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Newly appointed 
Union Public 
Service Commission 
Chairman Ajay Kumar 
assumes office, in 
New Delhi

Union External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar with 
Honduran Foreign Minister 
Enrique Reina during the 
opening of the Embassy of 
Honduras, in New Delhi

Union Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar 
with Haryana Chief 
Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini during a 
meeting in New Delhi

Union Culture and 
Tourism Minister Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat 
at the Vaishakha 
Buddha Purnima Divas 
celebration, in New Delhi
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People cover themselves with scarves on a hot summer 
day in Bikaner, Rajasthan, on Thursday

PTI, NEW DELHI: In-
dia's relations and deal-
ings with Pakistan will be 
"strictly bilateral", which 
is a national consensus 
for many years and there 
is "absolutely no change" 
in that consensus, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar said on Thursday.

He also said that the 
Indus Waters Treaty will 
continue to be held in 
abeyance until Pakistan 
"credibly and irrevoca-
bly" stops its support for 
cross-border terrorism.

Jaishankar said the 
UN Security Council had 
underlined the need to 
hold the perpetrators of 
the Pahalgam attack ac-
countable, and on May 7 
morning, "we held them 
accountable through the 
Operation Sindoor".

India carried out preci-
sion strikes on terror in-
frastructure early on May 

7 following which Paki-
stan attempted to attack 
Indian military bases on 
May 8, 9 and 10. The Paki-
stani actions were strong-
ly responded to by the In-
dian side.

The hostilities ended 
with an understanding 

on stopping the military 
actions following talks be-
tween the Directors Gen-
eral of Military Operations 
of both sides on May 10.

"To me things are fairly 
clear. So, let me take this 
opportunity to spell out 
our position. One, where 

Pakistan is concerned, 
our relations, our dealings 
with them will be bilateral, 
and strictly bilateral.

"That is a national con-
sensus for many years, 
and there is absolutely no 
change in that consensus 
that dealings with Paki-
stan will be bilateral," Jais-
hankar said.

He said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has made 
it "very clear" that any 
talks with Pakistan will be 
only on terrorism.

"...Pakistan has a list of 
terrorists, who need to be 
handed over. They have to 
shut down terrorist infra-
structure, they know what 
to do," the external affairs 
minister said.

Jaishankar said New 
Delhi is "prepared to dis-
cuss" with Islamabad what 
is to be done on terrorism, 
adding those are the talks 
that are "feasible".

Our dealings with Pak will 
be strictly bilateral: EAM

Says Indus Waters Treaty to be held in abeyance until Pakistan 
credibly and irrevocably stops its support for cross-border terrorism

India-Pakistan ceasefire 
extended till May 18

PTI, NEW DELHI: Following the May 10 understand-
ing between India and Pakistan on cessation of hostili-
ties, it was decided to continue the confidence building 
measures to reduce the alertness level, Indian officials 
said on Thursday.

The clarification came after Pakistan military said 
the understanding on ending the hostilities has been 
extended until May 18.

"Further to the understanding between the two 
DGMOs (Directors General of Military Operations) on 
May 10, it has been decided to continue the confidence 
building measures so as to reduce the alertness level," 
an Indian Army official said.

"As situation develops further, we shall intimate 
you," he said. 

PTI, SRINAGAR: Paki-
stan's nuclear weapons 
should be brought under 
the supervision of the 
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency as they are 
not safe in such a rogue 
nation, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh said on 
Thursday.

The defence minister's 
comments came days af-
ter Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said India 
would not tolerate "nu-
clear blackmail" by Pa-
kistan and would punish 
cross-border terrorism 
strongly.

Singh said how strong 
India's resolve against 
terrorism can be gauged 
from the fact that it has 
not even paid heed to 
Pakistan's nuclear black-
mail.

"The whole world has 
seen how irresponsibly 
Pakistan has given nucle-
ar threats to India several 
times," he said interacting 
with troops.

"Today, from the land of 
Srinagar, I want to raise 
this question before the 
whole world: are nucle-
ar weapons safe in the 
hands of such an irre-
sponsible and rogue na-
tion?" Singh asked.

"I believe that Paki-
stan’s nuclear weapons 
should be taken under 
the supervision of IAEA 
(International Atomic En-
ergy Agency)," he added.

The defence minis-
ter described Operation 
Sindoor as the "biggest" 
action taken by India 
against terrorism in its 
history.

"For the last 35-40 
years, India has been fac-
ing terrorism being car-
ried out from across the 
border. Today India has 
made it clear to the whole 
world that we can go to 
any extent against terror-
ism," he said.

By carrying out the ter-
rorist attack in Pahalgam, 
an attempt was made to 
hurt India's forehead and 
to break the country's so-
cial unity.

"They attacked India's 
forehead, we have in-
flicted wounds on their 
chest," he said.

Pak’s nukes should be brought 
under IAEA watch: Rajnath

"The only way to cure 
Pakistan's wounds is to 
stop giving shelter to an-
ti-India and terrorist or-
ganisations, and not allow 
its land to be used against 
India," he added.

Recalling then Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee's visit to Pakistan 
21 years ago, Singh said 
Pakistan had declared that 
terrorism will no longer be 
exported from their soil.

"But Pakistan betrayed 
India and is still betray-
ing it. Now it has to pay a 
heavy price for this. And if 
terrorism continues, this 
price will keep increasing," 
he said.

Singh said Prime Minis-
ter Modi has clearly rede-
fined India's policy against 
terrorism, which says that 
any terrorist attack on 
Indian soil will be consid-
ered "an act of war".

The whole world 
has seen how 

irresponsibly Pakistan 
has given nuclear threats 
to India several times
— Rajnath Singh,
Defence Minister

Tushar Mehta 
appointed lead 

procecutor
PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
government has appoint-
ed a team of lawyers head-
ed by Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta to conduct 
trial against extradited Pa-
kistani-Canadian terrorist 
Tahawwur Hussain Rana 
in the 26/11 Mumbai ter-
ror attack case.

In a notification, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
said the appointment has 
been made exercising the 
powers conferred under 
the National Investigation 
Agency Act, 2008 and the 
Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita, 2023.

The central govt hereby 
appoints a team of Special 
Public Prosecutors headed 
by Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta and comprising Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
S V Raju, senior advocate 
Dayan Krishnan and ad-
vocate Narender Mann for 
conducting trial and other 
matters related to the case 
RC-04/2009/NIA/DLI on 
behalf of the NIA before the 
NIA Special Courts at Delhi, 
HC of Delhi and SC for three 
years or till the completion 
of trial of the said case, 
whichever is earlier, the 
notification said.

TAHAWWUR RANA CASE

PTI, DARBHANGA/PAT-
NA: Playing the social jus-
tice card to the hilt, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Thursday addressed 
inmates of an 'Ambed-
kar hostel' in Bihar and 
watched a movie based 
on the life of legendary re-
formers Jyotiba Phule and  
Savitribai Phule.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha be-
gan his day-long tour of the 
state, where assembly polls 
are due in a few months, by 
addressing a 'Shiksha Nyay 
Samvad' at Darbhanga, a 
north Bihar town about 
140 km from the state cap-
ital.

Hours later, before 
boarding his return flight 
in Patna, he told reporters, 
"I had come to interact with 
students from the deprived 
sections of society. At-
tempts were made to block 
my way. But my job was 
done (kaam ban gaya)".

The allusion was to his 
cavalcade being stopped at 
the gates of the Lalit Nar-
yan Mithila University in 
Darbhanga, where the lo-
cal administration tried to 

prevent him from reaching 
the 'Ambedkar Chhatravas', 
a day after denying permis-
sion to hold the programme 
at the spot.

The administration had 
suggested that the 'Shiksha 
Nyay Samvad' be held at 
town hall, but the Congress 
leader stood his ground, 
choosing to get out of his 
car and walk several hun-
dred metres to reach the 
ground adjacent to the hos-
tel, where a huge canopy 

had been put up.
"My car was stopped 

at the gates. But I did not 
relent...I took a circuitous 
route to reach here on 
foot", Gandhi said at the 
function, speaking into a 
hand-held mic.

The 54-year-old leader 
claimed that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi had 
agreed to hold a caste cen-
sus "out of fear" that refusal 
may not go down well with 
the deprived castes.

Rahul plays social justice card in 
Bihar ahead of Assembly polls

Congress MP and Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
holds a portrait of Dr BR Ambedkar during the Shiksha Nyay 
Samvad programme, in Darbhanga, on Thursday

19 dead in 
separate road 

accidents in UP
PTI, LUCKNOW: At least 
19 people, including wom-
en and children, lost their 
lives and dozens were in-
jured in multiple road ac-
cidents in several parts of 
Uttar Pradesh, with major 
incidents taking place in 
Lucknow, Hardoi and Bal-
rampur districts.

The spate of accidents 
prompted Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath to instruct 
officials to expedite relief 
and medical response.

Five passengers, includ-
ing two children, were 
killed when a private bus 
caught fire on Kisan Path 
near Mohanlalganj on the 
outskirts of Lucknow ear-
ly Thursday morning. The 
bus, carrying nearly 80 pas-
sengers and travelling from 
Begusarai (Bihar) to Delhi, 
caught fire around 5 am, al-
legedly due to a short circuit 
in the gearbox, according to 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Police Rajneesh Verma. The 
blaze spread rapidly while 
most passengers were 
asleep. Though firefighters 
reached the spot promptly, 
five passengers could not 
be saved, police said. 

Aviation watchdog BCAS revokes security 
clearance for Turkish firm Celebi
NEW DELHI: Aviation watchdog BCAS on Thursday 
revoked the security clearance of ground handling 
company Celebi Airport Services India, a unit of Turkey’s 
Celebi, with immediate effect in the "interest of national 
security". The move by the Bureau of Civil Aviation 
Security came against the backdrop of Turkey's backing 
for Pakistan and its condemnation of India's recent 
strikes on terror camps in the neighbouring country and 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir under 'Operation Sindoor'. 
Pakistan had also used Turkish drones on a large scale 
in the military conflict with India. Official sources, 
meanwhile, said the government may discourage people 
from going to Turkey as well as Azerbaijan, which had also 
actively supported Pakistan in the conflict. As a result, 
there is likely to be a significant drop in visits of Indian 
tourists, hosting of destination weddings and shooting of 
Indian films in the two countries in the coming days, the 
sources said.

EC probes CPI(M) veteran Sudhakaran’s claim 
of postal ballot breach in 1989 Alappuzha polls
ALAPPUZHA (KERALA): The Election Commission 
on Thursday launched an investigation after a video 
surfaced showing CPI(M) veteran G Sudhakaran allegedly 
claiming that postal ballots were opened during the 
1989 Alappuzha Lok Sabha election to find out which 
members of a party-backed NGO union had voted for the 
opposition. A purported video of Sudhakaran making the 
controversial remarks during a gathering of former NGO 
Union leaders in Alappuzha on Wednesday has gone viral 
on social media, prompting the EC to initiate a probe. As 
part of the investigation, EC officials visited Sudhakaran's 
residence on Thursday and recorded his statement. 
They said the matter would be submitted to the district 
collector for further actions. As the video went viral and 
the EC launched a probe, Sudhakaran said what he had 
said on Wednesday was not completely true and he had 
added something extra to it from his "imagination".
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