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EIGHT YEARS ON, PANJIM MARKET
FIRE HYDRANTS STILL DEFUNCT

Fire dept says fire hydrants were found non-functional during the last system test conducted in
2017; CCP declines to comment until an official report on the equipment’s status is received

AJIT JOHN

ajit@herald-goa.com

PANJIM: In a shocking rev-
elation it has come to light,
the fire hydrants installed
in the Panjim market have
been rendered non-func-
tional for nearly eight
years.

According to a senior
fire brigade official, the
fire hydrants in the city
market were found to be
non-functional during the
last system test conducted
in2017.

Acknowledging the situ-
ation, a senior Corporation
of the City of Panaji (CCP)
official declined to com-
ment until an official report
on the equipment's status
was received. He also did
not specify when the report
would be available.

Expressing serious con-
cerns about the equip-
ment’s reliability, Raju
Damaskar, president of the
market shop owners as-
sociation, said the safety
equipment has never been
tested or used since its in-
stallation. “We don’t know
if it even works. The munic-
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ipality is responsible for its
maintenance, but they hav-
en't checked on it,” he stat-
ed. Damaskar highlighted
the risks posed by the mar-
ket’s dense footfall and fre-
quent power outages.

“In the event of a fire, we
would have no option, but
to rely entirely on the fire
brigade. In the old market,

The fire hydrant station in an utter state

of neglect

there were two major fires
reported around 10 years
ago that completely gutted
the premises. Safety checks
should be conducted every
two to three months,” he
said. He also noted that any
safety concerns or recom-
mendations are formally
communicated to the gov-
ernment.

The
home to around 500 shops
offering everything from
daily essentials to seafood,
fruits, vegetables, mobile
phones, and festival dec-

Panjim  market,

orations, has become a
bustling commercial hub.
Originally established dur-
ing Portuguese rule, the
market was redeveloped in

SAFETY EQUIPMENT NOT USED SINCE ITS
INSTALLATION: SHOP OWNER

The safety equipment has never been tested or
used since its installation. “We don't know if it

even works. The municipality is responsible for its
maintenance, but they haven't checked on it. In the
event of a fire, we would have no option, but to rely
entirely on the fire brigade. In the old market, there
were two major fires reported around 10 years ago
that completely gutted the premises. Safety checks
should be conducted every two to three months

— Raju Damaskar, president of the market shop

owners association

MAINTAINING FIRE SAFETY SYSTEMS IS
CCP’S RESPONSIBILITY: FIRE OFFICIAL

“ The fire hydrants in the city market were
found to be non-functional during the last
system test conducted in 2017. Maintaining the fire
safety systems is the responsibility of CCP. | am
currently unaware of its present condition. I will

look into the matter

— A senior official from the Panjim Fire services

two phases between 2002
and 2003, with support
from the late Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Parrikar, fol-
lowing a request from the
shopkeepers association.

A senior official from the
Panjim Fire Department

confirmed that maintain-
ing the fire safety systems
is the responsibility of the
municipality. “ am current-

ly unaware of its present |

condition,” the official ad-
mitted but assured that he
would look into the matter.

Oppn slams nuke power plant push

Says Goa must not become a “lab for BJP's dangerous experiments”

Team Herald

PANJIM: Voicing their
strong opposition to the
Centre’s suggestion of es-
tablishing a nuclear pow-
er plant in the State, the
Opposition parties in the
State stated that Goa must
not become a “laboratory
for BJP’s dangerous exper-
iments”.

Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee (GPCC) presi-
dent Amit Patkar sharply
criticised Union Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar’s
proposal, accusing the BJP
government of damaging
Goa'’s hills, forests, agricul-
ture, and rivers. He warned
that introducing a nuclear
project would further en-
danger the State and vowed
to resist it completely, de-
claring that Goa’s land, live-
lihoods, and environment
are “non-negotiable”.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) also rejected the
idea. Party State president
Adv Amit Palekar ques-
tioned the need for a nucle-
ar facility in Goa when the

GOVT'S POLICIES HARMING GOA'S

NATURAL RESOURCES: OPPN

= The Opposition
stated that the BJP govt's

policies are harming Goa's

natural resources and a
nuclear project would
worsen this

= Emphasised the “non-
negotiable’ value of Goa's
land, livelihoods, and
environment

= Questioned the need
for such a facility given
the existing Kaiga plant in

Karnataka

= Stressed the impor-
tance of govt consul-
tation with elected
officials and the public
before considering the

= Highlighted the risks
of such infra, especially
in a tourism-dependent
State, noting the lack
of adequate disaster
management plans

Kaiga plant in neighbouring
Karnataka already exists.
He alleged that the Centre
and state government are
systematically  depleting
Goa’s natural resources and
warned that AAP would
oppose any such project
“tooth and nail”

Goa  Forward Party
(GFP) president and MLA
Vijai Sardesai demand-
ed that the government
should take elected repre-

Helmetless riding, drunk
driving causes of fatal

Team Herald

PANJIM: Director General
of Police (DGP) Alok Ku-
mar said on Tuesday that
the primary causes of fatal
road accidents in Goa are
riding without a helmet
and drunk driving.
Speaking with reporters
at an event in Altinho, he
explained, “Not wearing a
helmet and drunk driving
are the two major factors
contributing to fatal acci-
dents in Goa. Addressing
these two issues and fos-
tering a change in public
behaviour will significant-
ly improve road safety.”
Highlighting that the
State witnesses at least
300 fatal road accidents
annually, the DGP stressed
the need to introduce traf-
fic education in schools.
He elaborated, “If indi-

accidents in Goa: DGP
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‘ Not wearing a

helmet and drunk
driving are the two major
factors contributing to
fatal accidents in Goa.
Addressing these two
issues and fostering a
change in public
behaviour will :
significantly improve road :
safety §
- Alok Kumar, Director
General of Police

viduals take to the road :
without  understanding :
traffic rules, the impact of :
further education is limit- :
ed. Habits are difficult to :
break, which is why it’s :
crucial to educate children :
early about being respon- :
sible road users.” :

“Instilling traffic aware- :
ness in schools is essen- :
tial,” he concluded. :

sentatives and people into
confidence before setting
up a nuclear power plant.
Since Goa is a tourism hub,
the nuclear power project
becomes a high-risk infra-
structure and therefore the
Disaster Management plan
has to be a full-proof. In the
State, both on-site and off-
site disaster management
plans had failed.

Pointing to nuclear mis-
haps reported across the

world, Sardesai said that
the State government had
no vision and had not ap-
plied its mind. Though
there are advantages of nu-
clear power, its disadvan-
tages are more precarious
and could affect the public
health and environment.
He also recalled that in the
past the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) had opposed
the India-US nuclear deal.
Political commentator
Trajano D’'Mello said, “The
idea floated by the Union
Power Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar of having a nu-
clear plant is a disastrous
idea that can destroy the
State. The BJP should stop
toying with the idea and
making Goa a laboratory of
nuclear experiment having
failed in its laboratory of
communal divide. Goa is
too small a State that could
be in for radiation or any
leakage which could spell
a drastic effect on human
and animal health and de-
stroy the environment. [
strongly oppose any such
move and will take neces-

sary steps to thwart such
evil designs.”

South Goa MP Capt Viri-
ato Fernandes said, “It is
ill-thought of and an absurd
statement. Goa is a small
State. We are only depend-
ent on tourism. Other things
have failed because of the
inefficiency. Now the Union
Minister is trying to destroy
this also by talking of having
a nuclear plant here. Is he
aware that there is a nucle-
ar power plant at Karwar?
These are very critical state-
ments concerning the secu-
rity and energy needs of our
country. Does this statement
have the endorsement of
the scientific advisor to the
Prime Minister or scientific
community of the country?
There is a severe deficiency
of talent in ministers.”

The opposition par-
ties underscored Goa’s
eco-sensitive status and
raised serious concerns
over potential environ-
mental and safety risks,
promising determined re-
sistance to any move to ad-
vance the proposal.

IMD extends
weather
warning till May
16, forecasts
thunderstorms

Team Herald

PANJIM: The India Me-

teorological Department
(IMD) Goa on Tuesday :

extended weather warn-
ing till May 16, 2025, fore-
casting  thunderstorms
with winds gusting to 30-
40 km/h in isolated plac-
es of the State.
“Thunderstorm accom-

panied with winds gusting :
to 40-50 kmph is likely at :
isolated places over North
and South Goa districtsand

light to moderate rainfall is
likely in the evening hours

over North and South Goa
districts of the State on :

May 14, 15 and 16, 2025,
the IMD said.

Earlier, the IMD had is-
sued weather warning till
May 14.

It may be recalled that
IMD had said that very :
light to moderate rainfall :

occurred at a few places

over Goa during the last
34 hours ending at 7 pm of :

May 13.

Two arrested for

Team Herald

i PONDA: Forest officials ar-
: rested two individuals for
i the illegal felling and smug-
i gling of teak wood logs in
: Mollem.

The arrested individuals,

¢ who have been arrested by
: Range Forest Officer (RFO)
: Anil
i team, have been identified
i as Raghu Naik, 26, from Cun-
¢ coliem, and Dilip Talwar, 42,
¢ from Kirlapal.

Fernandes and his

The operation followed

{ the cutting down of two

felling, smuggling of
~ teak at Mollem

e

NTOSH NAIK

mation released by the For-
est Department, a person
named Umesh from Valan-
dav, Dharbandora had per-
mitted the trees to be cut on
his property for a sum of Rs
25,000.

Acting on intelligence, the
Forest Department person-
nel maintained a close watch
on the area. Raghu and Dilip
were taken into custody by
RFO and his staff upon their
arrival at the location.

Forest officials stated that
Umesh will be taken into
custody tomorrow, and fur-

i large teak trees, which were
: into 13
. pieces. According to infor-

: then process

ed

ther legal action will be pur-
sued in accordance with the
prevailing forest laws.

Specialist in Diabetes / Thyroid / Obesity / PCOD / Calcium Disorders / BP

Affiliated to Jaslok, Breach Candy, Prince aly Khan, Wockhardth, Saifee Hospitals in Mumbai

Available for Consultation on 16th May, 2025 (10.00am to 6.30pm)
Daffodils Muti-Speciality Hospital

Opposite Tilak Maidan, Vasco-da-Gama, Goa

Available for Consultation on 17th May, 2025 (10.00am to 6.30pm)

Next to Bal Bhavan, Opp. Parade Grounds,
Campal, Panaji, Goa. Ph.: 7841879423

Available for Consultation on 18th May, 2025 (10.00am to 6.30pm)

Near Holy Spirit Church, on the road to Monte Hill Chapel,
Margao, Goa. Ph.: 7841879423

Consultation strictly by appointment

WELCOME TO GOA

Superspecialist from Mumbai

Dr. SAHIL

N. FULARA
CONSULTANT ENDOCRINOLOGIST
RCP (ENDO) (UK), M.D. (BOM),

D DIAB (UK), FACE (USA)

Ph.: 7841879423

Courses.

Central Hindi Directorate
ADMISSION NOTICE: 2025-26
LEARN HINDI THROUGH CORRESPONDENCE
Applications are invited for Registration in Hindi Correspondence

Fee: Online digital mode / IPO/ Bank Draft only.

ah
JHT TGT

Ministry of Education

Course

Fee

in Indian Currency | in Foreign Currency

Certificate/Diploma

Rs. 50/- $ 50 or equivalent

Advance Diploma

Rs. 200/- $ 200 or equivalent

Directorat:

® The fee is payable in favour of Director, Central Hindi

e.

® Application Process : Please log on to the website
www.chd.education.gov.in for the detailed

prospectu

S.

® For queries or more information, please e-mail:
ccchdadmission@gmail.com
e Lastdate of application-31/07/25.
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Best-in-class

Boot space
of 446 L

=

6-way electrically adjustable seats
for driver and co-driver

on your drea
Neither do we.

The all-new Skoda Kylag. Own Your Dream.

R17 Dual tone
alloy wheels

®

Safest car in its segment”

@@*****

BNCAP Score: Adult - 30.88 | Child - 45.00

Powerful, efficient and
reliable 1.0 TSI engine

Complimentary

SuperCare Package

|

Standard Warranty™
Roadside Assistance

0

across India

280+ touchpoints ‘

Toll-free 1800 2700 260
www.skoda-auto.co.in

Sales: Goa: (Taleigao) Emporium Automobile: 75740 44499; (Margao) Emporium Automobile: 75740 44499
Service: Goa: Emporium Automobile: 0832-2979733 /34

T&C apply. Sub-4 metre ICE vehicles, as per the BNCAP Rating. “The Skoda Kylag comes with a standard warranty of 3 years or 100,000 km, whichever comes first. Skoda reserves the right to alter the details of specifications and service offerings without any prior notice. Images are for representation purposes only.

Actual colour, features and specifications may vary. Above car picture is created with the help of computer graphics solely for the purpose of advertising. All disputes are subject to Mumbai court's jurisdiction only.




