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Minister MK Stalin 
interacts with patients 
during a visit to the 
Government Medical 
College Hospital in 
Nilgiris

A worker sprays medicine 
at Kanpur zoo premises 
amid apprehensions 
of possible spread of 
bird flu, H5N1 virus in 
Gorakhpur

Army personnel carry 
the mortal remains 
of Army jawan Ramu 
Gupta upon arrival 
in Patna. Gupta was 
martyred in the line of 
duty in Jammu

Debris being cleared 
from the site after a 
steel structure of metro 
pillar collapsed near 
Chinchwad railway 
station, in Pune
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2 smugglers held with opium worth  
Rs 32.5 lakh in Gorakhpur
LUCKNOW: Two members of an inter-state narcotics 
gang have been arrested in Gorakhpur with 6.5 kg opium 
worth about Rs 32.5 lakh, officials said on Wednesday. 
A Special Task Force team of the Uttar Pradesh Police on 
Tuesday arrested Pawan Singh, a resident of Bareilly and 
Khushbu, from Bihar, an official statement said. During 
the interrogation, Singh revealed he was part of a gang 
which smuggled opium from Bihar and Jharkhand to 
other states. The kingpin of the gang has been identified 
as Netrapal. 

Police inspector arrested for taking  
Rs 1 lakh bribe from school trustee
MUMBAI: The Anti Corruption Bureau has arrested a 
senior inspector of Shivaji Nagar police station here 
while allegedly accepting a bribe of Rs 1 lakh from a 
school trustee for initiating legal action in a dispute, an 
official said on Wednesday. Inspector Bapurao Madhukar 
Deshmukh allegedly demanded Rs 5 lakh from the 
complainant, a joint trustee of a school in Shivaji Nagar 
area, after a rival group in the school trust broke the 
lock of the school's main gate and tried to take it over 
illegally in August 2024, the complaint said. He requested 
Deshmukh to ensure the other group is stopped from 
entering the school until the Charity Commissioner passes 
an order on the dispute. 

EC begins training new batch of poll officials 
from Bihar, Delhi, Haryana
NEW DELHI: The Election Commission on Wednesday 
launched a capacity-building programme for a new 
batch of field-level electoral officers from Bihar, Haryana 
and Delhi to enhance their practical experience in voter 
registration. As many as 371 grassroots election officials, 
including booth-level officers (BLOs) and electoral 
registration officers, will participate in the programme.
In his inaugural address, Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar said the BLOs will soon be issued standard 
Identity cards across India to facilitate their functioning 
during door-to-door verifications. The training is designed 
to enhance participants' practical understanding, 
especially in the areas of voter registration, form handling, 
and field-level implementation of electoral procedures, 
the poll authority said.

Depressed over 61 pc in 10th board, Kota 
student hangs himself
KOTA (RAJASTHAN): A student took his life after getting 
depressed over his CBSE Class 10 board exam results, 
the police said on Wednesday. The student, identified 
as Anikesh, hailing from Jehanabad, Bihar, was found 
hanging from a ceiling fan in his PG room here on Tuesday 
evening. Anikesh went into depression after the results 
were announced on Tuesday, in which he scored 61 per 
cent marks, way below his expectations. Anikesh's mother 
tried to console him but to no avail. When she stepped out 
for a while, he took the extreme step, a police officer said.

Telangana cop booked for illegal  
possession of bullets
HYDERABAD: A police officer arrested by the Telangana 
ACB in a bribery case has been booked for alleged illegal 
possession of bullets, officials have said. During searches 
by the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) at the home of the 
arrested officer - a deputy superintendent - 21 bullets and 
69 empty cases (shells) were found, they said on Tuesday.
A case has been registered following a complaint by an 
ACB official. The ACB on Monday said it arrested two police 
personnel - a deputy superintendent and an inspector - in 
Suryapet town for allegedly demanding a bribe from a 
complainant in exchange for an official favour. 

3-year-old dies as fire engulfs house
THANE: A three-and-a-half-year-old boy died after a fire 
broke out in a house at Kasara in the district, police said.
The incident took place around 8 on Tuesday morning.
A fire broke out at the house of Datta Bule, located on 
the Vashala bypass road. Passersby, including some 
local boys who were on their way to play cricket, tried to 
douse the fire and rescue those who were inside. Krishna 
Bule, three-and-half years old, could not escape from 
the house, said inspector Suresh Gavit of Kasara police 
station. His body was recovered later, the official said.
The exact cause of the fire is yet to be ascertained.

Under the scorching sun of a sweltering summer day in 
Kolkata, West Bengal, a weary porter trudges through the 
bustling streets, balancing heavy baskets on his head. 
Despite the oppressive heat, the porter pushes forward, 
driven by sheer endurance and necessity

PTI, NEW DELHI/
JABALPUR:  The Jabalpur 
High Court on Wednesday 
ordered the registration 
of an FIR against Madhya 
Pradesh minister Vijay 
Shah who has attracted all-
round flak for his purport-
ed controversial remarks 
targetting Colonel Sofiya 
Qureshi.

Shah hit the headlines 
after a video, which went 
viral, showed him purport-
edly making objection-
able remarks against Col 
Qureshi, who was a prom-
inent face of the armed 
forces along with Wing 
Commander Vyomika Sin-
gh during media briefings 
on Operation Sindoor.

After drawing severe 
condemnation, the MP trib-
al affairs minister said if 
anyone is hurt by his state-
ment, he is ready to apolo-
gise ten times, adding that 
he respects Col Qureshi 
more than his sister.

Opposition parties 
slammed Shah for his "atro-
cious" and "most disgrace-
ful" comments.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh, in 
a post on X, asked, "Why 
has the PM not yet sacked 
the Madhya Pradesh min-
ister who made the most 
disgraceful and totally un-
acceptable remarks against 

Col. Sofiya Qureshi? It is not 
enough for the National 
Commission on Women to 
deplore these remarks."

"The minister's atro-
cious remarks reflect the 

BJP's diseased mindset re-
ally," he said.

The Madhya Pradesh 
High Court castigated 
Shah for passing "scurril-
ous" remarks and using 

’Gutter language’: MP HC orders FIR 
against minister for slur on Col Qureshi

"language of the gutters" 
against Colonel Qureshi, 
and ordered the police 
to file an FIR against him 
on the charge of promot-
ing enmity and hatred. It 
also said the armed forces 
were "perhaps the last in-
stitution in this country" 
that reflects integrity, dis-
cipline, sacrifice, selfless-
ness, character, honour 
and indomitable courage.

Taking suo motu cog-
nisance of the controver-
sial statements, the high 
court's division bench of 
Justices Atul Shridharan 
and Anuradha Shukla or-

dered the police to reg-
ister a first information 
report (FIR) against the 
minister. The court di-
rected the police depart-
ment to register the FIR 
by 6 pm on Wednesday, 
and also directed it to in-
form about it.

"The same must be 
done by today evening, 
failing which tomorrow, 
when the matter is listed, 
the court may contem-
plate proceeding against 
the Director General of 
Police of the State for con-
tempt of this order," the 
court order said.

J&K CM VISITS SHELLING AFFECTED AREAS, 
PROMISES HELP TO REBUILD HOUSES

PTI, SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Wednesday assured every possible 
help to rebuild homes of people affected by Pakistani 
shelling near the Line of Control, and said “the pain of 
my people is deeply personal”. Abdullah, who visited 
the shelling affected areas of Uri, including Salamabad, 
Lagama, Bandi and Gingal in north Kashmir's Baramulla 
district, also said that he would take up the demand 
for building individual bunkers in these areas with the 
Centre. “It is our responsibility to provide you help from 
the government so that your houses are rebuilt,” Abdul-
lah, who was accompanied by his advisor Nasir Aslam 
Wani, MLA Uri Sajad Uri and senior officials of the district 
administration, said while interacting with the families 
whose houses were damaged by the shelling in Uri.

J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah during a visit to the 
areas affected due to recent attacks from Pakistan, in Uri, 
Baramulla district, J&K

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day directed the Centre 
to seek expert opinion for 
removing the bias in the 
medical guidelines that 
bar transpersons, gay men 
and sex workers from do-
nating blood.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N 
Kotiswar Singh was acting 
on a batch of pleas against 
the blanket ban on blood 
donations by such per-
sons from the LGBTQIA+ 
community. “Aren't we cre-
ating a kind of segregated 
group? By these methods, 
stigma, biases and preju-
dices are all enhanced," the 
bench told Centre's lawyer, 
additional solicitor general 
Aishwarya Bhati.

Bhati said the guidelines 
challenged in the petitions 
were issued by the Blood 
Transfusion Council of India 
which viewed these catego-

ries as "high-risk" and barred 
them from donating blood.

Justice Singh, however, 
said, "What is worrying 
me...are we going to brand 
all transgenders as risky 
and thus indirectly stigma-
tise these communities? 
Unless you can show with 
some medical evidence 
that there is some kind of 
link between transgenders 
and these diseases. You 
can't say that all transgen-
ders are involved in these 
kinds of activities, even 
normal persons engage in 
such activities."

Justice Kant, on the oth-
er hand, noted the issue 
entailed the opinion of 
field experts.

"You please discuss with 
them so that as a communi-
ty, they are not stigmatised. 
At the same time, all medical 
precautions can remain in 
force," the bench told Bhati.

The pleas have chal-

SC questions ban on LGBTQIA+ 
blood donors, seeks expert input

lenged the 2017 Guide-
lines on Blood Donor Se-
lection and Blood Donor 
Referral issued by the 
National Blood Trans-
fusion Council and the 
National Aids Control Or-
ganisation under the ae-
gis of the Central health 
ministry.

PTI, KOCHI: Stale and ex-
pired food materials were 
found on Wednesday at 
one of the caterers supply-
ing food to the Railways, 
prompting it to penalise 
the catering firm by slap-
ping it with a fine of Rs 1  
lakh.

The Railways said the 
caterer was fined for laps-
es in cleanliness standards 
and the IRCTC was advised 
to take stringent action 
against it.

The action followed news 
reports of stale and expired 
food material being found 
at the catering unit - Brin-
davan Food Products - con-
tracted by the Indian Rail-
way Catering and Tourism 
Corporation (IRCTC) and 
Railways near Ernakulam 
station.

The reports also said 
that the caterer supplied 
food to the Vande Bharat 
trains as well.

According to a release is-
sued by the Southern Rail-
way, following the news 
reports, a high-level com-
mittee of senior officials 
was constituted to conduct 
an inquiry.

“The catering firm (M/s. 

Brindavan Food Products) 
has been penalised Rs 
1,00,000 by Railway for 
lapses reported in cleanli-
ness standards, and IRCTC 
has been advised to take 
stringent action,” the re-
lease said.

There was no immediate 
reaction from Brindavan.

The release further said 
that while the catering unit 
had an FSSAI certification 
licence, the Kochi Corpo-
ration authorities claimed 
that it was operating with-
out a commercial licence 
and did not have a Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP).

“Meanwhile, IRCTC has 
stated that arrangements 
have been made to ensure 
uninterrupted and hygien-
ic food supply to passen-
gers of Mail/Express trains 
and major corrective steps 
are also being taken to 
maintain the standards of 
hygiene and food quality,” 
it said.

Earlier in the day, a state 
health department official 
said that the catering was 
also found to be disposing 
of food and other waste 
into a nearby canal in vio-
lation of the rules.

Stale food found at 
Railways’ Kerala caterer; 

firm fined Rs 1 lakh
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