue three 
people trapped in the Bhi-
ma river bed in Pandhar-
pur, it said.

One person died after be-
ing struck by lightning in Rai-
gad district, while the Mahad 
to Raigad Fort road has been 
closed due to heavy rains.

as due to ongoing high-
way construction works. 
Meanwhile, fishing boats 
that had ventured out early 
in the season are returning 
to the New Mangalore Port 
due to unfavourable sea 
conditions. 

Heavy monsoon rain in 
Karnataka, lashing over the 
coastal belt for the third 
consecutive day on Monday 
severely disrupting normal 
life in Dakshina Kannada 

district, prompting author-
ities to issue a red alert and 
deploy disaster response 
teams.

The red alert for coastal 
Karnataka will remain in 
force for the next five days, 
the IMD said.

Several parts of Man-
galuru city reported water-
logging and traffic snarls as 
the drainage systems failed 
to cope with the downpour.

According to officials, 
minor incidents of land-
slides were reported from 
hilly regions across the dis-
trict.

Major incidents of water-
logging have been report-
ed from Kottara junction, 
Malemar, Mahaveera circle 
in Mangaluru city, while 
smaller inundation have 
been reported from Urva, 
Matadakani, Kudroli, Kodi-
albail(west) in the city.

Thokkuttu, Goodinabali, 
Marakada, Panamburu and 
adjoining places were also 

waterlogged.
Dakshina Kannada's 

acting Deputy Commis-
sioner Anand K, said that 
all Anganwadi centres in 
the district were closed on 
Monday due to incessant 
rainfall. The India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD) 
has forecast continued 
heavy rain over the next 
48 hours across the coastal 
region.

According to the district 
administration, rainfall 
figures over the past 24 
hours crossed 150 mm in 
multiple areas, with Sullia's 
Bellare recording the high-
est at 200.5 mm, followed 
by Bantwal's Sarapady and 
Puttur's Belandur with 190 
mm each.

In view of the worsening 
conditions, one team of 
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) has 
been stationed in Puttur, 
while two State Disaster 
Response Force (SDRF) 

teams have been deployed 
in Mangaluru and Subrah-
manya. Officials have been 
directed to remain on high 
alert.

Meanwhile in Kerala, 
Heavy downpours contin-
ued to wreak havoc in Ker-
ala on Monday, forcing peo-
ple to shift to relief camps 
and safer locations in many 
places.

According to the Chief 
Minister's Office, the in-
tense monsoon has claimed 
four lives in the state so far.

As many as 29 houses 
were destroyed and 868 
houses partially damaged 
across Kerala, the CMO 
said.

Five relief camps were 
opened in Wayanad district 
and one each in Idukki and 
Kozhikode districts, it add-
ed.

As the southwest mon-

soon intensified two days 
after its early onset in the 
state, almost all districts 
experienced heavy down-
pours and strong winds, 
disrupting power sup-
ply, inundating homes in 
low-lying areas, and caus-
ing traffic disruptions.

As per reports from 
across the state, inces-
sant rains have caused 
widespread uprooting of 
trees, affecting villages, 
towns, and high ranges, 
while swollen water bod-
ies threatened residents in 
several districts.

While uprooted trees 
fell upon railway tracks, 
partially impacting the 
movement of trains on 
some routes, waterlogging 
caused traffic snarls on in-
land village paths and city 
roads alike.

Rail traffic was partially 
affected due to trees falling 
in various places, and the 
traffic was restored after 

People wade through a waterlogged road amid rains at Byculla, 
in Mumbai, Monday

Mumbai sees earliest monsoon onset in 75 years; Aqua Line station inundated;  red alert issued in 
Karnataka, NDRF teams deployed; relief camps opened in Kerala

People prevent their belongings from being carried away by 
water at a flooded residential area after heavy rainfall, in Kochi

district authorities said on 
Monday.

People wade through a flooded road during monsoon rain, in 
Mumbai, Monday

removing the obstructions, 
authorities said.

Trees fell in various sec-
tions, including Guruvayur–
Punkunnam, Ernakulam 
South–Ernakulam Town, and 
Ambalappuzha–Alappuzha, 
as well as in Tiruvalla Yard, a 
railway statement said.

With intense rains continu-
ing, a number of tribal fami-
lies from Puzhamkuni hamlet 
in Wayanad's Sultan Bathery 
were moved to relief camps, 

PTI, IMPHAL: Security 
forces have arrested three 
militants, belonging to 
various proscribed outfits, 
in Manipur for allegedly 
being involved in extortion 
activities, police said on 
Monday.  One cadre of the 
banned United National 
Liberation Front (Pambei) 
was apprehended from 
Moirang Sendra Road in 
Bishnupur district on Sat-
urday, a senior officer said. 

The militant was ac-
cused of being directly in-
volved in demanding mon-
ey from local businessmen 
and several government 
institutions in the district 
and also in Imphal, he said. 

UNLF (Pambei) had 
signed a peace pact with 
the Centre in November 
2023, but its members 
have been arrested for "ex-
tortion and other criminal 
activities", the officer said.

3 militants 
arrested in 
Manipur for 

extortion

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrest-
ed a CRPF personnel for 
allegedly spying for Pa-
kistan, officials said on 
Monday.   The accused, 
Moti Ram Jat, was active-
ly involved in espionage 
activity and had been 
sharing classified infor-
mation related to nation-
al security with the Paki-
stan intelligence officers 
(PIOs) since 2023, they 
said.  

Jat, an assistant sub in-
spector with the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF), 
was receiving funds from 
the PIOs through various 
conduits, officials said.

The anti-terror agency 
has arrested Jat from Delhi 
and is interrogating him, 
they said.  

Meanwhile, the CRPF 
said it has dismissed him 
from the service.

Jat came under the 
scanner in the course 
of close monitoring of 
his social media activity 
by the CRPF, in coordi-
nation with the central 
agencies, during which 
he was found to have 
"acted in violation of 
established norms and 
protocols," according to 
a statement issued by 
the CRPF.

He was handed over to 
the NIA for further inquiry, 
it said.

"Concurrently, the in-
dividual has been dis-
missed from service with 
effect from 21.05.2025, 
under the relevant provi-
sions of the Constitution 
of India read with the 
CRPF Rules," the state-
ment said.

Jat was produced before 
a special court here which 
has remanded him to the 
NIA custody till June 6.

NIA arrests CRPF personnel 
for spying for Pakistan

PTI, NEW DELHI: Delhi 
Health Minister Pankaj Sin-
gh on Monday said Covid 
caused by the new variant 
has only shown symptoms 
of viral fever so far, and 
urged people not to panic.  
He said the government has 
sent a health advisory to 
hospitals telling them to be 
prepared for any eventuali-
ty, but it was just a precau-
tionary step and not a sign 
of alarm. "We have advised 
hospitals to be ready with 
beds, oxygen, essential 
medicines, and equipment 
– just in case. This is part of 
standard preparedness, not 
because the situation is se-
rious," he said.

"There is no need to wor-
ry. Covid caused by the new 
variant is similar to a nor-
mal viral illness. The pa-
tients who have come in so 
far are experiencing mild 
symptoms like fever cough 
and cold," Singh told PTI.

The minister reassured 
people that Delhi govern-
ment hospitals, doctors, 
and medical staff are fully 
equipped and ready to re-
spond if needed. 

"There is no cause for con-
cern. Everything is in place. 
The advisory was issued so 
that we are prepared, not 
because there is any emer-
gency," Singh added.

The health department 
reported 104 active COV-
ID-19 cases in the city on 

Monday. INSACOG data 
showed NB.1.8.1 and LF.7 
variants of Covid have been 
detected in India.

As of May 2025, the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) classifies LF.7 and 
NB.1.8 subvariants as Var-
iants Under Monitoring, 
not as Variants of Concern 
or Variants of Interest. But 
these are the variants that 
are reportedly driving the 
rise in Covid cases in China 
and parts of Asia.

Covid’s new variant has only 
viral fever symptoms, no need to 

panic: Delhi health minister

NORMAL LIFE DISRUPTED 
IN KARNATAKA

4 LIVES LOST, 29 HOUSES 
DESTROYED IN KERALA


