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A saree featuring 
designs inspired by 
the Indian Army’s 
bravery during 
Operation Sindoor is 
displayed, in Varanasi

Mother of Lieutenant 
Shashank Tiwari, 
who lost his life 
while saving a 
fellow soldier from 
drowning in Sikkim

A house belonging 
to alleged drug 
peddler Sunny 
Gulla being 
demolished in 
Amritsar

Mangled remains of a 
truck and a car after their 
collision, in Kadapa district, 
Andhra Pradesh, Saturday. 
Four people were killed in 
the accident
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Chhonzin Angmo, a resident of Chango village in Kinnaur 
district of Himachal Pradesh, who has become the first 
visually impaired woman from India and the fifth such 
person in the world to climb Mount Everest

NB.1.8.1, LF.7 variants of Covid detected in 
India: INSACOG data
NEW DELHI: One case of the newly emerging COVID-19 
variant NB.1.8.1 and four instances of the LF.7 type have 
been detected in India, according to INSACOG data. 
As of May 2025, the World Health Organization (WHO) 
classifies LF.7 and NB.1.8 subvariants as Variants Under 
Monitoring, not as Variants of Concern or Variants of 
Interest. But these are the variants that are reportedly 
driving the rise in Covid cases in China and parts of 
Asia. According to data from the Indian SARS-CoV-2 
Genomics Consortium (INSACOG), one case of NB.1.8.1 
was identified in April in Tamil Nadu and four cases 
of LF.7 were detected in Gujarat in May. In India, the 
most common variant remains JN.1, comprising 53% 
of samples tested, followed by BA.2 (26%) and other 
Omicron sublineages (20%).

Delhi Police arrests Gogi gang sharpshooter 
wanted for murder in Rajasthan after encounter
NEW DELHI: A sharpshooter of the Jitender Gogi gang 
wanted in a murder case in Rajasthan was arrested 
following a brief exchange of fire in Delhi's Rohini area, an 
official said on Saturday. Based on a tip-off, the accused, 
32-year-old Vikas alias Saka was intercepted near Barwala 
Chowk on Friday night based. When signalled to stop, 
he opened fire at the police team and was shot in the leg 
in retaliatory fire before being arrested, he said. "Vikas 
was wanted in a May 2025 murder case in Khairthal Tijara 
area of Rajasthan, where he and his associates allegedly 
strangled and mutilated a man from their native village 
Bupania in Jhajjar, Haryana, before burning the body to 
destroy evidence," Deputy Commissioner of Police (Special 
Cell) Amit Kaushik said. They even severed the man's hand 
to eliminate a tattoo that could aid identification, the 
officer said, adding that a case is registered at Kishangarh 
Bans police station, Rajasthan.

Truck driver hung upside down, beaten 
in Rajasthan for cement theft
JAIPUR: A man was hung upside down with a rope from 
an earthmover in Beawar district and beaten over the 
suspicion of cement theft, police on Saturday said. The 
incident, which was captured in a video and attracted a 
strong condemnation from Congress, led to the arrest 
of a man under section 170 of BNSS (arrest to prevent 
commission of cognizable offences). Sub-Inspector 
posted at the Raipur Police Station (Beawar), said 
the video showed accused Tejpal Singh striking the 
man whose legs were tied to the bucket loader of the 
earthmover with a rope. 
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PTI, NEW DELHI: India's deci-
sion to put the Indus Waters Trea-
ty in abeyance is only a natural 
outcome of Pakistan putting in 
abeyance the principles, including 
friendship and goodwill, guiding 
the agreement, the Ministry of 
External Affairs has told a parlia-
mentary committee.

The MEA has said changes in the 
ground situation, including engi-
neering techniques, climate change 
and melting of glaciers, have made 
a renegotiation of the treaty's terms 
imperative, a line that delegations 
visiting world capitals will also take 
in defending India's decision to put 
the agreement in abeyance after 
the horrific Pahalgam terror attack,  
sources said.

Besides, Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri has noted in his brief-
ing that the 1960 treaty in its pre-
amble says that it is concluded in a 
"spirit of goodwill, and friendship". 
All these principles have in effect 
been held in abeyance by Pakistan, 
he added.

Misri had recently briefed a par-

liamentary committee on Indian 
actions, including Operation Sin-
door, following the April 22 terror 
strike in Pahalgam, and has spo-
ken to all seven multi-party dele-
gations visiting 33 countries and 
the Europen Union to explain In-
dia's position following the conflict  
with Pakistan.

The MEA said that Pakistan had 
been stonewalling India's requests 
for a government-to-government 
negotiation over the treaty due to 
changes in the ground situation since 
it was signed.

There is a compelling case for the 
treaty to be renegotiated to make it fit 
for the 21st century, as it was based 
on the engineering techniques of 

the 1950s and early 1960s, the MEA  
has said.

Other fundamental changes in-
clude climate change, melting of gla-
ciers, the variation in quantities of 
water available in the rivers and de-
mographics.

These, besides a quest for clean en-
ergy, mandate renegotiations for the 
distribution of rights and obligations 
under the treaty.

It added, "The treaty in its pre-
amble says that it is concluded in 
a spirit of goodwill, and friend-
ship. All these principles have 
in effect been held in abeyance 
by Pakistan. The unrelenting 
cross-border terrorism from Pa-
kistan interferes with our abil-
ity to exploit the treaty as per  
its provisions."

The MEA said it is only natural 
and well within India's right to hold 
the treaty in abeyance when the fun-
damental ground situations have 
changed completely.

Drawing a red line, Prime Minister 
Modi had recently said that blood and 
water can not flow together. 

Pak violated spirit of goodwill 
and friendship: Misri

There is a compelling 
case for the treaty to be 
renegotiated to make it 

fit for the 21st century, as 
it was based on the  

engineering techniques 
of the 1950s and early 

1960s, the MEA has said

PTI, POONCH (J-K): Reaching out to 
the people affected by Pakistani shelling 
in the worst-hit Poonch, Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi on Saturday said the 
border district in Jammu and Kashmir 
embodies the "harmony, unity and patri-
otism of Hindustan" and those trying to 
divide the country will never succeed in  
their design.

The Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha 
spent nearly two hours with the affected 
people, including the families who lost 
their members in the cross-border at-
tacks between May 7 and May 10. He vis-

ited shelling-hit Gurdwara Singh Sabha, 
temple Geeta Bhawan and Madrassa Zia-
ul-Uloom, besides interacting with the 
students at the Christ High School.

"It is a big tragedy. Many people lost 
their lives. They (Pakistan army) have 
hit civilian targets directly. I talked to 
the people and tried to understand their 
problems," Gandhi told reporters.

"I stand strongly with the victim families 
— I will definitely raise their demands and 
issues at the national level," he said.

Poonch faced the brunt of the Pakistani 
shelling that left 28 people dead and 70 
injured.

"Damaged houses, scattered belong-
ings, moist eyes and painful stories of los-
ing loved ones – these patriotic families 
bear the biggest burden of war with cour-
age and dignity every time. Salute to their 
courage," Gandhi said on X.

The Congress leader asserted that the 
nation would respond resolutely to any 
attempts to harm its unity.

“Today, I visited a temple, gurdwara 
and madrassa affected by Pakistani at-
tacks in Poonch. People of every religion 
live together here and share each other's 
pain. This is Poonch - this is Hindustan, 
where there is harmony, unity and patri-
otism,” Gandhi said in another Hindi post 
on X after the visit.

“Those who try to divide and break 
us will never succeed - we will always 
remain united and respond strongly. Jai 
Hind,” Gandhi said in his post.

The Congress leader interacted with 
students of Christ school who lost two of 
their mates – 12-year-old twins Zain Ali 
and Urwa Fatima – to Pakistani shelling.

"Don't worry, everything will come 
back to normal," he consoled the 
children while encouraging them to 
"study hard, play hard and make lots  
of friends".

Rahul visits areas affected 
by shelling in Poonch

Congress leader and LoP in LS Rahul Gandhi 
visits an area affected by the recent shelling 
from Pakistan, in Poonch, J&K, on Saturday

PTI, NEW DELHI: Alleged 
fraudster Angad Sin-
gh Chandhok, who had 
an Interpol Red Notice 
against him, was deported 
from the US on Saturday 
in an operation "closely 
coordinated" by the CBI, 
officials said.

He was brought to the 
Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport where the 
CBI detained him and 
later put him under ar-
rest, they said. He was 
produced before a special 
court which sent him to 
judicial custody.

Chandhok, who was 
wanted in a case of alleg-
edly cheating Union Bank 
of India in 2014, had man-
aged to escape to the US 
in 2016 with his family 
members to escape from 
the legal proceedings.

"The subject along 
with his family members: 
father Surendra Singh, 
mother Harleen Kaur and 

brother Harsahib Singh in 
criminal conspiracy with 
four other accused in-
cluding bank officials had 
cheated the Union Bank 
of India causing wrongful 
loss to the bank," the CBI 
said in a statement.

They were declared 
proclaimed offenders and 
open-ended arrest war-
rants were issued against 
them by the court, it said.

In 2017, the CBI got 
the Interpol Red Notice 
against him which alerts 
all the member countries 
to locate and detain the 

wanted person.
"Efforts are continuing 

for return of family mem-
bers of the subject, who 
are other wanted accused 
in this case. The return of 
the subject, main co-con-
spirator in the fraud, will 
help in starting the trial," 
the agency said.

While in California, US, 
with his asylum application 
pending, Chandhok got in-
volved with a gang of tech 
scam perpetrators who 
were cheating American 
citizens including senior 
citizens of their savings. 

He operated a 
"long-running and com-
plex money laundering 
network, in which he cre-
ated and used shell com-
panies to move millions of 
dollars stolen from Amer-
icans through an online 
tech support scheme, and 
later an online travel fee 
scheme", US Department 
of Justice had said in 2022.

Alleged fraudster Angad 
Chandhok deported from US

Two Maoists 
killed in gunfight 

in Jharkhand
PTI, LATEHAR: Two 
Maoists, including JJMP 
supremo Pappu Lohra 
were killed in a gunfight 
with security forces in 
Jharkhand's Latehar dis-
trict on Saturday morning, 
police said. A Maoist and a 
police personnel were also 
injured in the encounter. 

Awadh Singh, the injured 
policeman, was airlifted to 
Ranchi for better medical 
care, officials added.

Jharkhand Jan Muk-
ti Parishad (JJMP) chief 
Lohra, who was carrying a 
bounty of Rs 10 lakh on his 
head, and Prabhat Ganjhu, 
the sub-zonal commander 
of the organisation who 
carried a reward of Rs 5 
lakh, were killed during 
the operation, police said. 

The joint operation was 
carried out by the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
and Jharkhand Police in  
Ichabar forest area under 
Latehar police station limits, 
a senior officer said.


