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AFP, PARIS: Carlos Alcaraz will begin 
his French Open title defence against Ja-
pan's Kei Nishikori as Iga Swiatek faces a 
difficult route to a fourth successive Ro-
land Garros title after a year-long trophy 
drought. Jannik Sinner takes on home 
hope Arthur Rinderknech in the world 
number one's first Grand Slam match 
since serving a three-month doping ban.

Alcaraz and Sinner have com-
bined to win each of the last five 

men's Grand Slam titles and 
are the two chief con-

tenders again in Paris.
Novak Djokovic, 

who had not won 
a clay-court match 
this season before this 
week, starts his latest quest 
for a record-setting 25th ma-
jor against American Mac-
kenzie McDonald. Seeded 

sixth, Djokovic could have 
been drawn to meet either 

Alcaraz or Sinner in the 
quarter-finals, but draw 

spared him from that 
prospect.

Instead, he 
could run into 

2024 run-
ner-up Alex-

ander Zverev 
in the last 

eight be-

fore a potential semi-final against Sinner. 
Alcaraz is in the other half of the draw. 

Alcaraz could play Fabian Marozsan 
or Luca Nardi in the second round, with 
towering Frenchman Giovanni Mpetshi 
Perricard a possible third round-oppo-
nent. The Spaniard is on course to meet 
2021 runner-up Stefanos Tsitsipas or 
Ben Shelton in the last 16. Two-time fi-

nalist Casper Ruud is seeded to face 
him in the quarter-finals.

In-form Lorenzo Musetti and 
fourth seed Taylor Fritz are 
also in that half of the field.

Should Sinner get past the 
72nd-ranked Rinderknech, 

he could go up against Richard 
Gasquet in what is the 38-year-old 

Frenchman's final tournament before 
retirement. Alejandro Davidovich Foki-
na potentially lurks in the third round 
with Andrey Rublev and Arthur Fils 
possible rivals in the last 16.

Sinner could meet fifth seed Jack 
Draper or Alex de Minaur in the quar-
ter-finals ahead of what would be a 
blockbuster clash with Djokovic.

Three-time French Open titlist Djok-
ovic would likely have to get beyond 
the likes of Denis Shapovalov and Daniil 
Medvedev to make another deep run.

The 38-year-old Djokovic is appearing 
at Roland Garros for the 20th time. He 
has reached the quarter-finals or better 
at every edition of Roland Garros since 

2010. Iga Swiatek will need to rediscov-
er her best form to retain the Coupe Su-
zanne Lenglen following a troubled past 
12 months. The Pole, who has dropped to 
fifth in the world, is in the same quarter as 
last year's finalist Jasmine Paolini, former 
champion Jelena Ostapenko and 2022 
Wimbledon winner Elena Rybakina.

Swiatek plays Slovakian Rebecca 
Sramkova in the first round before a pos-
sible meeting with Britain's Emma Radu-
canu, the 2021 US Open winner making 
just her second visit to Paris.

Elina Svitolina, Belinda Bencic, Donna 
Vekic and Marta Kostyuk also feature 

alongside Swiatek in a loaded 
section.

The French Open 
starts on Sunday 

and concludes 
on June 8.

Four-time 
French Open 

c h a m p i o n 
S w i a t e k 

is in the 
s a m e 

half 
of the d r a w 
as top seed Aryna Sabalenka, 
who gets under way against Kamil-
la Rakhimova from Russia.

Alcaraz plays Nishikori in Roland Garros 
opener, Swiatek gets tough draw

Djokovic will face McDonald of United States in the first round

AP, PARIS: Benjamin Hassan 
made history by becoming the 
first Lebanese tennis player in 
the Open era to qualify for the 
main draw of the French Open.
The 30-year-old defeated 
Japan’s James Trotter 6-2, 
7-6 (5) in the final round of 
qualifying. Germany-born 
Hassan secured his place at 
Roland-Garros by winning 

three straight matches in 
the qualifying tourna-
ment on the clay courts 
of Paris. Ranked No. 177 
in the world, Hassan is no 
stranger to breaking new 
ground for Lebanese ten-
nis. Last summer, at the 
Paris Olympics, which 
also took place on the 
clay courts of Roland-

Garros, Hassan became the first player to 
represent Lebanon. He defeated American 
Christopher Eubanks in the first round, 
claiming the first win in the history of the 
competition for his country.

His qualification is the second major 
milestone for Lebanese tennis this year.

In the first round of the French Open, he 
is scheduled to face another player who 
also came through the qualifying round, 
the Italian Matteo Gigante.

HASSAN MAKES HISTORY AS 1ST LEBANESE PLAYER IN OPEN ERA TO QUALIFY 
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MAPUSA: Shane Anthony Temudo, 
from Thivim, began his football jour-
ney at St Britto’s High School, Mapusa, 
in Class IV, where Fr Cecil played a piv-
otal role in nurturing his love for ‘The 
Beautiful Game’. 

This early encouragement laid the 
foundation for a deep-rooted passion 
that continues to shape his life today.

Shane reflects on the investment he 
has made in football, both as a player 
and now as a coach. 

“I always wanted to be a pro-
fessional player and 
play for the coun-
try and was 

a m -
bitious to doing so, 

did work hard but injuries 
took a stall and it was very 

difficult to come back from back-
to-back setbacks,” Shane shared.

At the age of 24, after facing repeat-
ed injuries, Shane made the difficult 
decision to stop playing professional-
ly. “I tried to have different areas of in-
terest - sports journalism and coach-
ing - something that would keep me 

closer to game. Football is life, and 
I did listen to my inner voice saying 
that I cannot become a profession-
al player and represent my country 
but why not create players for the 
national team? That’s a dream yet 
to be fulfilled,” he said.

His passion for the sport has 
now transformed into a mission to 
develop future football stars. 

“It’s clear I am not just focused 
on technique, but on building a 
well-rounded footballing culture and 
mindset. My transition into coaching 
a n d passion for developing fu-

ture stars is powerful,” 
Shane explained.

Having played at 
the highest levels 
from a young age, 
Shane gained val-

uable insight into 
the demands of 

professional - 
experience 

that now 
fuels his 
coaching. 
His stint 
with the 
A r s e n a l 
Academy 
in London 
provided 
him with 
p r o f e s -

s i o n a l 
t r a i n i n g 
and a 
first-hand 
v i e w 
of the 
fo o t b a l l 
c u l t u r e 

abroad. 
“I did 

w i t n e s s 
the foot-

b a l l i n g 
c u l t u r e 

in London 
being part 

of the Arse-
nal Academy 
and getting 
p ro fe s s i o n -
al training, 
playing at 
high lev-
els, which 

has enriched 
my coaching 

k n o w l e d g e ,” 
he noted.

 “For me, coaching is a rewarding 
experience. It is more than only ed-
ucating players about “The Beautiful 
Game” – it’s beyond that. Through 
football, we can learn a lot, which 
helps us build an ecosystem with-
in the footballing environment and, 
moreover, build true professionals,” 
he mentioned.

Shane has been coaching since 
2018 and sees it as a meaningful way 
to remain connected to football while 
influencing the next generation. 

“Since then, there is no looking back 
as that’s where I found myself living 
the unfulfilled dream to represent my 
country at the highest level - and I am 
continuing to work towards getting 
there someday, but this time on the 
other side as a coach.”

From player to coach: 
Shane’s mission to shape 

India’s football future

FC Goa U-13, U-15 and now 
currently Head Coach for FC Goa 
U-17 team and Assistant Coach FC 

Goa development team
Head Coach of Goa U-15 team 

for the Dr BC Roy Trophy held in 
Odisha, Bhubaneshwar

COACHING STUNTS

COACH HIGHLIGHTS
 U-17 AIFF League Regional round 

winners 2024-25
 Champions of the GFA U-17 

Division-I League Season 2024-25
 U-15 AIFF league regional round 

winners 2023-24 (Final round 
group stage) 

 Champions of the GFA U-15 
Division-I League Season 2023-24

 Vedanta U-15 Youth Cup 
Runners-up 2023-24

 Champions of the GFA U-15 
Division-I League Season 2022-23

 Champions of the GFA U-13 
Division-I League Season 2022-23

 Won Fair Play Award at the JSW 
U-13 Cup at Bellary (April 2022)

I always wanted to be a 
professional player and play 

for the country and was ambitious 
to doing so, did work hard but 
injuries took a stall and it was 
very difficult to come back from 
back-to-back setbacks
– Shane Anthony Temudo

Carlos Alcaraz

Iga Swiatek

GFA U-17 Division II All-Goa Semi-finals: Snows Foot-
ball Academy vs FC Tuem, at Raia Panchayat ground, 4.15 
pm

Calangute Panchayat Cup: St Savio Sports Club, Cal-
angute, vs Peddem Bomm Sports Club, Anjuna, at Poriat 
ground, Calangute, 4.30 pm

YMCA 3x3 Basketball Tournament: U-14 Girls final - 
Don Bosco Oratory, Fatorda A vs St Mary’s A, 5 pm; U-14 
Boys Final - Loyola Hoopers vs Flash Squad, 5.15 pm; U-17 
Girls Final - Sharada Mandir vs Sonics A, 5.30 pm; U-17 
Boys Final - Sonics A vs Don Bosco Oratory Green, 5.45 
pm. Women’s exhibition game: YMCA Infiknights vs Sonics 
Porvorim, Transpire Pune Customs vs Falcons Mumbai, 6 
pm. All matches at Don Bosco Oratory, Panjim 

33rd Arlem Rolling Trophy (final): Shiroda Youth Club 
vs United Club Verna, at Raia panchyat ground, 4.30 pm

TODAY’S SPORTS
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RAIA: Goa’s Asha Babu Naik 
won the bronze medal in 
the -65kg category of Pen-
cak Silat at the 1st Khelo 
India Beach National Games 
2025 underway at Ghoghla 
Beach, Diu, on Saturday.

This remarkable feat not 
only reflects Asha’s talent 
and determination but also 
marks the first-ever medal 
for Goa. The Goa Pencak 
Silat team participated in 
only two categories with a 

small but determined con-
tingent of three athletes, 
led by Head Coach Anthony 
Cedly Braganza.

The Pencak Silat Associ-
ation of Goa (PSAG) hailed 
the exceptional leadership 
and dedication of Anthony 
Cedly Braganza, the head 
coach and general secretary 

of PSAG, whose 
tireless efforts 
have been in-
strumental in the 

team’s performance and de-
velopment.

This historic win is a shin-
ing inspiration for budding 
martial artistes and a proud 
achievement for Goa’s 
sporting community.

Asha bags bronze in Pencak Silat

Goa’s Asha 
Babu Naik 
displays 

the  bronze 
medal

KHELO INDIA BEACH 
NATIONAL GAMES 2025

HERALD PIC

PTI, LUCKNOW: Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru 
skipper Rajat Patidar and 
Sunrisers Hyderabad cap-
tain Pat Cummins have 
been fined for their respec-
tive teams' slow over-rate 
during their Indian Pre-
mier League match here.

While Cummins was 
fined Rs 12 lakh as it was 
his team's first offence 
of the season under the 
IPL's Code of Conduct, 
Patidar was docked Rs 
24 lakh as a member of 
the playing XI of the sec-
ond-time offender RCB.

"As it was his team's sec-
ond offence of the season 
under the IPL's Code of 
Conduct relating to min-
imum over-rate offences, 

Patidar was fined Rs 24 
lakhs," said the IPL in a 
statement. 

"The rest of the members 
of the Playing XI, including 
the Impact Player, were 
each individually fined ei-
ther Rs 6 lakh or 25 per cent 
of their respective match 
fees, whichever is lesser."

The IPL statement also 
added: "As it was his team's 
first offence of the season 
under Article 2.22 of the 
IPL Code of Conduct, which 
pertains to minimum over-
rate offences, Cummins 
was fined Rs 12 Lakh."

Already assured of a 
playoff berth, RCB suf-
fered a 42-run loss against 
SRH in their penultimate 
league game. 

Patidar, Cummins fined Rs 24L, 
Rs 12L for slow over-rate


