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An agitator holds a 
poster during a protest 
by Swadeshi Jagaran 
Manch over Turkey's 
support for Pakistan,  
in New Delhi

AAP National Convener 
Arvind Kejriwal with 
Punjab CM Bhagwant 
Mann during the launch of 
an anti-drugs campaign, 
at Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
Nagar, Punjab

A Miss World 2025 
contestant from Malta 
presents a flower bouquet 
to a patient, during a 
visit to AIG hospital, in 
Hyderabad, Telangana

School students try to 
shield themselves from 
the scorching heat on a 
hot summer day while 
returning home  
in Ranchi, Jharkhand

SUN DRENCHED

PTI, NEW DELHI:  As part 
of a major diplomatic of-
fensive, the government 
will send several all-party 
delegations to different 
countries, starting next 
week, to expose Paki-
stan-sponsored terrorism 
on the world forum.

The exercise is aimed at 
presenting India's stance 
against Pakistan on terror 
comes in the wake of Op-
eration Sindoor - the Indi-
an offensive against terror 
camps in Pakistan and Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) following the April 22 
terror attack in Pahalgam in 
which 26 people, mostly 
tourists, were killed.

Senior leaders, includ-
ing MPs, of various parties 
from both the ruling and 
the opposition, have been 
sounded out by the gov-
ernment and some par-
ties have also given their 
go-ahead to the presence 
of their members for the 

diplomatic exercise.
Sources said some for-

mer ministers would lead 
the delegations of MPs 
from different parties to a 
cluster of countries across 
the world.

Each delegation is like-
ly to have seven to eight 
members and may visit 
four to five countries, 

they added.
While there was no clar-

ity on the exact number of 
delegations or their mem-
bers, some leaders said 
more than 30 MPs could 
be included in the out-
reach exercise.

The delegations will vis-
it different countries for a 
period of 10 days. The MPs 

will visit different blocs of 
countries, as earmarked 
by the government.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) will brief the 
MPs before they depart.

Among the parties 
whose MPs will be part of 
the delegation are the BJP, 
Congress, TMC, DMK, NCP 
(SP), JDU, BJD, Shiv Sena 
(UBT), CPI(M), and some 
others, the sources said.

A leader of a party that 
has been sounded out for 
the exercise said they 
were told to be ready to 
leave by May 22-23 for 
a period of 10 days and 
that the MEA would be in 
touch with them to pro-
vide the necessary details, 
including the itinerary.

Former Union minister 
Anurag Thakur and BJP 
MP from Odisha, Aparaji-
ta Sarangi, are among the 
ruling party members to 
be part of the delegations, 
the sources said.

India to send delegations 
abroad to expose Pak on terror
The exercise aimed at presenting India’s stance against 
Pak on terror comes in the wake of Operation Sindoor

WAR FOR TAKING BACK POK SHOULD BE 
WAR OF CHOICE: EX-DGMO ANIL BHATT

PTI, NEW DELHI: Military conflict with Pakistan after 
the Pahalgam terror attack has brought into focus 
the importance of drones in modern warfare, which 
along with space and cyberspace will write the new 
paradigm of future wars, a former Director General 
of Military Operations, who oversaw the Doklam 
crisis, has said. In an interview with PTI Videos on 
Thursday, retired Lt Gen Anil Kumar Bhatt also 
expressed his displeasure at suggestions in social 
media by many warmongers who were unhappy with 
the conflict ending in four days on the grounds that 
it was an opportunity to reclaim Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir.

Porters labour under the scorching sun at Azadpur Mandi, New Delhi, seen carrying heavy 
sacks of garlic through the bustling market

PTI, UJJAIN:  A student 
staying in a hostel of 
Vikram University in 
Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh 
was ragged, following 
which a police case was 
registered and five of 
those allegedly involved 
in the incident were ex-
pelled, officials said on 
Friday.

The 20-year-old vic-
tim, a third-year B.Tech 
student of Swami Viveka-
nand Engineering Insti-
tute, hails from Sagar 
district and was staying in 
the university's Shaligram 
Tomar hostel, a police of-

ficial said.
"The incident took 

place in the intervening 
night of Tuesday and 
Wednesday. He was beat-
en up by some seniors, his 
clothes were torn and the 
students involved also 
threatened to kill him. 
A case was registered 
against two students 
identified as Vedant alias 
Krishna Udasi and Mukul 
Upadhyay," Madhavnagar 
police station in-charge 
Rakesh Bharti said.

The victim underwent 
a medical examination at 
Charak Hospital.

Police said the victim 
has told them the ragging 
incident was a fallout of 
issues related to competi-
tion and pressure.

University Vice Chan-
cellor Arpan Bharadwaj 
said the management 
handed over a letter to 
police seeking legal action 
against those involved.

"The University has 
also decided to take disci-
plinary action against five 
students. It has been de-
cided to expel them from 
the hostel and related de-
partments. Expulsion let-
ters have also been given 

Vikram University ragging incident: Five 
students expelled, police case filed

to the heads of the depart-
ments," the VC said.

The UGC's anti-ragging 
committee has also taken 
cognizance of the matter 
and has sought information 
and a report will be submit-
ted to it by the university, 
Bharadwaj added.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Jus-
tice Bela M Trivedi, who 
was the eleventh woman 
judge to be elevated to 
the Supreme Court in its 
75-year-old history on 
Friday demitted office af-
ter spending three-and-a-
half years on the bench.

Justice Trivedi, who 
had the rare distinction of 
being elevated to the top 
court after starting out as 
a trial court judge in Guja-
rat in July 1995, was part 
of the top court's several 
landmark judgements.

"It was a happy coin-
cidence that her father 
was already working as 
the judge, city civil and 
sessions court when she 
was appointed. The Lim-
ca Book of Indian records 
has recorded the entry in 

their 1996 edition that 
'Father - daughter judges 
in the same court'," Justice 
Trivedi's profile on the 
apex court website said.

She was elevated as a 
judge of the apex court on 
August 31, 2021 when a 
record nine new judges, in-
cluding three women, were 
administered oath of office.

On Friday, Justice Trivedi 
sat in the ceremonial bench 
headed by Chief Justice B R 
Gavai as a tradition marking 
the exit of a top court judge.

She was part of a five-
judge Constitution bench, 
which by a 3:2 majority, 
in November 2022 upheld 
10 per cent reservation in-
troduced in 2019 for eco-
nomically weaker sections 
in admissions and govern-
ment jobs that excluded 
the poor among the SC/
ST/OBC categories.

A seven-judge Constitu-
tion bench, which Justice 
Trivedi was part of, in Au-
gust 2024 by a 6:1 majority 
held that states are constitu-
tionally empowered to make 
sub-classifications within 
the Scheduled Castes, which 
form a socially heterogene-
ous class, for granting reser-
vation for the uplift of castes 
that are socially and edu-
cationally more backward 
among them.

Eleventh woman judge in 
SC history, Justice Bela M 

Trivedi bids adieu

PTI, SHIMLA:  Several ar-
eas of Himachal Pradesh 
were lashed by thunder-
storms, lightning and 
gusty winds during the 
past 24 hours since Thurs-
day evening causing mar-
ginal drop in maximum 
temperatures, the weather 
office said.

Thunderstorm lashed 
Shimla, Jubbarhatti, Sun-
dernagar, Bhuntar and Jot 
while gusty winds of 57 
kilometre per hour swept 
Neri followed by Bajaura 
(56 kmph), Bilaspur (52 
kmph) and Kufri (50 kmph).

The local meteorological 
station issued an 'orange' 
warning for seven districts 
of the state for May 19.

Storm, gusty 
winds hit 

Himachal Pradesh

PTI


