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PTI, IMPHAL: A scuffle 
broke out between pro-
testers and security forces 
on Sunday while they were 
on their way to gherao the 
Raj Bhavan here against the 
removal of the state's name 
from a government bus. 
The protesters responding 
to a call by COCOMI (Co-
ordinating Committee on 
Manipur Integrity) to stage 
mass agitation gathered at 
Khwairamband and took 
out a rally for some 500 
metres before they were 
stopped by security forc-
es. They were demanding 
an apology from Governor 
Ajay Kumar Bhalla over an 
alleged insult to Manipur's 
identity.

Security forces fired 
several rounds of tear gas 
shells to disperse the pro-
testers in front of Kangla 
Gate, some 150 metres 
from Raj Bhavan gate.

Five protesters have been 
admitted to hospital with 

injuries, a hospital official 
said.

One protester told re-
porters, "The governor 
continues to disregard the 
sentiments of the people by 
his silence. He and his ad-
ministration has complete-
ly humiliated the state's 
historical and cultural lega-
cy all the while administer-

ing the state. The inquiry 
commission set up by the 
government to probe the 
incident is not enough and 
does not mention anything 
about penalising those who 
were involved."

The protest follows out-
rage over a reported direc-
tive to remove "Manipur" 
from Manipur State Trans-

port bus with journalists on 
board on May 20 en route 
to the Shirui Festival in 
Ukhrul district.

COCOMI has announced 
statewide agitation and 
demanded the resignation 
of the Chief Secretary, DGP, 
and Security Advisor.

The Manipur government 
on Wednesday ordered a 
probe into the allegations 
that security personnel 
forced to cover the state's 
name on a bus taking jour-
nalists to the Shirui Lily 
festival.

It was alleged that secu-
rity forces had stopped the 
state-run bus, on which 
journalists were being tak-
en by the government to 
cover the tourism festival in 
Ukhrul district on Tuesday, 
and forced the Directorate 
of Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR) staffers to 
cover the state's name writ-
ten on the windshield with 
a white paper.

Protesters scuffle with security 
forces near Manipur Raj Bhavan

AMID BUS ROW, MEITEI GROUP COCOMI SAYS 
IT WILL MEET HOME MINISTRY OFFICIALS 

PTI, IMPHAL: A seven-member delegation of COCOMI, an 
umbrella body of Meitei groups, will meet Union Home 
Ministry officials in New Delhi on Tuesday and discuss the 
present situation in Manipur, particularly the row over 
hiding the state's name on a government bus in Gwaltabi, 
its convenor Khuraijam Athouba said. He said the agenda 
for the meeting includes the demand for a public apol-
ogy from Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla over the Gwaltabi 
incident, and the removal of the chief secretary, DGP, and 
security advisor."The central government and COCOMI 
have been communicating. The Ministry of Home Affairs 
has extended an invitation to COCOMI (Coordinating 
Committee on Manipur Integrity) for an exclusive meet-
ing. The meeting is scheduled on Tuesday," Athouba said.

PTI, BENGALURU: With 
fresh Covid-19 cases being 
reported in the state, Karna-
taka Health Minister Dinesh 
Gundu Rao on Sunday said 
the government is taking 
all the necessary precau-
tionary measures, includ-
ing testing the risky cases. 
Speaking to reporters after 
the death of an 84-year-old 
man with severe comorbid-
ities, who tested positive for 
Covid-19, the minister said, 
"He had several issues. So 
we have asked for an audit. 
We cannot say directly that 
he died because of COVID 
only".

Commenting on the cur-
rent Covid status, he said 
that the situation at pres-
ent is not concerning or 
calls for restrictions.

Officials and experts are 
constantly monitoring, and 
decisions on any further 
measures, if needed, will be 
taken based on the situation, 
in consultation with the cen-
tral government, he added. 

"An 84-year-old man has 
died. The death probably 
happened on May 17. We are 
getting this death audited. He 
was tested COVID positive, 
but he was bedridden for a 
year, he had a hip replace-
ment, he had heart issues, 
and he was a TB patient. So 
we have asked for an audit to 
get a clear report," he said.

According to the health 
department, 38 active 
COVID-19 cases were re-
ported in the state, includ-
ing 32 in Bengaluru as on 
Saturday evening.

"We have asked our de-
partment officials to con-
duct tests. RT-PCR testing 
kits will most probably 
reach our centres by to-
morrow or the day after. 
So, wherever necessary, we 
have asked for tests to be 
conducted, especially with 
Severe Acute Respiratory 
Infection (SARI) cases and 
Influenza-Like Illness (ILI) 
cases among aged people 
and children. 

Karnataka takes 
saftey measures 

against Covid–19

PTI, NEW DELHI: A family 
of nine Bangladeshi nation-
als who worked in a brick 
kiln in Haryana's Mewat but 
fled fearing arrest for enter-
ing India illegally have been 
nabbed by the Delhi police, 
officials said on Sunday.  
Upon receiving information 
about illegal Bangladeshis, 
a police team detailed a sur-
veillance and verification 
drive in Wazirpur JJ Colony 
on May 23 which led to the 
detention of one such per-
son. His interrogation helped 
the police apprehend eight 
other Bangladeshi nationals, 
including a newborn, of the 
same family who were living 
in India without valid docu-

ments, an official said. 
They were nabbed from 

the Bharat Nagar area of 
northwest Delhi. 

A smartphone with a 
banned video call and chat 
app that the family used to 
communicate with their 
kin in Bangladesh has been 
seized from them, he said.

During questioning, the 
family said that had en-
tered the country illegally 
through the India-Bangla-
desh border in West Ben-
gal's Cooch Behar district. 
They initially claimed In-
dian nationality but were 
found to be from Bangla-
desh Kurigram district, 
police said.

Delhi Police 
nabs family of 9 

bangladeshi nationals 

PTI, PATNA: Unidentified 
miscreants in an SUV fired 
several rounds in the air 
reportedly over a park-
ing-related dispute at Pat-
na's Boring Canal road area 
before fleeing, triggering 
panic in the locality, police 
said on Sunday.

No one was injured in the 
incident that took place on 
Saturday evening, they said.

Patna SSP Avakash Kumar 
told PTI that six police per-
sonnel have been suspended 
in connection with the inci-
dent for dereliction of duty.

“Unidentified miscre-
ants in an SUV fired several 
rounds in the air at Boring 
Canal Road area. Inciden-

tally, Additional ADG (Law 
and Order) Pankaj Darad 
was also present near the 
spot as he was returning 
from a meeting.

“The ADG's security 
guard also fired in the air 
near the GPO Golambar in 
an attempt to stop the as-
sailants, who managed to 
escape, driving their vehicle 
recklessly. Darad also alert-
ed the police control room,” 
SDPO (Sachiwalaya) Saket 
Kumar told reporters.

Eyewitnesses claimed 
that several rounds were 
fired in the air by the 
miscreants following a 
heated argument over a 
parking spot.

Panic grips Patna after 
miscreants fire in the

air, flee
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