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PANJIM: The Archaeolog-
ical Survey of India (ASI), 
Old Goa Sub-Circle, has 
directed the Goa Arch-
bishop's House, Altinho, 
to immediately remove 
structures built within 
the protected area of the 
Centrally Protected Mon-
ument: Basilica of Bom Je-
sus, Old Goa.

In its notice dated May 
8, 2025, the ASI stated: “It 
is observed by the under-
signed that the encroach-
ment; construction in lat-
erite stone which is within 
protected area from the 
Centrally Protected Mon-
ument: Basilica of Bom 
Jesus, Old Goa. The said 
monument and its prem-
ises are nationally impor-
tance and duly protected 

under the AMASR Act 
1958 and 1959.”

The notice cites Sec-
tions 19(1) and 19(2) of 
the Ancient Monuments 

and Archaeological Sites 
and Remains Act, 1958, 
which state that no per-
son, including the owner 
or occupier of a protected 

area, shall construct any 
building within the pro-
tected area, or carry out 
mining, quarrying, excava-
tion, blasting, or any simi-

lar operation in such area, 
or utilise the area in any 
other manner without the 
permission of the Central 
Government.

The Act also empowers 
the Central Government 
to issue an order directing 
that any building construct-
ed in contravention of these 
provisions be removed 
within a specified period. If 
the person fails to comply, 

the Collector may arrange 
for the removal and the 
person will be liable to bear 
the cost.

Copies of the notice have 
also been forwarded to the 
Superintending Archaeol-
ogist, Archaeological Sur-
vey of India, Goa Circle, 
Old Goa, and the Rector of 
the Basilica of Bom Jesus, 
St Francis Xavier Shrine, 
Old Goa.
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VASCO: Bhim Kumar Ya-
dav, a passenger who was 
seriously injured in Thurs-
day's minibus accident 
succumbed to his injuries 
on Friday, taking the death 
toll two.

On Thursday the bus con-
ductor had died when the 
minibus overloaded with 
passengers overturned at 
Queeny Nagar junction, 
near Velsao.

Yadav (23) succumbed 
to his severe injuries at the 
Goa Medical College and 
Hospital (GMC), Bambolim.

Five passengers are still 
undergoing treatment at 
the GMC and Hospital, 
Bambolim, according to the 

police, who are conducting 
investigations.

Meanwhile, the Verna 
police arrested the driv-
er of the ill-fated minibus 
that overturned at Upasna-
gar-Sancoale.

The police gave the 
name of the driver as Ak-
bar Goji of Fakir Galli, Vas-
co. He had filed from the 
spot without rendering 
help to injured and also 
did not inform the police.

Police stated that Akbar 
was allegedly under the 
influence of alcohol and 
driving rashly and reck-
lessly at the time of the 
accident.

Police further stated that 
the minibus was overload-
ed with passengers stand-

ing between the seats and 
aisle and some were also 
seated in the driver’s cabin 
when it is not permitted.

Akbar Goji has been re-
manded in three days po-
lice custody.

A case has been regis-
tered against Akbar under 
Sections 281, 105, 125(a) 
and 125(b) of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, 
and under Sections 134-
A, 134-B, 185, 125, and 
192(A) of the Motor Vehi-
cles Act.

PSI Carey Fernandes is 
conducting investigations 
under the guidance of 
Verna PI Anand Shirodkar 
and overall guidance of 
Mormugao DySP Gurudas 
Kadam.

Death toll in Velsao 
bus mishap rises to 2 Team Herald

PANJIM: The India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD) Goa on Friday fore-
cast thunderstorms ac-
companied by gusty winds 
over parts of the state on 
May 10.

According to the IMD, 
isolated places in both 
North and South Goa dis-
tricts are very likely to 
experience thunderstorms 
with wind speeds reaching 
30–40 kmph. In addition, 
light to moderate rainfall 
is expected at a few loca-
tions across the state dur-
ing the evening hours.

“Thunderstorms accom-
panied with winds gust-
ing to 30–40 kmph is very 
likely at isolated places 
over North and South Goa 

Thunderstorms and rain forecast 
for State on May 10, says IMD

districts. Light to moderate 
rainfall very likely at a few 
places in the evening hours 
over North Goa and South 
Goa districts of the state," 
the IMD stated in its bulletin.

The department has also 

indicated that the maximum 
and minimum temperatures 
in the state are expected to re-
main around 35°C and 27°C 
respectively until May 15.

In the capital city, Panjim 
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 35.5°C and a 
minimum of 27.1°C during 
the 24-hour period ending 
at 6 pm, on May 9.
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ASI orders removal of encroachment 
near Basilica of Bom Jesus

Structures built within protected area. These structures were built in November 2024, ahead of 
decennial Exposition

The notice cites Sections 19(1) and 19(2) of the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Re-
mains Act, 1958, which state that no person, includ-
ing the owner or occupier of a protected area, shall 
construct any building within the protected area, or 
carry out mining, quarrying, excavation, blasting, or 
any similar operation in such area, or utilise the area 

in any other manner without the permission of  
the Central Government
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PONDA: A resident of Tam-
badisurl, Sakorda, had a 
terrifying encounter on 
Tuesday night when a leop-
ard entered his house while 
chasing a cat, offering what 
he described as a “thrilling 
and terrifying” experience.

The incident occurred at 
around 8.45 pm at the road-
side home of Santosh Chari. 
Fortunately, both Chari and 
his pet cat escaped the at-
tack unscathed.

Chari was seated on a 
chair and busy typing on 
his mobile phone when the 
leopard suddenly entered 
through the main entrance, 
pursuing one of his four 
to five pet cats. The alert 
cat quickly dashed under 
the chair where Chari was 
seated, narrowly avoiding 

the predator.
As the leopard failed in 

its first attempt to catch the 
cat, it advanced further into 
the house, seemingly pre-
paring for a second strike. 
In a moment of quick think-
ing, Chari hurled a chair at 
the animal, successfully 
driving it out. The leopard 
fled through the side bush-
es, retreating into the wild.

 “I had a terrifying expe-
rience when the leopard 
entered the house in an 
attempt to prey on my cat,” 
Chari recounted.

This is the first such in-
cident reported in the area. 
The increasing movement 
of wildlife into human hab-
itats has sparked concern 
among villagers, with the 
episode leaving a lingering 
sense of fear despite no in-
juries being reported.

Leopard storms home 
in Sakorda, chased 

out by resident
Increasing wild animal 

sightings spark concern
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