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DENIED JUSTICE BY POLICE,
MAN GETS COURT REPRIEVE

i tem at the Dabolim airport
* on Thursday evening.
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Judge finds prima facie evidence suggesting commission of cognisable
offences, directs police to act in land forgery case

BASURI DESAI

PANJIM: In a stark reflec-
tion of the hurdles faced by
ordinary citizens in seeking
justice, alocal resident from
Colvale, Bardez, was forced
to approach the court after
repeated appeals to various
government departments
failed to initiate action
against alleged forgery of
land records.

Following the court’s di-
rection, the Goa Police have
now registered an FIR and
launched an investigation
into the matter.

The case involves Amul
Prakash Mainkar, a resident
of Chikali, Colvale, who al-
leged that two individuals,
Firoz Khan and Tulshidas
Tukaram Harmalkar forged
a government land survey
plan to falsely depict a road
access through his family’s
tenanted agricultural land
in Survey No. 277/0 of Col-
vale village. This alleged
forgery was reportedly
done to support claims in a
civil dispute filed before the
Joint Mamlatdar.

According to the com-
plaint and documents pro-
duced in court, the accused
are said to have fraudulent-
ly altered a certified sur-
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vey plan by drawing two
parallel lines to indicate an
access road through Main-
kar’s tenanted land, which
does not exist in the origi-
nal records.

The manipulated plan
was then submitted as ev-
idence in official proceed-
ings to falsely establish
a right of way. However,
the original plan obtained
through RTI showed no
such markings, clearly re-
vealing the discrepancy and
the intent to deceive au-
thorities for personal gain.

“I knocked on every
door — from the Mamlat-

dar to the Police and even
the Survey Department
— but no one was willing
to act against such blatant
forgery,” said complainant
Amul Prakash Mainkar. “I
had no choice but to ap-
proach the court to protect
my family’s land from being
encroached upon through
manipulation of govern-
ment records.”

He further added, “What
is most shocking is how
official land records can
be tampered with so easily
and used to mislead author-
ities. This is not just a per-
sonal issue — it is a serious

threat to public trust in the
system.”

Despite filing formal
complaints with multiple
authorities, including the
Deputy Collector’s office
(Mamlatdar, Bardez), Ma-
pusa Police, and the Direc-
torate of Survey and Land
Records, Mainkar’s efforts
were met with inaction.
Left with no alternative, he
filed a criminal application
under Section 156(3) of the
Criminal Procedure Code
before the Judicial Magis-
trate First Class in Mapusa.

In her order dated April
19, 2025, the Judge Vaisha-

li A Lotlikar found prima fa-
cie evidence suggesting the
commission of cognisable
offences, including forgery,
use of forged documents,
cheating, and criminal con-
spiracy. Citing the forged
survey plans produced by
the accused, the Court di-
rected the Mapusa Police to
register an FIR under sev-
eral sections of the Indian
Penal Code, including Sec-
tions 463, 465, 466, 468,
471, 177, 182, 120B read
with Section 34.

The order emphasised
that despite detailed com-
plaints and supporting doc-
uments submitted under
the RTI Act, the local au-
thorities failed to act, leav-
ing the complainant with
no choice but to invoke ju-
dicial intervention.

This development sheds
light on the growing num-
ber of property-related
forgeries reported in Bar-
dez and raises concerns

over the apparent apathy of

state agencies in address-
ing them. The case will now
proceed under police in-
vestigation, with wider im-

plications for the misuse of

public records and the role
of land management bodies
in Goa.

Locals demand reinstatement

of Durbhat-Rasoi ferry service
CoP halts service after video showing children

jumping into river from ferry ramp goes viral

Team Herald

PONDA: Residents of Durb-
hat have urged the govern-
ment to resume the Durb-
hat-Rasoi ferry service at
the earliest, citing public

inconvenience and the
safety of women travelling
at night.

The Captain of Ports
(CoP) had halted the ser-
vice after a video went viral
showing children jumping
into the river from the ferry
ramp to bathe, raising safe-

ty concerns.
However, local social
worker Hanumant Naik

said the ferry is essential,
especially as the Durbhat
ramp is located in a res-
idential area near a bus
stop, making it safer and
more accessible for passen-
gers, particularly women.
“Bathing at the Durbhat

e

river is not new. We did it
when we were young too,”
Naik said. “The ferry staff
have always warned chil-
dren during arrival and de-
parture. The service should
not be stopped because of
this.”

Naik confirmed he had
met Captain of Ports offi-
cials to press for the ferry’s
reinstatement. He argued
that alternatives like Adpoi
ramp are inconvenient as
they are isolated, far from
the main road and bus
stop, and pose a safety risk

to women who must walk
through deserted areas fre- :
quented by labourers. :

Locals at Adpoi also ex-
pressed concerns, noting ‘:
that the increased traffic :
due to rerouting of vehicles :
is burdening their narrow
internal roads. They said :
the operation of two ferries
via Adpoi has caused daily
inconvenience. ?

Sources indicated that :
the Durbhat-Rasoi ferry :
may likely resume ser- :
vice once schools reopen
in June. :

NIO report on Mhadei water
diversion triggers protest

Team Herald

PANJIM: A protest was
held on Thursday near
Dona Paula following a
recently published report
of the CSIR-National In-
stitute of Oceanography
(NIO) which claimed that
the diversion of Mhadei
river water by neighbour-
ing Karnataka would have
“less impact” on Goa.

Members of the Mha-
dei Movement and sever-
al citizens demonstrated
outside the NIO complex,
demanding an explanation
from the leading institute
about the study conducted
by its three hydrologists.

The report, published in
the Journal of Earth System
Sciences, said that Karnata-
ka’s plans to divert Mhadei
water, as approved by the
Water Dispute Tribunal, will
have less impact on Goa and
can be addressed through
mitigation measures.

The Mhadei River orig-
inates in Karnataka and
runs through Maharashtra
into Goa, meeting the Ara-

Row over illegal clearing of

beach vegetation at Calangute

Forum calls for probe, demand action under Environmental

Protection Act and restoration of areas to n

Team Herald

CALANGUTE: The Cal-
angute Constituency Fo-
rum (CCF) has alleged
that a developer had de-
stroyed beach vegetation
in a CRZ no-development
zone located on survey
number 208/1C of Cal-
angute village, in viola-
tion of the Environmental
Protection Act.

In a complaint addressed
to the Chief Secretary and
other authorities on Thurs-
day, the NGO expressed con-
cern that the clearing was
conducted despite a High
Court directive in suo motu
case No. 1 of 2021, which
was initiated following a
previous complaint by CCE.

“As a conscientious NGO
and advocate for environ-
mental preservation, we
find it deeply troubling that
such actions by the firm are
repeatedly being carried
out without regard for the
delicate ecosystem and the
laws in force to protect it,”

S
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Destroyed beach vegetation in a CRZ no-development zone

said Premanand Divkar,
president of CCE.

“It is evident that these
actions not only pose a di-

rect threat to the biodiver- :
sity and ecological balance :
of our coastal areas but
also undermine the efforts :
of the community to pro- !
he :
added. Divkar emphasised :
the potential consequences
of such destruction, includ-
ing coastal erosion, habitat :
loss, and reduced recrea-
tional value for both locals :

mote sustainability,”

and tourists.

CCF has called for an

i

immediate  investigation
and strict action under the
Environmental Protection

atural state

“ Itis evident that
these actions not only
pose a direct threat to the
biodiversity and ecological
balance of our coastal
areas but also undermine
the efforts of the
community to promote
sustainability,”

—Premanand Divkar,
CCF President

Act, 1986, as well as resto-
ration of damaged areas to
their natural state.

Private MULTISPECIALITY HOSPITAL
in North-Goa is HIRING the following Staff

1) RESIDENT MEDICAL 4) X-RAY TECHNICIANS

OFFICERS
2) STAFF NURSES
3) RECEPTIONISTS

5) LABORATORY TECHNICIANS
6) AMBULANCE DRIVERS
7) ACCOUNTS PERSONNEL

Interested persons should send their CVs on WhatsApp
No. 9096067859, latest by 30*" May 2025.

bian Sea near Panjim.
Earlier, Environmentalist
Rajendra Kerkar, who has
done extensive research
on Mhadei, claimed that
the NIO scientists prepared
the report “sitting in their

Two flights diverted following runway
lights glitch at Dabolim airport

VASCO: Two flights were
diverted from the Dabolim
international airport to the
Mopa international airport
following a technical glitch
in the runway lighting sys-

According to airport
sources, the runway lights
malfunctioned temporar-
ily making it unsafe for
the aircraft to land. Due to
this, two flights, one from
Delhi and the other from
Chennai were diverted to

the Mopa international air-
port.

The airport authorities
informed the passengers
on the two flights about the
diversion mid-air and later
they disembarked safely
at Mopa.

Indian Artisan Bazaar

The 8%3;1‘ eve

Arts, Crafts and Handlooms Exhibition
,%ﬁfaem'ly at Maqao, Goa

Summer Shopping Carnival

&/

9th May to 25th May 2025

Timings: 10.30 AM to 8.30 PM

" * WO 17 Days Exhibition

: Free Entry and Free Parking

Ravindra Bhavan
Fatorda, Margoa, Goa - 403 602

EXHIBITION

17 DAYS | 70+
STALLS

‘ 50+
CRAFTSMAN

‘ FREE
ENTRY & PARKING

Arts | Handicrafts | Clothing | Jewellers | Fashion Accessories | Home Decor & More

For Details Contact: 6364685716 / 9036658774

Summer drives
with Kia vibes.

Turn up the sunshine with comfort,
Technolo andexclusive benefits.

Movement that inspires

Exclusive ownership benefits.

Corporate benefits of up to 55 000"
(On the Seltos, Sonet and Carens)

This summer, every journey deserves the perfect ride. With unmatched comfort, style, cutting-edge tech, and effortless
driving, your summer adventures begin when you drive home in your Kia. Walk into your nearest dealership, enjoy exclusive
benefits, and get the summer vibes going!

Exchange benefits of up to 320 000*
(Only on the Seltos)

26.03 cm (10.25") HD
Touchscreen Navigation

Summer-ready features.*

Air Conditioner

Dashcam with Dual Camera

Intelligent Dual Zone Fully Automatic ~ Front Ventilated Seats

Bose Premium 8-Speaker System

Smart Pure Air Purifier with Virus &

Bacteria Protection™

Exclusive scrappage benefits of up to 20 000/-"

For more information, visit our dealership or contact:
18001085000 | (B 09319591407 | www.kia.com | | kiacare@kiaindia.net | Look for "KiaIndia"@ f (& @B X

Star Map LED DRLs

Kia cars are now available through Canteen Stores Department (CSD) & Kendriya Police Kalyan Bhandar (KPKB).

*Terms & condition apply. The feature images shown are for representation purpose only. Features and specifications as shown may not be part of standard
fitment and may vary from model to model. *The Test of protection from Viruses & Bacteria are conducted with a defined process, under particular
circumstances in a controlled environment and the results may vary. The smartwatch is not provided with vehicle. ~Source: 2024 CEl Survey by FADA in
Collaboration with Frost & Sullivan. "Applicable for select corporates. “Defined benefit is 1.5% of the value of Ex-showroom price of the purchased car or up to
%20 000 which-ever is lower. The product shown is for representation purposes only. Actual features, colors, and specifications may not be part or standard
fitment and may vary. Kia india Pvt. Ltd. reserves the right to make any changes with respect to the trims, colors, specifications, and other details of any model
as mentioned or o modify/ discontinue any offer/scheme/service without prior notice. Kia urges you to follow traffic rules, these are meant to keep you safe
on the roads. Visit your nearest Kia dealership for more details.

Automotiveis De Cristal Kia : AB Motor Park, Airport Road Verna, Goa-403710, Tel:
7719816666 | Plot No. 45/46, Tivim Industrial Estate, Karaswada, Mapusa, North Goa -
403526, Tel: 9172415444




