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Vendors sort mangoes at an orchard, in Nadia, West Bengal

xxx xxx xxx Special Public 
Prosecutor at Mahila 
court Disha speaks 
to the media after 
hearing in the Pollachi 
sexual assault case, in 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

Firefighters and SDRF 
personnel douse a fire 
which broke out at a 
godown storing oil 
and lubricants, on the 
outskirts of Bengaluru

RAF and police 
personnel depolyed 
after clashes between 
two groups of 
students at a hostel 
of Bihar National 
College, in Patna 

Deputy Commissioner 
Sakshi Sawhney meets 
family members of a 
hooch tragedy victim 
at Majitha in Amritsar 
district, Punjab

3 more arrested on treason charges in Assam
GUWAHATI: Three more persons were arrested in Assam 
on treason charges, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said. With this, a total of 56 people have been arrested in 
the state since the Pahalgam attack on April 22. The three 
arrested were identified as Lalchan Ali of Dhubri, Samir 
Ali of Lakhimpur and Rakib Hussain of Karbi Anglong, 
Sarma said in a post on X on Monday night. "Any act 
of sympathising with the enemy is an act of treason. 
Cracking down on anti-national elements - 56 such 
elements are now behind bars," he said. Earlier, AIUDF 
MLA Aminul Islam was arrested on sedition charges for 
allegedly "defending" Pakistan's role in the Pahalgam 
terror attack in which 26 people were killed. 

Proclaimed offender wanted in gang-rape  
case held in Delhi
NEW DELHI: A proclaimed offender, wanted in a 2021 
gang rape case and a recent shooting incident, was 
arrested from Tis Hazari Court premises, police said on 
Tuesday. The accused, Abdul Gaffar, a resident of Burari, 
had been absconding since October 2021. He was wanted 
in a gang rape case in the Burari area, they said. "Three of 
his co-accused were arrested earlier, but Gaffar evaded 
arrest despite several police raids. He was declared a 
proclaimed offender by a Delhi court in April 2022," a 
senior police officer said. According to police, Gaffar was 
also wanted in another case registered in March after a 
man sustained gunshot injuries. He had allegedly fired 
upon the victim and gone into hiding. A team was formed 
and working on tracking Gaffar. 

Army drone used for training goes  
missing in UP’s Meerut
MEERUT (UP): An Army drone has gone missing during a 
routine military training here, police said on Tuesday.
According to a complaint filed by technician Havildar 
Major Deepak Roy of the Corps of Electronics and 
Mechanical Engineers at the Railway Road police station, 
the incident took place near the city railway station on 
Monday evening, when a drone was flown as part of a 
military training exercise. During the flight, the drone lost 
connectivity with the control monitor and went astray.
Sadar Circle Officer Santosh Kumar Singh told PTI, "As per 
the information provided by the Army, the drone flown in 
Rohta Road area crossed the railway line and went in the 
other direction. 

Elderly pilgrim killed by boulder at Parvati 
Kund in Uttarakhand
PITHORAGARH (UKD): An elderly woman from Gujarat 
on a pilgrimage trip to the Adi Kailash peak died after 
being hit by a boulder in Jolingkong in Uttarakhand, the 
police said Tuesday.  Sanwala Devyani, 64, died on the 
spot in the freak incident Monday afternoon, Gunji Police 
Station SHO Ashutosh Kumar said.  Her relatives have been 
informed and her body has been sent to Dharchula for a 
post-mortem, he said.  "The body has reached Dharchula 
for post-mortem, and we are waiting for her relatives from 
Gujarat. The body would be handed over to them after a 
post-mortem," Dharchula Sub-Divisional Magistrate Manjit 
Singh said.   

Man kills 24-year-old in UP over love  
affair with his sister
SHAHJAHANPUR (UP): A 24-year-old man was killed 
here in Sahvaj Nagar village over an alleged love affair, 
police said Tuesday. Kaushal alias Mangal, from Sahvaj 
Nagar village, was called from his house by Santosh, 
a resident of the same village, on Monday afternoon. 
However, Kaushal didn't return home late into the night, 
Superintendent of Police (SP) Rajesh Dwivedi said. He 
added that the villagers then informed Kaushal's family 
about him lying on the road outside the village with 
several slashes on his chest. The police immediately 
rushed Kaushal to the Government Medical College where 
the doctors declared him dead. Initial inquiry indicated 
the slashes on his chest were made by a sharp weapon, 
Dwivedi said, adding that according to the villagers, 

Man arrested for 'inflammatory' post on PM 
Modi in Karnataka
BENGALURU: A man was arrested for posting an 
inflammatory message on social media, questioning 
why Pakistan had not bombed Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's residence in New Delhi, police said. "Why is Modi's 
house not being bombed in the fight between India and 
Pakistan? It's Modi who is creating trouble for people who 
were living happily. First, you bomb Modi's house," Nawaz 
had posted on his Instagram page. The accused was 
picked up following an uproar over the post, police said.
"A man named Nawaz had posted the message on 
Instagram. Based on his social media post, we registered 
a case at the Bandepalya police station. He was arrested 
yesterday, and we are producing him before a court 
today," Bengaluru Joint Commissioner of Police (East 
Division) Ramesh Bhanot told reporters.

PTI, KALABURAGI (KAR-
NATAKA):  Congress Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge 
on Tuesday said that the 
opposition will question 
the government at the 
all-party meeting, regard-
ing US President Donald 
Trump's claims that his ad-
ministration helped broker 
a "ceasefire" between India 
and Pakistan.

The Leader of Opposition 
in Rajya Sabha said he will 
urge the government to call 
an all-party meeting soon, 
to discuss the latest devel-
opments in border tension 
between India and Paki-
stan, including "ceasefire".

Speaking to reporters 
here, he said, "Trump is 
saying things to claim cred-
it. These people (PM and 
central government) are 
saying no. It is a sensitive 
matter. When an all-party 
meeting is called, we will 
discuss  what's the matter, 
what happened and what 
were the telephone talks 
and ask all these things”.

In response to a question 
whether PM Modi gave in 
to Trump's mediation, he 
said "It won't be right for 
me to speak about it now. 
We have our party meeting 

today. I'm going for that. I 
will ask (Centre) to call an 
all-party meeting, let's see 
what they will do."

India and Pakistan 
reached an understanding 
on Saturday to end the mil-
itary conflict after four days 
of intense cross-border 
drone and missile strikes.

Indian government 
sources have been main-
taining that the Director 
Generals of Military Oper-
ations (DGMOs) of India 
and Pakistan reached an 
understanding to stop all 
firings and military ac-
tions, and no third party 
was involved.

There was no reference 
to trade in talks between 
top leaders of India and 
the US during the India-Pa-
kistan military conflict, 
government sources said 
on Monday after American 
President Donald Trump 
claimed that he pressured 
New Delhi and Islama-
bad to stop hostilities by 
threatening to cut trade 
with both countries.

The source-based clari-
fication came after Trump 
on Monday said he forced 
the two countries to stop 
the hostilities by using the 

Oppn to question govt on Trump’s 
ceasefire mediation claim: Kharge

ENCOUNTER IN J-K’S SHOPIAN DISTRICT, 
THREE TERRORISTS KILLED

PTI, SRINAGAR:  Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) commander 
Shahid Kuttay was among three terrorists killed in an 
encounter with security forces in Shopian district of 
Jammu and Kashmir on Tuesday, officials said. Based 
on a specific input about the presence of terrorists 
in Shukroo Keller area of the south Kashmir district, 
security forces launched a cordon and search opera-
tion there.They said the search operation turned into an 
encounter after the terrorists fired upon the forces who 
retaliated.In the exchange of fire, three terrorists were 
killed, they said. A senior police official said the terror-
ists belonged to LeT. He identified the two as Shahid 
Kuttay and Adnan Shafi. The identity of the third one 
was being ascertained.

CEASEFIRE MUST HOLD, PEOPLE WANT 
PEACE: OMAR ABDULLAH

PTI, SRINAGAR:  Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah Tuesday said the ceasefire between 
India and Pakistan must remain intact as people on the 
border want to live in peace. We all want the ceasefire 
to remain intact. Only the anchors of a few TV chan-
nels, who sit far away from here in Noida and Bombay, 
do not like the ceasefire. "The people living near the 
borders or the LoC, and those who saw the situation in 
Jammu and Srinagar, they want a ceasefire. It is a good 
thing. This ceasefire should remain intact," Abdullah 
told reporters in the Tangdhar area of Kupwara district.
The chief minister was visiting the shelling-affected 
areas of the north Kashmir district.

trade card.
Kharge and his party 

have already demanded 
that the central govern-
ment convene a special ses-
sion of Parliament to dis-
cuss the Pahalgam terror 
attack, Operation Sindoor, 
and the latest develop-
ments in cross-border fir-
ing, including the recently 
announced "ceasefire".

PTI, JAIPUR:  As life 
returned to normal in 
border districts of Ra-
jasthan, educational in-
stitutions in Bikaner, Sri 
Ganganagar and Jodhpur 
reopened on Tuesday and 
district administrations 
assured people that no 
blackouts are scheduled 
now.

However, the residents 
have been asked to remain 
alert.

Rajasthan shares a 
1,070-km frontier with Pa-
kistan.

Schools, colleges and 
other educational insti-
tutions were closed as a 
precautionary measure in 
many border districts of 
Rajasthan due to the mili-
tary tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan. 

However, as the two 

countries on Saturday 
reached an understanding 
to end the conflict, the sit-
uation is becoming normal 
and the administration 
has started relaxing the re-
strictions.

The district administra-
tion said that they have 
withdrawn the order to 

keep educational activities 
closed in Sri Ganganagar, 
Jodhpur and Bikaner. 

The Sri Ganganagar 
administration said, "All 
types of educational insti-
tutions in the district will 
be able to conduct regular 
educational activities from 
May 13.”

No blackouts scheduled; schools 
and markets open in Rajasthan

Students attend classes in Bikaner as educational institutions 
reopen in the border areas of Rajasthan after India and 
Pakistan reached a bilateral understanding, in Bikaner

PTI, GUMLA:  A girl was al-
legedly raped by six young 
men in Jharkhand's Gum-
la district, police said on 
Tuesday.

She was attending a 
wedding and had gone 
out of the venue to relieve 
herself along with three 
other girls when these 
men started accosting 
them. While the rest man-
aged to flee, she could not 
and was taken to a near-
by forest and allegedly 
raped, they said.

The accused men left her 
there to die and fled, they 
added.

After being found by her 
family, she narrated the in-
cident to them, following 
which her father lodged a 
police complaint.

The incident happened 
on Friday, and police on 
Monday arrested all six 
accused involved in the 
crime, said Mukesh Tudu, 
the in-charge of the Sur-
sang police station.

"Taking prompt action, a 
team was set up and all ac-
cused, aged 18 to 24, were 
arrested from different 
locations," he said, adding 
that a court sent them to 
judicial remand.

Girl raped by six young 
men in Jharkhand

PTI, KOLKATA:  A plane 
of a private airline was 
taken to the isolation bay 
at the Kolkata airport on 
Tuesday afternoon for a 
thorough security check 
after a passenger was 
suspected of carrying a 
bomb, officials said.

The passenger was de-
tained after he told the 
airline's security officer 
that he had a bomb, an 
Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) official said.

The 26-year-old pas-
senger, travelling to 
Mumbai from Imphal 
with a stopover in Kolk-
ata, made the comment 

during the step ladder 
point check, a second-
ary-level security proce-
dure under which airline 
staff frisk passengers 
and their hand luggage 
just before boarding, he 
said.

"The passenger's claim 
was declared specific, se-
curity was beefed up, and 
standard operating proce-
dure (SOP) implemented," 
he added.

The passenger arrived 
in Kolkata by an Indigo 
flight and was supposed 
to take another flight 
of the same airline to 
Mumbai.

Bomb scare on Mumbai-bound 
plane at Kolkata airport

PTI, HARDOI (UP):  Three 
children drowned when a 
boat capsized in the Ram-
ganga river here, police said.

While four members of 
a family were rescued af-
ter the incident on Monday 
night, the bodies of the chil-
dren were recovered by po-
lice with the help of divers.

Circle Officer (Har-
palpur) Shilpa Kumari on 
Tuesday said seven mem-
bers of a family of Diwari 
Lal were returning from 
their farm in a small boat 
when the incident took 
place around 8 pm.

While Diwari Lal, his sis-
ter Nirmala, wife Suman 
and daughter Kajal were 
taken out safely, his neph-
ew and nieces identified as 
Sunaina (7), Shivam (14) 
and Sonia (13) drowned.

Boat capsizes 
in UP, three 

dead PTI

PTI

PTI, NEW DELHI:  "I have 
cast my feet in cement," 
India's astronaut-desig-
nate Angad Pratap jok-
ingly tells his colleague 
Ajit Krishnan as people 
queued up to click selfies 
with the duo at a confer-
ence here last week.

The selection of Pratap 
and Krishnan as astro-
nauts-designate, along 
with Shubhanshu Shukla 
and Prashanth Nair, for In-
dia's maiden human space-
flight project - Gaganyaan 
- have made them heroes 
overnight.

Shukla is scheduled to 
travel to the International 

Space Station as part of the 
ISRO-NASA joint mission 
on May 29. 

Pratap and Krishnan, 
both fighter pilots with the 
Indian Air Force, were at 
the three-day Global Space 
Exploration Conference 
(GLEX) organised by the 
International Astronau-
tical Federation here last 
week.

Krishnan has rejoined 
the Indian Air Force af-
ter his astronaut training, 
while Pratap is pursuing 
his PhD and is on study 
leave.

"Their training will be-
gin again 12 months before 

the Gaganyaan mission," a 
senior ISRO official said.

From being fighter pilots 
in the Indian Air Force, to 
being the public face of 
the Gaganyaan project has 
been a completely new ex-
perience for the astronaut 
designates.

"Your life does become a 
little public. People know 
you. Yes, but after a cer-
tain amount of time, it 
just subsides and grows 
on you because you start 
doing this on a regular ba-
sis and it's like a normal 
activity," Pratap told PTI 
here.

"There are a lot of things 

that I learn from those in-
teractions. I get to know 
about the dreams of a lot of 
people. I get a lot of inspi-
ration from a lot of other 
people," he said.

India's first human 
spaceflight - Gaganyaan - 
is expected to be launched 
early 2027 with ISRO plan-
ning to send two astro-
nauts in low earth orbit in 
a spacecraft for a few days 
and bring them back to 
earth safely. 

The transition from be-
ing a test pilot to being an 
astronaut-designate was 
"challenging and exciting" 
for Pratap.

From fighter pilots to face of Gaganyan: Astronaut 
designates for India’s maiden human spaceflight


