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PONDA: The once-pristine 
Kapileshwari nullah—
considered Ponda’s main 
waterway and formerly 
a lifeline for agriculture, 
bathing, and washing—
has now become a dump-
ing ground for industrial 
waste, hotel waste, sew-
age, plastic, thermocol and 
other waste. 

Despite lakhs of rupees 
being spent annually by the 
Water Resources Depart-
ment (WRD) on cleaning 
and desilting, indiscrimi-
nate garbage dumping con-
tinues unabated.

Flowing through Betho-
ra, Curti, Ponda Municipal 
Council (PMC), Kavlem, 
and Bandora before merg-
ing into the Zuari River, the 
nullah is visibly littered 
with plastic waste near 
bandharas, posing a serious 
flood risk during the mon-
soon. 

Untreated industrial 
effluents have also been 

reported upstream, some-
times resulting in dead 
fish surfacing in the wa-
ter. Despite inspections by 
local panchayats and the 
Pollution Control Board, 
these violations persist. 
Internal tributaries feed-
ing into the main nullah 
also carry heavy waste 
loads.

The PMC has issued mul-
tiple notices to individuals 

discharging waste water 
into the nullah and has 
encouraged locals to con-
nect to the sewage system. 
However, there remains no 
effective mechanism to stop 
people arriving on two- and 
four-wheelers from dump-
ing garbage directly into 
the water.

The degradation of the 
nullah has severe repercus-
sions particularly farmers 

downstream at Kavlem and 
Bandora who heavily de-
pended on its water for ir-
rigation. Farmers complain 
that the waste-laden water 
flowing into their fields is 
causing rashes and health 
complications, forcing 
many to abandon fields.

In a bid to mitigate the 
issue, the WRD has recently 
installed steel nets on all six 
culverts to prevent waste 

dumping from vehicles.
Ponda MLA and Agricul-

ture Minister Ravi Naik, 
visibly upset over the 
repeated dumping, said, 
“The locals residing in 
the Panchayats and PMC 
areas need to be civilised. 
Every year, the nullah is 
desilted, but the dumping 
continues. People must 
act responsibly. The PMC 
collects garbage door-to-

door, and dustbins have 
been provided, yet some 
continue to throw waste 
into the nullah.”

He further urged resi-
dents to take sewage con-
nections to help keep the 
water body clean.

PMC Chairperson 
Anand Naik also appealed 
to citizens to cooperate 
in maintaining cleanli-
ness in the city.
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The degradation of the 
nullah has severe re-

percussions particularly 
farmers downstream at 

Kavlem and Bandora who 
heavily depended on 

its water for irrigation. 
Farmers complain that 
the waste-laden water 

flowing into their fields 
is causing rashes and 
health complications, 

forcing many to abandon 
fields.

Kapileshwari nullah turns into dumping 
ground for waste and garbage

Industrial, hotel waste, sewage, plastic, thermocol choke  Ponda’s main waterway; 
polluted water flowing into fields forces farmers to abandon agriculture
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MARGAO: The Princi-
pal District and Sessions 
Court, South Goa, has 
sentenced 30-year-old 
Gulshan Tirke to life im-
prisonment for the mur-
der of his wife, whom he 
stabbed with a knife on 
Diwali day in 2021. The 
court also directed Tirke 
to pay a fine of Rs 1 lakh, 
failing which he will have 
to undergo additional im-
prisonment.

According to Maina Cur-
torim Police, the incident 
took place in a rented 
room in the St Jose area, 
where the couple had been 
residing. On the day of the 
incident, Tirke stabbed his 
20-year-old wife, Basanti, 
following a quarrel. After 
committing the crime, he 
fled the scene with the 
weapon.

Police arrested Tirke 
later that night from one 
of the rooms constructed 
at a nearby crusher site. A 
case under Section 302 of 
the Indian Penal Code was 
registered against him, 
and the matter was sub-
sequently charge-sheeted. 
During the investigation, 
police took the accused 

Husband sentenced 
to life for 

murdering wife
back to the crime scene as 
part of the inquiry.

The couple, originally 
from Jharkhand, report-
edly had frequent domes-
tic disputes. Police stated 
that the accused had lost 
a hand while working on 
a crusher site some years 
ago, but the owner had 
retained him as a super-
visor with a regular sala-
ry. Police further revealed 
that Tirke had grown sus-
picious of his wife’s fidel-
ity, which led to repeated 
arguments. On Diwali, an 
argument escalated, and in 
a fit of rage, he picked up 
a knife from the house and 
fatally stabbed her.

The critically injured 
woman was rushed to the 
South Goa District Hospi-
tal in Margao, where she 
later succumbed to her in-
juries. A team from Maina 
Curtorim Police Station, 
led by then PI Sagar Ekosk-
er (now DySP), visited the 
site, conducted the legal 
formalities, prepared a 
panchanama, and collect-
ed information from locals.

The court examined 15 
witnesses during the tri-
al. Public Prosecutor San-
jay Samant represented 
the State.
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MARGAO: In a sig-
nificant development 
following an aggres-
sive campaign against 
illegal structures and 
encroachments in and 
around Margao—par-
ticularly near the power 
house office at Aquem 
- Kashinath Shetye has 
been relieved of the ad-
ditional charge of Ex-
ecutive Engineer at the 
Electricity Department 
in Margao.

Shetye, who had 
been holding the exec-
utive post, confirmed 
the move through a 
social media post on 
Friday. The responsi-
bilities of the post are 
currently being han-
dled by an Assistant 
Engineer.

In his message, She-
tye acknowledged his 
removal but vowed to 
continue his efforts. “I 
may be relieved from 
my position, but the 
mission to clear ille-
galities will go on,” he 
stated.

In recent weeks, 
Shetye had stepped up 
enforcement against 
unauthorised gaddas 
(temporary roadside 
stalls) and other illegal 
structures on land un-
der the jurisdiction of 
the Electricity Depart-
ment. The crackdown 
focused on encroach-
ments near the Aquem 
power house, where il-
legal setups had report-
edly been operating for 
years without action 
from civic authorities.

Frustrated by what 
he described as con-
tinued inaction by 
the Margao Municipal 
Council, Shetye had 
even approached the 
court seeking inter-
vention to address the 
issue. His campaign 
also extended to the re-

moval of unauthorised 
cables from electricity 
poles—measures that 
drew both praise and 
criticism.

Sources within the de-
partment suggest that 
Shetye’s assertive ap-
proach may have led to 
administrative friction, 
possibly contributing to 
his removal. However, 
Shetye remains unde-
terred, signalling that 
he sees this not as an 
end, but as a temporary 
hurdle in his ongoing ef-
forts.

Public reaction to 
his removal has been 
mixed. While some cit-
izens and activists have 
lauded his no-nonsense 
attitude towards ille-
galities, others view the 
issue as part of internal 
departmental disci-
pline and protocol.

As the executive post 
remains in temporary 
hands, questions re-
main about the future 
of the initiatives led by 
Shetye. Will the clean-
up campaigns he cham-
pioned—particularly 

After campaign against illegalities, EE 
Shetye relieved from additional charge

against gaddas and cable clut-
ter—continue, or stall with-
out his leadership?

 I may be 
relieved from 
my position, 

but the mission to clear 
illegalities will go on
– Kashinath Shetye, 
Executive Engineer
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PANJIM: Between three and 

Alcoholism among women rising, 
warns AA trustee during Goa visit

eight percent of all individuals 
who consume alcohol are ad-
dicted to it, with the number 
of women suffering from alco-
holism having increased since 
the introduction of sweeter 

alcoholic beverages. Wom-
en are more susceptible 
to alcohol-related damage, 
even when drinking less 
than men, and the death 
rate among women due to 
alcohol is 50 percent high-
er compared to their male 
counterparts.

This concerning data 
was revealed by Dr Ash-
ish Deshpande, a Class A 
trustee of Alcoholics Anon-
ymous (AA), who visited 
Goa on Saturday along 
with Sister Rose Paite, an-
other rotated Class A trus-
tee of AA.

The two were in the state 
to announce the launch 
of a dedicated women’s 
AA meeting, which will be 
held every Saturday from 
4.30 pm to 5.30 pm at the 
Cansaulim group meeting. 
A women-specific helpline 
was also introduced, to be 
manned by Sister Rose and 
other sober women from 
AA Goa groups who are in 
successful recovery.

Goa currently has 60 AA 
meeting points across var-
ious regions. Tourist-cen-
tric areas, in particular, 
experience higher levels 

of alcohol consumption. 
“These places are often 
viewed as havens for en-
joyment — and unfortu-
nately, enjoyment is fre-
quently associated with 
addictive substances,” Dr 
Deshpande remarked.

He stressed the im-
portance of community 
coalitions in combating 
addiction, noting that it 
cannot be tackled by one 
person alone. “One-third 
of suicides and two-thirds 
of domestic violence cases 
occur under the influence 
of alcohol,” he stated. “Fur-
thermore, 40 percent of 
job absenteeism is linked 
to alcoholism.”

Dr Deshpande warned 
that alcoholism is having 
a serious effect on daily 
life and observed that its 
global impact is greater 
than that of cancer. Yet, he 
lamented, the issue is still 
taken lightly. “It is not an 
individual problem, it is a 
social problem,” he said. 
“Everyone must think crit-
ically and come together to 
help the community fight 
the growing issue of alco-
holism.”
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PONDA: The Ponda Mu-
nicipal Council (PMC) has 
announced that the fish 
vendors have finally moved 
from the forty-year-old, di-
lapidated Ponda fish mar-
ket building to the base-
ment parking of the new 
market complex, located 

next to the old market.
This relocation comes 

after a PMC resolution was 
passed due to the deteri-
orating condition of the 
former fish market. While 
the move was initially de-
layed by approximately 
one-and-a half months due 
to concerns about facilities, 
the PMC prioritised public 

safety by swiftly providing 
essential amenities such as 
lighting and water at the 
new location. As a result, 
the fish vendors moved to 
the basement parking of 
the new market complex.

The urgency of this re-
location was underscored 
by past incidents of falling 
plaster and the advanced 

rusting and exposure of 
structural elements like 
ceiling beams, clearly indi-
cating the dangerous state 
of the old building.

PMC Chairperson Anand 
Naik stated that the fish 
vendors have shifted and 
vacated their previous 
spaces in light of the build-
ing’s hazardous condition. 

Ponda fish vendors shift to basement 
parking of new market complex

He assured that neces-
sary steps will be taken 
to relocate other ven-
dors within the building 
and that construction 
of a new fish market 
building will commence 
shortly after the premis-
es is completely vacated.
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CALANGUTE: Members of the Cal-
angute Constituency Forum (CCF) 
staged a protest on Friday at Kho-
brawaddo, Calangute, where beach 
vegetation is allegedly being cleared 
illegally by Delhi-based developer 
Ashwin Holdings.

The protest was held at survey 
number 208/1C, a property located 
in a Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 
no-development area, where the 
forum alleges vegetation is being 
cleared in violation of the Environ-
mental Protection Act.

“This is contempt of court. Four 
years ago, the Bombay High Court at 
Goa took suo motu cognisance of vio-
lations by the same developer and or-
dered the replanting of cut trees. Yet 
again, vegetation is being destroyed,” 
said CCF president Premanand Divkar. 
He added that a site inspection by the 

Goa State Biodiversity Board had ear-
lier confirmed the presence of medici-
nal plants on the land.

CCF has filed fresh complaints 
with authorities, including the Chief 
Secretary, and plans to inform the 
High Court. “When a layman violates 
CRZ rules, action is swift. But when 
big Delhi developers do it, nothing 
happens. It seems the authorities 
are hand-in-glove,” said CCF mem-
ber Clotildes Braganza.

In their complaint, the CCF said 

the clearing is in “clear violation 
of the direction from Hon’ble High 
Court in suo motu case No. 1 of 
2021.” The NGO called for urgent 
investigation and strict action un-
der the Environmental Protection 
Act, 1986, and for restoration of the 
damaged area.

“These actions threaten coastal 
biodiversity and ecological balance 
and undermine our community’s 
efforts to promote sustainability,” 
Divkar stated.

Calangute forum protests fresh destruction of 
beach vegetation in CRZ zone
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