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Department of 
Agriculture' Welfare 
Secretary Devesh 
Chaturvedi during 
a press conference 
in New Delhi 

Smoke billows after a 
fire broke out at a
tyre factory, in 
Jalandhar's industrial 
area, Punjab

A damaged textile 
shopping hub where 
a fire broke out on 
Sunday, in Kozhikode. 
No injuries were 
reported

West Bengal CM Mamata 
Banerjee addresses the 
media at NSCBI airport 
ahead of her tour of the 
northern districts of the 
state, in Kolkata

PTI, BENGALURU: Un-
usually heavy overnight 
rains pounding Bengalu-
ru brought the country's 
IT capital to its knees on 
Monday, with the mon-
soon-time scenes of in-
undation, people wading 
through water and evacua-
tion by inflatables playing 
out on the streets of this 
cosmopolitan city.

A 35 year-old woman 

died after a rain-soaked 
wall collapsed on her, 
while uprooted trees add-
ed to the woes of the peo-
ple and the administration.

Opposition BJP mount-
ed an offensive against the 
ruling Congress, alleging 
that the crores of rupees 
spent over the last two 
years on the city's infra-
structure have yielded no 
results. 

It attacked Deputy Chief 
Minister and Bengaluru 
in-charge D K Shivakumar 
for the state of affairs, even 
as the latter admitted Ben-
galuru's problems were 
not new but that the gov-
ernment was now working 
for a long-term fix.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said the downpour 
was "unexpected," and 
that he has instructed of-

Heavy downpour sinks Bengaluru
 Opposition tears into govt on city infra ficials to take up remode-

ling and de-silting clogged 
stormwater drains (SWD).

With an average rainfall 
of 10.5 cm last night, Ben-
galuru found itself deploy-
ing dinghies with essential 
supplies to sending tractor 
trailers to the rescue of 
those stranded in knee-
deep water.

This time too it was no 
exception for Sri Sai Lay-
out, infamous for flood-
ing the moment it rains. 
The low-lying area again 
flooded up to chest level, 
forcing people, including 
senior citizens, to wade 
through it, before the trac-
tor trolleys came to their 
rescue.

The local MLA, Byrathi 
Basavaraj climbed on top 
of an earth mover and in-
spected the layout devel-
oped by the Bangalore De-
velopment Authority.

A state Natural Disas-
ter Response Force officer 

A tractor being used to rescue people from a waterlogged area after heavy rains, at Sai Layout in 
Bengaluru, on Monday

said no one had ever ex-
pected such a heavy rain 
in Bengaluru. Weath-
er watchers said such 
heavy downpour in May 
is not common.

According to the 
India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) 
data, Bengaluru city 
received 105.5 mm of 
rainfall during the 24 
hour period ending 
8.30 am on May 19. The 
last time it rained this 
heavy here during this 
month was on May 18, 
2022. Incidentally, the 
all-time record for May 
stands at 153.9 mm, 
which was set on May 
6, 1909.

Namma Karnataka 
Weather, an 'X' handle 
with 18,000 followers, 
said the downpour on 
Sunday night was the 
heaviest for the year. 

PTI, LUCKNOW: At least 
12 people, including a You-
Tuber, have been nabbed 
from Punjab, Haryana, and 
Uttar Pradesh on charges 
of espionage over the last 
two weeks, with inves-
tigations pointing to an 
alleged Pakistan-linked 
spy network operating in 
north India, police said.

While six of them have 

been held from Punjab, five 
were nabbed from neigh-
bouring Haryana, and one 
from Uttar Pradesh. 

The arrests took place in 
the wake of the Pahalgam 
terror attack and India's 
Operation Sindoor, offi-
cials said.

Among those arrested, 
two women – You uber 
from Haryana Jyoti Mal-

hotra, whose YouTube 
channel and Instagram 
accounts have 3.77 lakh 
subscribers and 1.33 lakh 
followers, and 31-year-
old Guzala from Punjab 
-- were allegedly in touch 
with Pakistani officer Eh-
san-ur-Rahim alias Dan-
ish posted at the Pakistan 
High Commission in New 
Delhi.

A dozen alleged spies held so 
far in Punjab, Haryana, UP

PTI, MUMBAI/THANE: 
Five persons, including 
three women and two men, 
were killed and two sus-
tained injuries after their 
speeding car fell 100 ft off a 
bridge onto a dry riverbed 
in Maharashtra's Ratnagiri 
district in the early hours 
of Monday, police said.

The accident occurred 
near Khed around 5.45 
am, when the vehicle first 
hit the divider and fell onto 
the dry river bed of the Jag-
budi River, an official said.

He said the car was head-
ing towards Devrukh town 
from Nallasopara in Palghar 
district.

The official said the de-
ceased were identified as 
Mitali Vivek More (43), 
Megha Paradkar (22), Sau-

rabh Paradkar (22), Nihar 
More (19) and Shreyas 
Sawant (23).

According to the police, 
the victims, originally from 
Sangmeshwar, were on their 
way to attend a funeral.

Police suspect that the 
driver may have nodded off 
at the wheel and did not rec-
ognise the turn on the bridge, 
falling from a height of 100 ft.

He said officials from the 
Khed police station rushed 
to the spot, and a rescue 
operation was conducted.

As the river was dry, 
the vehicle crashed into 
boulders, killing some of 
the occupants on the spot, 
he said, adding that the 
injured were undergoing 
treatment at a hospital in 
Ratnagiri.

5 killed, two injured as 
car falls onto dry riverbed 

in Ratnagiri district

PTI, GARHWA/HAZARI-
BAG: Five people died 
and six others were in-
jured after being struck 
by lightning in two dis-
tricts of Jharkhand on 
Monday, police said.

Three deaths were re-
ported from Meral in Gar-
hwa district and two fa-

talities from Hazaribag's 
Katkamsandi and Giddi, 
they said.

Meral police station 
in-charge Vishnu Kant 
said at least three peo-
ple were killed and six 
others injured in inci-
dents of lightning stike 
in a few villages of the 
district.

Lightning kills 5, injures 6  in Jharkhand

Allahabad HC 
junks Masjid 

committee plea 
against survey

PTI, PRAYAGRAJ/SAMB-
HA: The Allahabad High 
Court on Monday dis-
missed a plea of the Masjid 
committee against the sur-
vey ordered by a Sambhal 
court in the Shahi Jama 
Masjid and Harihar Tem-
ple dispute.

The court said the order 
to appoint a court com-
missioner and the suit 
were maintainable.

Justice Rohit Ranjan 
Agarwal had previous-
ly reserved its order on 
the matter after hearing 
counsel for the Masjid 
committee and plaintiff 
Hari Shanker Jain aside 
from the counsel for the 
Archeological Survey of 
India (ASI).
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