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PTI, ISLAMABAD: In a 
major development, Pa-
kistan has offered a ze-
ro-tariff bilateral trade 
agreement to the United 
States, according to a me-
dia report on Thursday.

Geo News reported the 
development, quoting gov-
ernment sources.

"Pakistan is offering to 
enter into a bilateral agree-
ment with zero tariffs on 
selected tariff lines, with 
mutual interests, to expand 
bilateral trade across mul-
tiple sectors," a high-level 
source told the channel 
when asked about the new 
policy offered to the US.

The development comes 
after US President Trump 
claimed that he brokered 
a "ceasefire" between Pa-
kistan and India.

He also lauded the lead-
ership of both countries 
and said he would be doing 
"a lot of trade" with both.

The nuclear-armed 
neighbours ended their 
worst military conflict in 
nearly three decades after 
reaching an understand-
ing on May 10 to end the 
conflict after four days 
of intense cross-border 
drone and missile strikes.

Indian government 
sources in New Delhi have 
maintained that the Direc-
tor Generals of Military 
Operations (DGMOs) of In-
dia and Pakistan reached 
an understanding to stop 
all firings and military ac-
tions on land, air and sea, 
without the involvement 
of any third party.
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AFP, ANTALYA: US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio 
voiced openness Thursday 
to any new ideas to bring 
aid into Gaza after a US- 
and Israeli-backed plan 
was sharply criticised, ex-
pressing concern over the 
humanitarian situation in 
the territory.
A new US-backed foun-
dation on Wednesday an-
nounced a plan to begin 
distributing aid later this 
month in Gaza, where Is-
rael has cut off food and 
other humanitarian sup-
plies for more than two 
months.
"We're troubled by the 
humanitarian situation 
there," Rubio told re-
porters after warnings 
of famine in war-ravaged 
Gaza.

"I hear criticisms of that 
plan. We're open to an al-
ternative if someone has a 
better one," Rubio said on a 
visit to Turkey.
"We are for all the aid we 
can get without Hamas 
being able to steal it from 
people."
Rubio also said he spoke 
about the situation in 
Gaza in a telephone call 
on Thursday with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, as President 
Donald Trump tours Arab 
monarchies in the Gulf 
region.
Netanyahu has vowed a 
new offensive to wipe out 
Hamas, which sparked 
the war in Gaza with the 
deadliest attack against 
Israel in its history on Oc-
tober 7, 2023.
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