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MARGAO: Heavy 
unseasonal rains 
a c c o m p a n i e d 
by gusty winds 
lashed Salcete 
on Tuesday night 
and through-
out Wednes-
day, resulting in 
widespread tree 
falls, waterlog-
ging, short cir-
cuits, and dam-
age to property 
amounting to several lakh 
rupees.

Gil Souza, Fire Station 
Officer (FSO) at the Mar-
gao Fire Station, said that 
in the last 24 hours, the 
fire station attended 17 
calls across Salcete. These 
included incidents of trees 
uprooted onto roads, para-
lysing traffic, house collaps-
es, waterlogging, and short 
circuits. Fortunately, no in-
juries were reported.

“The rainfall has caused 
extensive damage to prop-
erties, including homes and 
infrastructure, and has left 
many areas submerged,” 
said Souza, adding that es-
timates for damages were 
being prepared in most 
cases. Firefighters from the 
Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices, Margao, were on the 

move throughout the day 
on Wednesday.

The heavy downpour, 
accompanied by thunder, 
lightning, and strong winds, 
struck various parts of 
Salcete Taluka at around 
10:30 pm on Tuesday with 
Fire Services reporting that 
four calls were received on 
Tuesday and 14 more on 
Wednesday.

In one incident, a dead tree 
fell on a house near Ramola 

Super Market at Sernabatim, 
Colva, causing damage.

In another case, a bhendi 
tree fell on the road near 
the western bypass bridge 
at Telaulim, Navelim, also 
causing damage. A huge 
jackfruit tree toppled onto 
the road near Maria Hall 
on the way to Varca at Be-
naulim, leading to traffic 
congestion. 

The Margao Fire Station 
also responded to a major 
call reporting an oil spill 
near Easy Buy Mall at Col-
morod, Navelim.

Another jungle tree fell on 

the road near Yashodhan So-
ciety at Aquem, Salcete Wa-
terlogging was reported at 
multiple locations, including 
inside a house near Don Bos-
co College in Fatorda. Similar 
flooding was reported in a 
house near Woodburn Re-
sort, Navelim, and another 
near Chicken Planet Restau-
rant in Aquem, both of which 
were cleared.

Short circuit incidents 
were also reported. One 
occurred in a building 
near KFC Restaurant at 
Davorlim, and another near 
the railway station diesel 

tank at Rawanfond. resi-
dents.

Fire personnel remained 
on their toes throughout 
the day, attending to nu-
merous incidents. A jungle 
tree that had fallen on the 
road near Apollo Victor 
Hospital at Malbhat, a ban-
yan tree near the Jacknib-
andh bus stop at Drama-
pur-Navelim, and trees that 
had fallen near Rupa Bar at 
Moti Dongor, near Classic 
Hospital at Malbhat, and 
behind Muthoot Finance at 
Colmorod were all cleared 
by the teams.

A mango tree that had 
fallen on a compound wall 
at Fukru Mondo, Benaulim, 
and another tree that fell on 
a road and compound wall 
at Baga, Davorlim, were 
also cleared. In an animal 
rescue operation, fire per-
sonnel saved a bull stuck in 
the mud near Folga Restau-
rant behind the wholesale 
fish market in Margao.

Heavy trees also fell on 
the roads at Karmal Ghat, 
where Canacona fire per-
sonnel cleared branches to 
reopen traffic. At Khotigao, 
a tree fell on an electrical 
line, blocking the road. Fire-
fighters, along with elec-
tricity department staff, 
responded to the scene and 
cleared the area.

Unseasonal rains, gusty 
winds wreak havoc in Salcete

Trees uprooted, homes flooded, property damaged across South 
Goa; firefighters on toes as they battle dozens of emergencies

The rainfall has 
caused extensive 

damage to properties, 
including homes and 
infrastructure, and has left 
many areas submerged
–  Gil Souza,  
Fire Station Officer
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CALANGUTE: Five cars 
were damaged and a house 
roof was blown off fol-
lowing strong winds and 
sudden heavy rains that 
lashed the Calangute-Baga 
coastal belt on Wednesday  
morning.

At around 8.30am, mas-
sive branches of a mango 
tree crashed down at Kho-
brawaddo, Baga, damag-
ing five cars parked in the 
open. According to Pilerne 
Fire Station officials, one 
car was completely crushed 
while four others, including 
a tourist taxi and a car reg-
istered in Andhra Pradesh, 
sustained partial damage. 
The total estimated loss 
is over Rs 10 lakh. Fortu-
nately, no injuries were  
reported.

Fire officials promptly 
arrived at the scene and cut 
the remaining branches to 
prevent further damage to 
nearby vehicles. The duty 
crew included Sub-Officer 
Sunny Phayde and firefight-
ers Vishal Patil, Shrikant 
Sawant, Jitendra Bali, Pra-
lhad Kotkar, Sairaj Man-
drekar, Videsh Mapsekar, 
along with their driver.

In a separate incident at 
Umtawaddo, Calangute, the 
roof of a house belonging 
to Vincent Pereira was torn 
off by gusty winds. While 

the property suffered sig-
nificant damage, no injuries 
were reported.

Meanwhile, late on 
Wednesday night, a tree 
fell on a compound wall 
and a parked car and 
scooter at Verem, near the 
Nerul petrol pump. Both 

the two-wheeler and car 
were damaged in the inci-
dent. Several other weath-
er-related incidents were 
also reported along the 
coastal belt as the region 
continues to experience 
the impact of pre-mon-
soon turbulence.
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PONDA: The heavy pre-mon-
soon rainfall has washed 
away the access road leading 
to the paddy fields at Kerya, 
Khandepar, leaving local 
farmers struggling to reach 
their fields.

The kuchha road, con-
structed by the Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
to assist farmers with ac-
cess to their fields, was se-
verely damaged by the sud-
den downpour. The rain has 
not only eroded the road but 
also caused mud to spread 
across the paddy fields, fur-
ther hampering agricultural 

activity.
Farmer Tukaram Gaude ex-

pressed concern over the sit-
uation. “The government had 
constructed the mud road to 
facilitate movement of man 
and machinery in the field, 
but rain has washed away 
the road. It is difficult to go to 
the fields in the absence of a 
road,” he said.

He pointed out that farm-
ers had previously lost their 
traditional pathway due 
to road widening at Kerya. 
“Farmers never keep their 
land fallow, but if the road 
is not restored, we may be 
forced to abandon our fields 
this year,” he lamented. 
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PONDA: A 
woman sus-
tained injuries 
and several 
houses were 
damaged fol-
lowing stormy 
winds that led 
to multiple 
tree-felling in-
cidents in Pon-
da on Thurs-
day.

At Fond-
chebhat-Volvoi, 
Pratiksha Pra-
mod Naik was 
injured when 
roof tiles fell on 
her head after a tree located near her 
house collapsed onto the structure. 
The incident occurred on Thursday 
morning. She was subsequently hospi-
talised. The house also suffered struc-
tural damage. Ponda Fire personnel 
responded promptly and cleared the 
debris.

In another incident, at Sacre-Shiro-
da, a mango and coconut tree fell on 
the house of Siana Fernandes follow-
ing strong winds. Fortunately, the oc-
cupants escaped unhurt as they were 
not inside at the time. Siana’s daugh-
ter, who was in one of the rooms, 

shouted for help after hearing a loud 
crash caused by a coconut falling on 
the metal shed and the mango tree 
collapsing onto the roof. Though there 
were no injuries, the house suffered 
damage. The Ponda Fire team cleared 
the site.

Ponda Fire Station reported re-
ceiving a total of nine calls related to 
tree-felling incidents on Thursday. 
These included four cases where 
trees fell on houses and five where 
trees blocked roads. All locations 
were attended to and cleared by fire  
personnel.

Five cars damaged; 
house roof blown 
away in Calangute 

Woman injured as tree 
falls on house in Volvoi

Access road to 
Kerya paddy fields 

washed away 

Water level at OPA 
barrage rises with rains
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PONDA: Recent pre-mon-
soon showers have sig-
nificantly improved the 
water level at the OPA 
Barrage on the Dudh-
sagar River, reaching its 
full capacity of 5 metres.

The OPA Water Works 
Project supplies approxi-
mately 150 million litres 
per day (MLD) of treated 
water to Tiswadi and Pon-
da talukas. The raw water 
is sourced from the per-
ennial Dudhsagar River, 
where around 18 band-
haras (check dams) have 
been constructed to store 
water. Several of these 
bandharas had released 
water during the summer 
due to declining levels.

In addition to the Dud-
hsagar River, the project 
also receives raw water 
through pipelines from 
Ganjem Barrage and Sa-
laulim Dam.

Last week, the water lev-
el at the OPA barrage stood 
at 3.72 metres. However, 
continuous premonsoon 
showers over the past 
three days have raised 
the level to 5 metres—
its full capacity. Officials 
explained that any level 
beyond 5 metres poses a 
flooding risk to nearby vil-

lages, and as a precautionary 
measure, the gates of the bar-

rage were opened to release 
excess water.

A firefighter cutting a tree which came down crashing on the 
road at Cuncolim
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PANJIM: Union Minister for 
Road Transport and Highways, 
Nitin Gadkari, will perform the 
ground-breaking ceremony for 
the iconic observatory towers 
atop the new Zuari Bridge at 6 
pm on Friday, May 23. The func-
tion will be held at the Chicalim 
panchayat hall.

The project, estimated at a 
cost of Rs 270.07 cr and ex-
pected to be constructed over 
a span of five years, will fea-
ture observatory towers in-
spired by the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris. With a revolving res-
taurant and an art gallery, it is 
designed to serve as a global 
tourist attraction and is poised 
to become a landmark in Goa’s 
rich touristic landscape.

To be executed on the DB-
FOT (Design, Build, Finance, 
Operate, and Transfer) model, 
the initiative will involve zero 
financial burden on the Gov-
ernment. The concessionaire 
will be responsible for full 
construction and will operate 

the facility for a concession 
period of 50 years. Strategi-
cally placed between pylons 
on two pile cap foundations, 
each tower will rise to a height 
of 125 metres, featuring shaft 
dimensions of 8.50 metres by 
5.50 metres.

The upper levels will house 
two expansive floors with min-
imum dimensions of 22.50 me-
tres by 17.80 metres, equipped 
with capsule lifts for pano-
ramic ascents. Complemented 
by viewing galleries, cafeteri-
as, and state-of-the-art tour-
ist amenities, the towers will 
offer a holistic experience. A 
dedicated walkway bridge of 
7.50-metre carriage width will 
be constructed on either side 
in the marine portion, allowing 
seamless tourist access. Park-
ing facilities will be provided 
on both ends of the bridge, en-
suring convenience for visitors.

Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, 
on Thursday, said that the Zuari 
Observatory Towers will be com-
pleted within the next two-and-
a-half years.

Gadkari to lay foundation 
stone for observatory 

towers on Zuari Bridge

Chirag Nayak 
joins Congress
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MARGAO: Chirag Nayak, son of 
acclaimed entrepreneur, intel-
lectual and literary figure Datta 
Nayak, formally joined the Con-
gress party on Thursday in a cer-
emony attended by several sen-
ior party leaders and prominent 
citizens of Margao.

The event marked a significant 
political development for the Con-
gress party in Goa ahead of the 
2027 Assembly elections.

Nayak was welcomed into the 
party fold by Congress Goa in-
charge Manikrao Thakre in the 
presence of key leaders, includ-
ing Congress Goa co-in-charge Dr 
Anjali Nimbalkar, Congress Cen-
tral Committee member Girish 
Chodankar, State President Amit 
Patkar, and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Yuri Alemao.

While addressing the gathering, 
Chirag Nayak said his entry into 
politics was motivated by a desire 
to fill a 35-year void in Margao’s de-
velopment.

 “Margao has remained de-
prived of real progress for the past 
three and a half decades. I have 
joined the Congress to change 
that,” Nayak declared. 
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PANJIM: Vice-President of 
India, Jagdeep Dhankhar, on 
Thursday unveiled the statues 
of Acharya Charaka and Sage 
Susruta at Raj Bhavan, Dona 
Paula, in the presence of Gover-
nor P S Shreedharan Pillai and 
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant.

The Vice-President was ac-
companied by his spouse, Dr 
Sudesh Dhankhar, and First 
Lady of Goa, Rita Shreedharan 
Pillai. Union Minister Shripad 
Naik, Power Minister Ramkr-
ishna ‘Sudin’ Dhavalikar, MP 
Sadanand Shet Tanavade, and 
Deputy Speaker Joshua De Sou-
za were also present.

Addressing the function, 
Vice-President Dhankhar said 
that the armed forces had recent-
ly made the nation proud. Refer-
ring to their role in Operation 
Sindoor, he stated, “Operation 
Sindoor has sent a loud and clear 
message to the world that India 
will not tolerate terrorism. Such 
an operation was necessary. This 

has made everyone understand 
India's strength,” he concluded.

Commending the work of 
the Governor, Dhankhar also 
praised the Vaman Vriksha Kala 
Udyan, popularly known as the 
“Bonsai Garden”. He said that 
the Atharva Veda is often con-
sidered a gold mine of health 
knowledge, serving as a founda-
tional text for Ayurveda, India’s 
ancient system of medicine.

The Vice-President further 
called for a greater focus on alter-
native medicine and urged for ev-
idence-based validation of ancient 
texts to ensure their relevance and 
application to modern challenges.

Governor Pillai said Raj 
Bhavan now has 1,008 bonsai 
plants and encouraged stu-
dents and teachers to visit the 
garden. Chief Minister Sawant 
noted that a statue of Sage Sus-
ruta also stands at the Royal 
Australian College of Surgeons, 
Melbourne, and said the works 
of Charaka and Susruta provide 
detailed insights into illnesses 
and medicinal treatments.

Vice-president unveils 
statues of Charaka and 
Susruta at Raj Bhavan
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