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PTI, NEW DELHI: Observ-
ing Indian high courts have 
more than 7 lakh criminal 
appeals pending, the Su-
preme Court on Thursday 
asked the Centre to expe-
ditiously clear names for 
judges' appointments to 
mitigate issues of vacan-
cies and pendency.

A bench of Justices Ab-
hay S Oka and Ujjal Bhuy-
an said the Allahabad High 
Court with 2.7 lakh cases 
pending criminal appeals 
had a sanctioned strength 
of 160 judges but was only 
functioning with 79 judges 
at present.

"This is one aspect 
where the central gov-
ernment needs to act and 
ensure that recommenda-
tions of the collegium are 
cleared expeditiously. We 
hope and trust that the 
pending proposals will be 
cleared by the central gov-
ernment at the earliest," 

the bench said.
Similarly, the Bombay 

High Court with a sanc-
tioned strength 94, was 
functioning with only 66 
judges, it added.

The Calcutta High Court, it 
noted, was functioning with 
44 judges opposed to the to-
tal strength of 72 judges.

The bench observed the 
Delhi High Court currently 
had 41 judges against the 
prescribed 60 judges.

"It has a huge pendency 
of criminal appeals. Hence 
this is an issue which will 
have to be handled at a dif-
ferent level," it added.

The apex court said two 
days ago, recommenda-
tion of the Supreme Court 

collegium for appointment 
of high court judges was 
made public on the top 
court website.

"Four recommendations 
of 2023 and 13 recommen-
dations made in 2024 are 
pending with the Centre. 
The most recent recom-
mendations made on Sep-
tember 24, 2024 are also 
pending," it said.

The top court was hear-
ing a suo motu petition 
relating to delays marring 
bail processes and expedi-
tious release of undertrials 
granted bail.

The court passed the 
directions after examining 
suggestions from senior 
advocate and amicus curi-

ae Liz Mathew.
The apex court noted 

as on March 22, the total 
number of criminal ap-
peals was 7,24,192. 

"Madhya Pradesh has 
pendency of 1,15,382 cas-
es. Even in smaller states, 
pendency is high. Patna 
High Court has pendency 
of 44,664; Punjab & Har-
yana High Court has 79, 
326 and Rajasthan has 
pendency of over 56,000 
pending cases. Bombay 
has pendency of 28,257. 
Chattisgarh more than 
18,000 cases. Therefore, 
this a huge problem faced 
by all HCs," it said.

Aside from the sugges-
tions on mitigating the 
pendency, the admin-
istrative side of the CJI 
prepared and approved 
a model action plan for 
reduction of arrears 
which was shared with all  
high courts.

SC flags vacancies 
in high courts

Prods Centre to clear names for judges’ appointment
This is one aspect where the central government 
needs to act and ensure that recommendations of 

the collegium are cleared expeditiously. We hope and 
trust that the pending proposals will be cleared by the 
central government at the earliest
— Supreme Court

PTI, MUMBAI: Passengers 
flying in and out of the 
Mumbai International Air-
port will have to shell out 
up to Rs 695 as a user de-
velopment fee from May 16 
following the airport tariff 
regulator AERA allowing 
the airport operator to re-
vise the fee.

Earlier, a charge of Rs 
120 per departing domes-
tic passenger was levied till 
August 2024 in the form of 
development fees while in-
ternational passengers pay 

Rs 187 as UDF.
As per the new tariff 

order, which will be appli-
cable for the fourth traffic 
control period (FY 2024-
2029), each embarking do-
mestic passenger will pay 
Rs 175 as UDF and Rs 75 
for disembarking while an 
embarking international 
business class passenger 
will have to shell out Rs 
695 as against Rs 615 by 
the international embark-
ing economy class passen-
ger, as per AERA.

Each disembarking in-
ternational business and 
economy class passenger 
will have to pay Rs 304 
and Rs 260, respectively.

The Airport Econom-
ic Regulatory Authority 
(AERA) has the mandate 
to determine all tariffs 
for major airports in the 
country.

AERA said it has de-
cided to set the UDF for 
domestic passengers at 
the rate of Rs 175 per 
departing domestic pas-
senger, which will re-
main constant through-
out the Fourth Control 
Period, adding the UDF 
has been set nominally 
at Rs 175 for domes-
tic air passengers who 
comprise 75 per cent of 
the total passenger air 
traffic at CSMI Airport, 
"underscoring the com-
mitment to protect pas-
senger interests, ensure 
affordability, and foster 
growth in the domestic 
aviation sector."

Air travel for Int’l passengers to 
get costlier at Mumbai airport

Each disembarking Int’l business and economy class 
passenger will have to pay Rs 304 and Rs 260, respectively

Fire breaks out 
in Delhi factory, 

1 dead
PTI, NEW DELHI: A 
35-year-old man was 
killed in a fire that broke 
out at a factory in the 
Okhla Industrial Area of 
Delhi on Thursday morn-
ing, an officer said. Police 
had earlier said that the 
fire had broken out in a 
courier company. How-
ever, the investigation 
revealed that it was a dye 
manufacturing company.

Police said a call re-
garding the fire breaking 
out at a building, where 
hair dye was manufac-
tured, was received at 
11.38 am on Thursday. 

Abnesh was trapped 
inside the fire and suf-
fered 90% burn injuries 
and died, police said.

A case has been regis-
tered under sections 287 
(negligent conduct with 
respect to fire or com-
bustible matter), 289 
(negligent conduct with 
respect to machinery) 
and 106 (1) (causing 
death by negligence) of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita against the owner, 
Athar Aftab and a man-
ager, police said.


