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BOUND BY DUTY

Visitors at the Ridge amid rainfall, in Shimla
on Saturday
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3 killed, over 20 injured in collision  
between bus, truck in Bihar
JEHANABAD: At least three people, including a 14-year-
old  boy, were killed, and more than 20 others were 
injured on Saturday after a bus with passengers on board 
collided head-on with a truck in Bihar's Jehanabad 
district, police said on Saturday.The accident occurred 
on the National Highway 22 near Lodipur bypass when 
the collision took place between the bus and the 
commercial vehicle, a senior official said. The deceased 
have been identified as Prince Kumar (14), Ayodhya Ram 
and Chintamani, and all victims were returning from a 
marriage ceremony when the accident occurred, he said. 
Karauna Police Station Sub-Inspector Rajeev Ranjan said, 

22 people injured after bus rams into 
roadside tree in Jharkhand's Chatra
CHATRA (JHARKHAND):  At least 22 people were injured 
after a passenger bus hit a roadside tree in Jharkhand's 
Chatra district on Saturday, police said.The incident 
occurred near Gandharia village under the jurisdiction of 
the Sadar police station around 10 am when the bus with 
passengers on board was on its way to Telaiya in Koderma 
district from Chatra, he said.The officer-in-charge of 
Sadar police station, Bipin Kumar, said that there were no 
reports of any casualties."All the 22 injured people were 
admitted to the Sadar hospital in Chatra. Their condition 
was stated to be stable," he said. 

Kolkata Police STF recovers arms 
from car, arrests 4
KOLKATA: The Special Task Force (STF) of the Kolkata 
Police arrested four people and seized arms and 
ammunition from their possession after intercepting their 
car near Kolkata on early Saturday, an officer said.
Acting on inputs about the movement of possible arms 
smugglers in Narayanpur, the sleuths laid a trap and 
nabbed the four when they were passing by the area, 
he said."Preliminary investigations reveal that they were 
coming from Bihar. We have seized one 7 mm pistol, two 
pipe guns and 12 7.65mm bullets and two 8mm bullets. All 
these items were made in Munger," the STF officer said.The 
smugglers were scheduled to reach a house at Beraberi 
village of Narayanpur in New Town, he said."

Heatwave in south Bengal, heavy rain and 
thunderstorm in north: IMD
KOLKATA: Some southern districts of West Bengal are 
likely to experience heatwave conditions while heavy 
rainfall and thunderstorms may occur in the northern 
districts of Bengal from Saturday, the IMD said in its 
forecast.Day temperatures are expected to be above 
normal by three to five notches over south Bengal, it said.
Heatwave conditions, with maximum temperature 
being above 40 degrees Celsius and above normal by 
five notches, are likely over West Bardhaman, Purulia, 
Bankura, Jhargram and West Midnapore districts, the 
Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) said.Hot and 
humid weather conditions are likely to occur over other 
districts in south Bengal, it said in its forecast till May 14.

Man wanted in multiple robbery
cases arrested in Delhi
NEW DELHI:  Delhi Police have arrested a 27-year-old man 
wanted in multiple robbery cases, officials said Saturday. 
The accused, identified as Yusuf, had been on the run 
since February 14 after he and his associates allegedly 
robbed a man of Rs 3,000 at gunpoint using a stolen 
vehicle in north Delhi's Timar Pur area, police said. "His 
criminal history revealed involvement in multiple serious 
offences across Ghaziabad, Hapur and Noida. He had 
previously suffered a bullet injury on his leg when Hapur 
Police were trying to arrest him. He, however, managed to 
escape," a police officer said. He was apprehended from 
Uttar Pradesh's Gautam Budh Nagar district.

After 17 years, Delhi Police arrests 
murder-rape accused from moving train
NEW DELHI:  A murder and rape accused, absconding 
for 17 years, was apprehended from a moving train 
in Maharashtra and brought to Delhi, police said on 
Saturday. The accused was identified as Md Alam (43). 
He was wanted in a 2008 murder case in Bihar where he 
along with his five associates stabbed a man to death, 
police said. A murder case was registered against Alam 
on October 30, 2008, but he managed to evade arrest, 
a senior police officer said. In 2021, Alam's daughter 
accused him of raping her and filed a complaint against 
him in Delhi's Laxmi Nagar.  However, he jumped interim 
bail granted on February 28, 2023.

Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) personnel check 
a train during high alert 
in view of the India-
Pakistan conflict, 
in Prayagraj

Mehbooba Mufti, 
former Chief Minister 
and President of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
People's Democratic 
Party addresses a press 
conference in Srinagar

Namami Gange Ganga 
Vichar Manch members 
pose with a rangoli on 
‘Operation Sindoor’ amid 
the India-Pakistan conflict 
in Varanasi

Fishermen pass by 
anchored boats at 
Kasimedu fishing harbour, 
amid the 61-day-long 
annual fishing ban along 
the coast of Tamil Nadu

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The gov-
ernment decided on Sat-
urday that India will treat 
any future act of terror on 
its soil as an "act of war" 
and respond accordingly, 
top official sources said 
in a warning to Pakistan 
that came ahead of the an-
nouncement of an under-
standing between the two 
countries to end the mili-
tary action which started 
after the terrorist attack in 
Pahalgam.

With this decision, the 
government headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has sought to draw 
a red line against terror 
incidents and makes clear 
that it will follow a similar 
military response as it has 
after the Pahalgam incident 
if terrorists linked to Paki-
stan target India again.

The government's deci-
sion formalises India's firm 
response to any future act 

of terror.
A top government source 

said, "Any future act of ter-
ror in India will be consid-
ered an act of war against 
the country and will be re-
sponded to accordingly."

An "act of war" under 
international law refers to 

a country's hostile action 
against another, giving the 
aggrieved nation a legiti-
mate ground to target the 
aggressor.

Soon after the assertion, 
India announced that the 
directors general of mili-
tary operations (DGMO) 

of India and Pakistan have 
agreed to stop all firings 
and military action on land, 
air and sea with effect from 
5 pm on Saturday.

The DGMO of Pakistan 
called the DGMO of India 
at 3.35 pm earlier this af-
ternoon, Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri said. The brief 
announcement by the for-
eign secretary came shortly 
after US President Donald 
Trump said India and Paki-
stan have agreed to a "full 
and immediate" ceasefire af-
ter talks mediated by the US.

Modi has chaired a num-
ber of high-level meetings, 
including with the security 
establishment, since the 
hostilities broke out be-
tween the two countries.

Pakistan has since then 
attempted to attack a num-
ber of military installations 
and civilian population 
along India's northern and 
western borders. 

Future terror attacks treated as 
’acts of war’: Govt sources

A woman carrying her child on her back, works on coal chunks, seen on the eve of Mother's 
Day, in Nadia, West Bengal

Security personnel stand guard on a road towards the airport, 
in light of the ongoing military conflict between India and 
Pakistan, in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir

PTI, GURDASPUR/
PHAGWARA: A massive 
crater was formed in an 
agricultural field on Sat-
urday following an "ex-
plosion" in village Rajube-
la Chhichhran in Punjab's 
Gurdaspur district, amid 
security forces thwart-
ing attacks by Pakistani 
drones, long-range weap-
ons and other munitions 
along the Western front.

  In a similar incident, 
an unidentified object fell 
in a field between Khaly-
an and Sahni villages in 
Phagwara district early 

Massive crater formed 
after explosion in field 
in Punjab’s Gurdaspur

Police personnel and others stand near a crater formed in an 
agricultural field following an explosion at village Rajubela 
Chhichhran, in Punjab

Saturday, leaving a crater.
No one was injured in the 

incidents.
Debris of unidentified 

projectiles was found in 
Beas in Amritsar, Jalandhar, 
Pathankot and Dubli village 
in Tarn Taran districts.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  In-
dia's approach has always 
been measured and re-
sponsible and remains so, 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar said on Saturday 
after talking to US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio.

The phone conversation 
between Jaishankar and 
Rubio came as Indian and 
Pakistani militaries target-
ed each other's installa-
tions, escalating the already 
serious confrontations.

The US State Depart-
ment said Rubio empha-
sised that both sides need 
to identify methods to 
de-escalate and re-estab-
lish direct communication 
to avoid miscalculation.

India’s approach 
is measured, 

responsible: EAM

PTI, CHENNAI: A school 
in Tamil Nadu's Pollachi 
fondly recalls its cherished 
moments with new head 
of Catholic church, Pope 
Leo XIV, when he visited 
its campus while serving 
as the Prior General, in 
2006.

When news of Pope 
Leo XIV's election broke, 
Shenbagam Matriculation 
Higher Secondary School 
in Pollachi, Coimbatore 
district, erupted in cele-
bration.

Father Wilson Injerap-
pu, Order of Saint Augus-
tine (OSA), regional Vicar 
of the Augustinian Order 
in India, recollected the 
momories of present 
Pope's visit to the school, 
saying that he travelled 
from Kochi to Pollachi in 
a car. He is a very kind 
and humble person, he 
added.

“Father Robert Francis 

Prevost (then), who has 
now chosen the name Leo 
XIV after being elected as 
Pope, had encouraged the 
students in the school,” Fa-
ther Injerappu said.

The school correspond-
ent Father Binu Yesudasan 
said they felt very proud 
that Father Prevost had 

visited the school and 
blessed them.

 The first US-born pon-
tiff, Pope Leo XIV had on 
May 9 said that his elec-
tion was both a cross to 
bear and a blessing as he 
celebrated his first Mass 
as the head of the Catholic 
Church.

TN school recalls its cherished 
moments with Pope Leo XIV 

during his visit

Pope Leo XIV, then Father Robert Francis Prevost, stands 
at the school gate of Shenbagam Matriculation Higher 
Secondary School in Pollachi, Tamil Nadu, during his visit in 
October 2006 

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Saturday said it 
has seized Rs 6.3 crore in 
cash during fresh search-
es conducted against 
"angadias" and "hawa-
la" operators in Mumbai 
and Surat in connection 
with the Torres Jewellery 
money-laundering case.

The federal probe 
agency said in a state-
ment that the raids were 
carried out at four prem-
ises by its Mumbai zonal 
office on Friday.

The action pertains to 
the money-laundering 
case against Platinum 

Hern Private Limited that 
operated under the brand 
name Torres Jewellery 
and is alleged to have 
cheated its customers 
after collecting a "huge" 
amount of cash from 
them in lieu of the sale of 
Moissanite diamonds and 
other jewellery.

The ED case stems 
from a police FIR filed in 
Navi Mumbai.

"Instead of using the 
said cash for its legitimate 
business purposes, it has 
been routed through ha-
wala operators and later, 
converted into USDT cryp-
tocurrency," the ED said.

Torres Jewellery case: 
ED seizes Rs 6.3 Cr cash 
from ‘hawala’ operators

PTI, NEW DELHI: Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu has 
nominated Supreme Court 
judge Surya Kant as the 
executive chairman of the 
National Legal Services Au-
thority (NALSA).

"As executive chairman, 
Justice Surya Kant will lead 
NALSA's mission to provide 
accessible and free legal 
aid to all citizens, particu-
larly those from margin-
alized and economically 
weaker sections of society 
pan-India," NALSA said in a 
press release.

It said the nomination 
was made by the President 
and a notification was pub-

lished by the Ministry of 
Law and Justice on May 9. 
The nomination will come 
into effect from May 14.

"Justice B R Gavai, judge, 
Supreme Court of India, 
was the previous execu-
tive chairman of NALSA. 
As per convention, the post 
is occupied by the second 
senior-most judge of the 
Supreme Court of India," it 
said.

Justice Gavai is set to be 
sworn in as the 52nd CJI on 
May 14.

Justice Surya Kant is cur-
rently the chairman of the 
Supreme Court Legal Ser-
vices Committee.

Prez nominates SC judge 
Surya Kant as executive 

chairman of NALSA


