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PTI, NEW DELHI:  Aviation 
watchdog DGCA on Friday 
said the crew of the IndiGo 
flight from the national cap-
ital to Srinagar on Wednes-
day had sought permission 
to enter Pakistan airspace 
to avoid turbulence but the 
request was rejected.

In a detailed statement 
about the incident, the Di-
rectorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) said there 
was no injury to any passen-
gers who were on the flight 
and that the aircraft's "nose 
radome" was damaged.

The incident of the air-
craft encountering turbu-
lence is being probed by 
the DGCA.

On Wednesday, IndiGo's 
A321 neo aircraft operating 
flight 6E 2142 encountered 
hailstorm and severe tur-
bulence near Pathankot.

"As per crew statement, 
they requested Northern 
control (IAF) for deviation 
towards left (International 
Border) due to weather on 
the route, however, it was 
not approved.

"Later, the crew contact-

ed Lahore to enter into 
their airspace to avoid the 
weather but the same was 
refused too," DGCA said.

The DGCA statement 
confirms PTI report of 
May 22 that the Lahore 
ATC had rejected the flight 
pilot's request to use the 
Pakistan airspace to avoid 
turbulence.

Indian Air Force (IAF) 
sources said the Northern 
Area Control advised the 
IndiGo crew within the 

frame of the NOTAM, en-
suring safety of aircraft and 
passengers.

Pakistan civil aviation 
authorities have issued the 
NOTAM (Notice to Airmen) 
shutting the country's air-
space for Indian aircraft.

The sources said the Indi-
Go aircraft was immediate-
ly assisted in co-ordinating 
their route diversion by 
contacting Delhi Area and 
passing requisite contact 
frequencies of Lahore con-

trol for overflight weather 
diversion request.

Once Lahore refused 
overflight clearance, and 
the aircraft proceeded to-
wards Srinagar, the flight 
was subsequently pro-
fessionally assisted till a 
safe-landing at Srinagar 
airfield by giving control 
vectors and groundspeed 
readouts, the sources said.

According to the DGCA, 
the IndiGo flight crew ini-
tially attempted to return 
but as they were close to 
the thunderstorm cloud, 
they decided to penetrate 
the weather.

"Subsequently, they en-
countered hailstorm and 
severe turbulence. Crew 
chose to continue at the 
same heading to exit the 
weather by the shortest 
route towards Srinagar," the 
statement said.

While in a thunderstorm 
cloud, the regulator said 
warnings of Angle of Attack 
fault, Alternate Law protec-
tion lost, backup Speed scale 
unreliable were triggered.

"Due to updraft and 

downdraft encountered by 
the aircraft the Autopilot 
tripped and aircraft speed 
had wide variations. As a 
result, Maximum Operat-
ing Speed/Maximum op-
erating Mach (VMO/MMO) 
warnings and repeated stall 
warnings were triggered," 
the statement said.

During this period, 
DGCA said the aircraft rate 
of descent reached 8,500 
fpm (feet per minute) 
and crew flew the aircraft 
manually till they exited 
the hailstorm.

"After carrying out all 
checklist actions (ECAM 
actions), the crew declared 
'PAN PAN' to Srinagar ATC 
and requested for RADAR 
vectors and made a safe 
landing with Auto Thrust 
operating normally," the 
statement said.

Generally, 'PAN PAN' re-
fers to an emergency situ-
ation.

The regulator said the 
matter is under investiga-
tion and that there was no 
injury to any of the passen-
gers on-board the flight.

IndiGo flight denied entry into 
Pakistani airspace amid hailstorm

RAINS EXPOSE REPEATED CIVIC FAILURES 
Kamat also called for the immediate evacuation of all 

shops operating from the dilapidated structure.
“Public safety cannot be compromised. Shopkeepers 

must vacate until a structural assessment confirms the 
building is safe. We cannot afford to take risks,” he said.

A nearby shop owner expressed frustration, stating, 
“This is a densely crowded business hub. A collapse dur-
ing peak hours could have been tragic.”

Fire officials confirmed that three cars were damaged 
when debris from the slab of the building crashed onto 
them.

In 2022, when part of the first-floor gallery collapsed, 
a woman had sustained minor injuries, and the building 
had already been deemed dangerous. Despite that, it re-
mained in use. MMC Chairperson Damodar Shirodkar had 
said then that the Council had issued notices to owners of 
unsafe structures, but only a few had responded. A simi-
lar story played out in 2016, when 19 such buildings were 
identified by the Council — most owners simply ignored 
the warnings.

Residents are urging the MMC to conduct urgent inspec-
tions of all buildings previously marked as unsafe, espe-
cially with the monsoon already underway.

Municipal officials have, yet again, assured that a de-
tailed structural audit will be conducted and action taken 
on other identified buildings posing risk.

MISSING SEWAGE LINK LEADS TO BIZARRE 
SHOWCAUSE IN MARGAO

“This is classic blame-shifting,” said a local activist. “In-
stead of fixing the root issue, the council is targeting resi-
dents who are helpless.”

The community is now demanding the immediate with-
drawal of the notices, a joint site inspection by the MMC 
and Sewerage Department, and urgent action to provide 
sewage infrastructure. “This isn’t just about drains — it’s 
about fairness and respect,” residents declared.

Efforts to contact MMC Chief Officer Melvyn Vas for 
comment were unsuccessful.

JUDGE HALTS TRUMP'S MOVE TO BLOCK ON 
FOREIGN STUDENTS AT HARVARD

President Donald Trump is furious at Harvard – which 
has produced 162 Nobel prize winners – for rejecting his 
demand that it submit to oversight on admissions and hir-
ing over his claims that it is a hotbed of anti-Semitism and 
"woke" liberal ideology.

His administration has already threatened to put $9 bil-
lion of government funding to Harvard under review, gone 
on to freeze a first tranche of $2.2 billion of grants and $60 
million of official contracts, as well as targeting a Harvard 
Medical School researcher for deportation.

"It is the latest act by the government in clear retaliation 
for Harvard exercising its First Amendment rights to reject 
the government's demands to control Harvard's govern-
ance, curriculum, and the 'ideology' of its faculty and stu-
dents," said the lawsuit filed in Massachusetts federal court.

The lawsuit called for a judge to "stop the government's 
arbitrary, capricious, unlawful, and unconstitutional action."

The loss of foreign nationals – more than a quarter of 
its student body – could prove costly to Harvard, which 
charges tens of thousands of dollars a year in tuition.

Harvard President Alan Garber said in a statement Fri-
day ahead of the temporary restraining order that "we 
condemn this unlawful and unwarranted action.

"It imperils the futures of thousands of students and 
scholars across Harvard and serves as a warning to count-
less others at colleges and universities throughout the 
country who have come to America to pursue their educa-
tion and fulfill their dreams," he said.

Noem had said Thursday that "this administration is 
holding Harvard accountable for fostering violence, anti-
semitism, and coordinating with the Chinese Communist 
Party on its campus."

Chinese students make up more than a fifth of Harvard's 
international enrollment, according to university figures, 
and Beijing said the decision will "only harm the image 
and international standing of the United States."

"The Chinese side has consistently opposed the polit-
icization of educational cooperation," foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning said.

Harvard has already sued the US government over a 
separate raft of punitive measures.

Karl Molden, a student at Harvard from Austria, said 
he had applied to transfer to Oxford in Britain because he 
feared such measures.

"It's scary and it's saddening," the 21-year-old govern-
ment and classics student told AFP Thursday, calling his 
admission to Harvard the "greatest privilege" of his life.

Leaders of the Harvard chapter of the American Associa-
tion of University Professors called the decision "the latest 
in a string of nakedly authoritarian and retaliatory moves 
against America's oldest institution of higher education."

MUMBAI-GOA HIGHWAY TO BE READY  
IN 3-4 MONTHS: GADKARI

“The ministry is considering a ring road from Patradevi 
on the Goa-Maharashtra border to Karnataka, which will 
bypass central Goa to ease traffic on the national highway,” 
Gadkari said. “I’ve urged the CM to finalise the alignment, 
which I have deliberately withheld to prevent speculative 
land purchases, particularly by politicians.”

On other infrastructure developments, the minister said 
the Rs 460 crore Dabolim airport road redesign project is 
progressing and is expected to be completed by July 2026.

Touching on heritage-sensitive projects, Gadkari men-
tioned that the tender for the Ponda-Bhoma highway has 
been finalised. This 10-km stretch, part of the Hydera-
bad-Goa corridor, will feature a 4.28-km six-lane elevated 
road, including a special 76-metre span to preserve the 
historic Bhoma temple and adjacent lake. An additional 
Rs 30 lakh has been earmarked for the beautification of 
Bhomalake.

The Hyderabad-Goa cor-
ridor spans 68 km across 
Telangana, Karnataka and 
Goa, with 17 km already 
completed, Gadkari added.

Furthermore, the De-
tailed Project Report 
(DPR) for the Rs 12,000 
crore Borim Bridge has 
commenced.

On the new Zuari Bridge 
observatory towers, Gad-
kari suggested that the 
viewing galleries be de-
signed in traditional Goan 
architectural style and in-
clude audio-visual exhibits 
highlighting Goa’s cultural 
and liberation history.

“These towers will be 
fully funded by a private 
company, so the govern-
ment won’t incur any cost. 
Yet, the Goa government 

will benefit through GST revenues,” Gadkari said. “The 
project will also generate significant employment oppor-
tunities for the local population.”

FROM PAGE 1

Flight 6E2142, from Delhi to Jammu and Kashmir, encountered 
a hailstorm while approaching Srinagar

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Re-
searchers at National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT), 
Rourkela have developed 
a novel semiconductor de-
vice-based biosensor that 
can identify breast cancer 
cells without the need for 
complicated or expensive 
laboratory procedures, ac-
cording to officials.

The developed biosensor 
does not require any added 
chemicals to work. It is high-

ly effective in distinguishing 
the cancerous cells from the 
healthy breast cells, offering 
improved accuracy compared 
to the existing methods of bio-
sensing devices for breast can-
cer diagnosis, they said.

The research has been 
published in the prestig-
ious Microsystem Technol-
ogies journal.

According to Prasanna 
Kumar Sahu, Professor at 
the Department of Electri-

cal Engineering, the rise of 
potentially fatal illnesses 
has drawn attention in re-
cent years to the global em-
phasis on biomolecule eval-
uation and Point-of-Care 
(POC) testing. Among these 
diseases, cancer is a signif-
icant global public health 
concern. In this context, 
India has seen a significant 
rise in breast cancer cases 
in the past few decades.

"Since cancer cells often 

do not show any initial signs 
of progression, it is crucial 
to diagnose them at an early 
stage for prevention and cure. 
While several diagnostic pro-
cedures such as X-ray, mam-
mography, Enzyme-Linked 
Immunosorbent Assay Test 
(ELISA), Ultrasonography 
and Magnetic Resonance Im-
aging (MRI) are used to iden-
tify the disease, they require 
specialised equipment and 
trained personnel.

NIT Rourkela develops biosensor to detect breast 
cancer cells without expensive lab procedures

PTI, NEW YORK:  US Pres-
ident Donald Trump on 
Friday said that he expects 
Apple iPhones that will be 
sold in the US to be man-
ufactured in America and 
“not India, or anyplace 
else”, and threatened to 
impose a 25 per cent tariff 
on the tech giant's prod-
ucts if it does not comply.

Just last week, during 
his visit to the Middle East, 
Trump in Doha had said 
that he doesn't want Ap-
ple to build its products in 
India.

"I have long ago in-
formed Tim Cook of Apple 
that I expect their iPhones 
that will be sold in the Unit-
ed States of America will be 
manufactured and built in 
the United States, not In-
dia, or anyplace else. If that 
is not the case, a Tariff of at 
least 25% must be paid by 
Apple to the U.S. Thank you 
for your attention to this 
matter!” Trump said in a 
social media post.

Earlier this month, Ap-
ple CEO Cook said in a Q2 
2025 Earnings Conference 
call that the existing tariffs 
that apply to Apple today 
are based on the product's 

Make iPhones in US, ‘not India’ 
or face 25% tariff: Trump issue 

threat to Apple
country of origin.

"For the June quarter, we 
do expect the majority of 
iPhones sold in the US will 
have India as their country of 
origin and Vietnam to be the 
country of origin for almost 
all iPad, Mac, Apple Watch, 
and AirPods products sold in 
the US,” he had said.

Cook also said that China 
would continue to be the 
country of origin for the 
vast majority of total prod-
uct sales outside the US.

Last week in Doha, Trump 
said, “I had a little problem 
with Tim Cook... I said to 
him, ‘My friend, I treated 
you very good. You're com-
ing here with $500 billion, 
but now I hear you're build-
ing all over India. I don't 
want you building in India. 
You can build in India if you 
want to take care of India, 
because India is the highest, 
one of the highest tariff na-
tions in the world."

The US President further 
said that he told Cook, "... 
we've treated you really 

good. We put up with all 
the plants that you built in 
China for years. Now, you 
got to build us. We're not in-
terested in your building in 
India. India can take care of 
themselves. They're doing 
very well. We want you to 
build here, and they're go-
ing to be upping their pro-
duction in the United States. 
So Apple is already in for 
500 billion, but they're go-
ing to be upping their pro-
duction, so it'll be great."

Meanwhile, on Trump's 
calling for Apple to shift 
iPhone production from 
India to the US, research 
firm Counterpoint Research 
Research Director Tarun 
Pathak said last week that it 
is a "familiar Trump tactic".

"He wants to push Apple 
to localise more and build 
a supply chain in the US, 
which is not going to hap-
pen overnight. Making in 
the US will also be much 
more expensive than as-
sembling iPhones in India,” 
he said.


