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PTI, KARACHI: A suicide 
attacker targeted a school 
bus in Pakistan's restive 
Balochistan province on 
Wednesday, killing at least 
six people, including three 
children, and wounding 38 
others, officials said.

The incident occurred in 
the Khuzdar district when 
the bus carrying schoolchil-
dren was targeted, the army 
said in a statement.

Three children and three 

adults were killed, and mul-
tiple other children sus-
tained injuries, it added.

No group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack.

In a statement on X, the In-
terior Ministry said the blast 
was carried out through a 
vehicle-borne improvised 
explosive device (VBIED).

Khuzdar Deputy Commis-
sioner Yasir Iqbal Dashti 
said that 38 people were in-
jured in the blast, which oc-

6 killed, including 3 children, 
in Baloch school bus attack

curred near the Zero Point 
area, the Dawn newspaper 
reported.

After the attack, law 
enforcement agency per-
sonnel reached the site 
to collect evidence for an 
investigation, Yasir said, 
adding that preliminary 
findings indicated that the 
attack was a suicide blast.

The bodies and those 
injured were taken to the 
Combined Military Hospi-
tal, from where those with 
serious injuries were re-
ferred to medical facilities 
in Quetta and Karachi, he 
said.

In its statement, the 
army alleged that the 
groups linked to India car-
ried out the attack, a claim 
dismissed by New Delhi as 

"baseless".
In New Delhi, the Minis-

try of External Affairs said 
it has become "second na-
ture" for Pakistan to blame 
India for all its internal is-
sues in order to divert at-
tention from its reputation 
as the "global epicenter" of 
terrorism.

"India rejects the base-
less allegations made by 
Pakistan regarding Indian 
involvement with the in-
cident in Khuzdar earlier 
today," Jaiswal said.

India condoles the loss 
of lives in all such inci-
dents, he said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif strongly condemned 
the terrorist attack on the 
school bus. In a statement, 
he expressed deep sorrow 

over the deaths of innocent 
children and their teachers 
in the incident, Geo News 
reported.

Sharif also alleged that 
the attack was carried out 
by terrorists backed by In-
dia. He, however, did not 
provide any evidence to 
support his claim.

He also instructed au-
thorities to identify the 
perpetrators and bring 
them to justice.

President Asif Ali Zard-
ari strongly condemned 
the attack and extended 
condolences to the families 
of the victims.

Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi also condemned the 
explosion and said, "The 
beasts who target innocent 
children do not deserve 
any leniency."

Balochistan, bordering 
Iran and Afghanistan, is 
home to a long-running vi-
olent insurgency. 

In its statement, the army alleged that 
the groups linked to India carried out 

the attack, a claim dismissed by  
New Delhi as ‘baseless’

Maha: Drones to 
make emergency 
announcements

PTI, CHHATRAPATI 
SAMBHAJINAGAR: As the 
monsoon looms large over 
Marathwada region in 
central Maharashtra, the 
police plan to use drones 
for making emergency 
announcements in vulner-
able riverside villages to 
safeguard their lives, offi-
cials said on Wednesday. 

This approach aims to 
overcome the traditional 
challenges of reaching 
remote areas in the re-
gion during emergencies 
and ensure timely warn-
ings for residents living 
along the riverside.

The Marathwada re-
gion has seen villages 
bearing the brunt of 
floods since 2005 in ma-
jor rivers like Godavari, 
Purna, and Manjara.

The police depart-
ment, which is a part of 
the district disaster man-
agement committees 
across the eight districts 
in the region is now ac-
tively seeking to inte-
grate drones into their 
disaster response toolkit.

PTI, NEW DELHI: Is she a 
drug lord or a terrorist ? The 
Supreme Court asked Delhi 
Police on Wednesday as it 
granted anticipatory bail to 
former IAS probationer Puja 
Khedkar, accused of cheat-
ing, and wrongly availing 
OBC and disability quota 
benefits in the civil services 
examination.

A bench comprising Justic-
es B V Nagarathna and Satish 
Chandra Sharma directed 
Khedkar to fully cooperate in 
the probe cautioning against 
any misuse of her liberty.

She was ordered not to in-
fluence witnesses or tamper 
with the evidence.

"What is the grave crime 
she has committed? She is 
not a drug lord or a terrorist. 
She has not committed 302 
(murder). She is not an NDPS 
offender. You should have 
a system or a software. You 
complete the investigation. 
She has lost everything and 
will not get a job anywhere," 
the bench said.

The top court went on, 
"The appellant is entitled to 

SC grants anticipatory bail to 
ex-IAS probationer Khedkar

Questions Delhi Police on gravity of crime

the relief claimed under 
Section 482 of Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhi-
ta. We, therefore, allow 
this appeal and set aside 
the order passed by the 
high court."

The relief was allowed 
on a cash security of Rs 
25,000 with two like 
sureties.

Delhi Police was, how-
ever, allowed to move for 
cancellation of the antici-
patory bail in case of any 
violation of conditions.

Senior advocate 
Sidharth Luthra, appear-
ing on behalf of Khedkar, 
said the investigation had 
been going on since July, 
2024 and cited his client's 
complete cooperation in 
the probe.

Khedkaw was stated 
to have appeared seven 
times before the police.

Luthra contended the 
high court ought to have 
granted bail given the na-
ture of offences and bear-
ing in mind the facts and 
circumstances of the case.

The Delhi Police coun-
sel opposed the plea cit-
ing Khedkar's non-coop-
eration in the probe.

The lawyer said Khed-
kar had exceeded the at-

tempts of appearing in 
the civil services exam on 
the basis of a disability 
certificate, which she pro-
cured fraudulently.

On January 15, the top 
court granted her pro-
tection from arrest and 
sought the response of 
Delhi government and 
the Union Public Service 
Commission on her plea 
seeking anticipatory bail.

Khedkar is accused of 
misrepresenting facts in 
her application for the 
2022 UPSC civil services 
examination for availing 
herself of reservation 
benefits.

She refuted all the alle-
gations against her.

While dismissing her 
anticipatory bail plea, the 
high court found a strong 
prima facie case against 
Khedkar, indicating the 
need for an investigation 
to unearth the "larger 
conspiracy" to manipu-
late the system.

Khedkar was granted 
the interim protection 
from arrest when the 
high court issued a notice 
on her anticipatory bail 
plea on August 12, 2024, 
extending it from time to 
time.

What is the grave crime she has committed? 
She is not a drug lord or a terrorist. She has 

not committed 302 (murder). She is not an NDPS 
offender. You should have a system or a software. 
You complete the investigation. She has lost 
everything and will not get a job anywhere
— Supreme Court


