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PTI, BIJAPUR (CHHAT-
TISGARH):  Central and 
state security forces have 
eliminated at least 31 Nax-
als in a 21-day-long com-
prehensive operation car-
ried out in dense forests 
around Karregutta hills on 
the Chhattisgarh-Telanga-
na border, security officials 
said Wednesday, asserting 
it is the "beginning of the 
end" of the Maoist menace.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, CRPF Director General 
GP Singh and Chhattisgarh 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Arun Dev Gautam said 
during the 21-day operation 
that started on April 21, the 
forces have recovered bodies 
of 31 Maoists, of which 28 
have been identified.

"The eliminated Naxals 
identified so far carried a 
reward of Rs 1.72 crore on 
their heads. The forces have 

also seized a massive haul 
of weapons and destroyed 
four technical units of Nax-
als that used to manufac-
ture weapons and IEDs," 
Vivekanand, Additional DG 
(Anti-Naxal operations) of 
Chhattisgarh Police, said.

The officials said that after 
analysing facts and informa-

tion during the operation, it 
can be safely believed that 
many senior Maoist leaders 
have either been killed or 
seriously injured during the 
encounters.

"Whatever we had set 
out to do, we have achieved 
more than that. We are con-
fident and happy that this is 

the beginning of the end and 
we will achieve the target of 
completely eliminating Nax-
al violence from the country 
by March 31, 2026," Singh 
said in response to a ques-
tion by PTI.

The security forces have not 
been able to recover all the 
bodies or arrest the injured 
because of extremely difficult 
terrain, the officials said.

The forces have recov-
ered 35 weapons and a huge 
quantity of ammunition in-
cluding automatic, semi-au-
tomatic and country-made 
weapons as well, they said.

During the operation, 
450 IEDs and a large num-
ber of detonators, explosive 
devices, besides 12,000 
kilograms of other material, 
including medical supplies, 
electric equipment, Naxal 
literature, etc, have been 
seized, they said.

31 Maoists killed in 21-day 
action in Chhattisgarh: CRPF

Security forces, maintain a strict vigil at Karegutta Hills in 
Chhattisgarh amid ongoing anti-Maoist operations

PTI, NEW DELHI: Over 
3,500 prisoners across 
India have sought legal as-
sistance from the Supreme 
Court Legal Services Com-
mittee which is the process 
of offering its services, a 
press release said.

By May 5, around 3,800 
inmates formally request-
ed to receive legal assis-
tance from the Supreme 
Court Legal Services Com-
mittee (SCLSC), it added.

“Launched on January 10, 
2025, in association with all 
state legal services author-
ities (SLSAs) and prison 
departments, the campaign 
aims to ensure access to 
justice for the inmates who 
remain unrepresented de-
spite having viable legal 
remedies,” the SCLSC said.

The campaign aimed to 
help the “legally vulnera-
ble” inmates, particularly 
those requiring urgent le-
gal intervention aside from 
prisoners who haven't filed 
appeals against conviction 
and those who failed to 
secure bail despite serv-
ing more than half of their 
maximum punishment.

The exercise would also 
aid those whose plea for 
remission or premature re-
lease was rejected and they 
failed to challenge it in the 
apex court.

“As a result of extensive 
coordination between the 
SCLSC, SLSAs, High Court 
Legal Services Committee 
(HCLSC) and prison au-
thorities, 4,216 such in-
mates were initially identi-
fied, and on April 1, Justice 
Surya Kant convened a na-
tional-level virtual meeting 
with the chairpersons of 
HCLSCs and SLSAs, urging 
them to constitute special 
committees to visit pris-
ons and actively encourage 
identified inmates to avail 
legal aid under the cam-
paign,” the release said.

“While a small number 
of inmates declined legal 
aid, citing reasons such as 
impending release, engage-
ment of private counsel, or 
expectations of remission 
on Independence Day or 
Republic Day, the over-
whelming response re-
flects the campaign's suc-
cess,” the release said.

Over 3.5k prisoners 
seek aid from SC 

legal services panel

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Delhi High Court has di-
rected Jawaharlal Nehru 
University to allow nine 
students rusticated on 
charges of sexual harass-
ment to write their exams 
commencing Wednesday.

Justice Vikas Mahajan 
directed Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University (JNU) not 
to take any coercive ac-
tion against the students 
to vacate their hostels till 
May 28, when the matter 
would be heard next.

“Having regard to the 
submission of the counsel 
for the petitioners, more 
particularly to the fact that 
there is violation of prin-
ciples of natural justice, 
the respondent universi-
ty is directed to allow the 
petitioners to take their 
examination, till the next 
date of hearing and no co-
ercive action shall be tak-
en against them to vacate 
their hostels,” the court 
said on May 13.

JNU passed separate or-
ders against the students 
on May 5, rusticating 
them for two semesters 
and declared them out of 
bounds from the varsity 
campus with immediate 
effect.

Delhi HC allows 
rusticated JNU 

students to write 
exams

PTI, IMPHAL: A group 
in Manipur has warned 
Meiteis not to enter the 
Kuki-majority areas dur-
ing a five-day festival to be 
held in Ukhrul district next 
week.

Ethnic clashes between 
the two warring sides in 
the northeastern state have 
left at least 260 people 
dead and thousands home-
less since May 2023.

“We strongly advise all 
members of the Meitei 
community to refrain from 
entering or crossing our ar-
eas at any time. Any viola-
tion of this direction will be 
considered intentional, and 
individuals shall bear full 
responsibility for any con-
sequences that may follow,” 
the Kuki Zo Village Volun-
teer Eastern Zone said in a 
statement.

People from various 
parts of the state visit 
Ukhrul during the Shirui 
festival, to be held be-
tween May 20 and 24. The 
route from Imphal, where 
Meiteis are in the majority, 

to Ukhrul passes through 
certain villages where Kuk-
is are the dominant force.

In Ukhrul district, how-
ever, the Naga tribal people 
are in majority.

Manipur DGP Rajiv Singh 
recently visited Ukhrul dis-
trict to review the prepara-
tions for the annual festival 
held to honour the state 

flower of Shirui Lily, found 
in abundance in the hills of 
Ukhrul district.

Popular Tangkhul Naga 
social worker Asang Kashar 
condemned the warning.

“This is directly a chal-
lenge to every citizen of 
Manipur and shows they 
(Kukis) are against peace,” 
Kashar said.

Kuki group warns Meiteis from 
entering their areas during 

upcoming shirui festival 
12 MILITANTS ARRESTED FROM THREE 

 MANIPUR DISTRICTS
PTI, IMPHAL: Security forces have arrested 12 militants 
belonging to proscribed outfits and two arms deal-
ers from Manipur, police said on Wednesday. All the 
arrests were made on Tuesday, they said. Four cadres of 
the banned People's Liberation Army, two members of 
Kangleipak Communist Party and one of Kanglei Yawol 
Kanna Lup were apprehended near Yongkhul village in 
Tengnoupal district, a police officer said. Besides, two 
members of the outlawed KCP (PWG) were arrested from 
Lilong Nungei and Wangbal in Thoubal, and two cadres 
of PREPAK from Koirengei Kabui Khul Gate in Imphal 
East. Another active cadre of the proscribed United 
National Liberation Front (Pambei group), who is also 
an arms dealer, was held from Puhkhao Ahallup Makha 
Leikai in Imphal East, he said. The security personnel also 
nabbed two more arms dealers on Tuesday.

PTI, MUMBAI: The Maha-
rashtra government has 
issued a set of guidelines 
mandating schools to in-
stall CCTV cameras with 
at least one month of data 
backup, report offences 
against students to the po-
lice, scrutinise its staff and 
conduct random alcohol 
tests on drivers of school 
vehicles, among others.

Providing counselling 
to students facing mental 
pressure or harassment 
and sensitising pre-prima-
ry and primary students 
about good touch and bad 
touch are also part of these 
guidelines.

These directions are in-
cluded in the Government 
Resolution (GR) issued 
on May 13 by the state 
school education depart-
ment, aimed at strength-
ening the implementation 
of the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act.
These guidelines aim 

to improve security at 
schools against the back-
drop of sexual assault of 
two kindergarten students 
in the toilet of a school in 
Badlapur town of Thane 
district in August last year. 
There were allegations that 
the school administration 
and the police did not take 
timely action in the matter.

Akshay Shinde a sanita-
tion worker at the school 
was arrested for the sexual 
assault on August. He was 
shot dead inside a police 
van while being taken to 
Kalyan from Taloja prison 
for a probe in another case.

The GR defines every 
person under 18 years of 
age as a minor and man-
dates school authorities 
to report any suspected 
offences to the local police 
station or the special juve-
nile police unit.

Maha mandates CCTV, staff scrutiny, 
and student counselling in schools

PTI, HYDERABAD:  The 
Miss World 2025 con-
testants embarked on 
a spiritual journey on 
Wednesday, visiting two of 
Telangana's most revered 
temples - the Ramappa 
Temple in Mulugu district, 
a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, and the famed Thou-
sand Pillar Temple in Wa-
rangal. 

The tour offered the con-
testants a deep cultural 
immersion, as they donned 
sarees and offered prayers 
at these historic sites.

Organised by the Telan-
gana Tourism Department, 

the guided tour began with 
a ceremonial welcome at 
the Ramappa Temple, also 
known as the Rudreshwara 
Temple. 

The beauty queens were 
greeted with traditional 
Kommu Koya dances and 
other cultural performanc-
es arranged by the district 
administration, showcas-
ing the rich heritage of the 
region.

Before entering the tem-
ple, the contestants par-
ticipated in a customary 
foot washing ritual, using 
elegant plates filled with 
water.

Miss World 2025 contestants 
immerse in Telangana’s rich 

culture, heritage


