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Praveen Sood takes 
charge as CBI Director, in 
New Delhi. The tenure of 
CBI Director Praveen Sood 
has been extended for a 
period of one year

A voter shows her finger 
marked with indelible ink 
after casting vote during 
the second phase of 
Panchayat elections,  
in Guwahati

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin 
interacts with his deputy 
Udayanithi Stalin during 
a programme to mark the 
DMK government's four 
years of rule, in Chennai

An artist captivates 
the audience with a 
traditional performance 
during the 'Patalamma 
Devi Utsav' held 
in Bengaluru
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PTI, BIJAPURL: Twen-
ty-two Naxalites were 
killed in an encounter with 
security forces on Wednes-
day in the forests of Chhat-
tisgarh's Bijapur district 
bordering Telangana dur-
ing Operation Sankalp, a 
massive counter-insurgen-
cy initiative, a senior police 
official said.

The gunfight broke out in 
the morning in the Karre-
gutta hills forest along the 
interstate border, he said.

"So far, bodies of 22 
Naxalites have been recov-
ered and a search operation 
was underway in the area", 
he said, adding that the 
identity of the slain cadres 
was yet to be established.

With the latest encoun-
ter, the toll of Naxalites 
gunned down under Opera-
tion Sankalp since April 21 

has climbed to 26.
Operation Sankalp, one of 

the biggest counter-insur-
gency actions launched in 
the Bastar region, involves 
around 24,000 security 
personnel from different 
units including District Re-
serve Guard (DRG), Bastar 
Fighters, Special Task Force 
(STF), all units of state po-
lice, Central reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) and its elite 
unit CoBRA.

The operation was 
launched based on inputs 
about the presence of sen-
ior cadres of battalion no. 
1, the strongest military 
formation of Maoists, Dan-
dakaranya Special Zonal 
Committee (DKSZC) and 
Telangana state committee 
of Maoists.

On April 24, three Naxal-
ite women, belonging to 

the PLGA battalion no.1 of 
Maoists carrying a reward 
of Rs 8 lakh each, were 
gunned down on the Kar-
regutta hills, leading to the 
recovery of a huge cache of 
weapons, explosives, and 
other material.

On May 5, a woman 
Naxalite was killed in a gun-
fight with security forces in 
the area.

The area surrounded by 
dense forests and lined by 
hills is believed to be the 
base of the Maoist battal-
ion no. 1, the police official 
said.

"The inputs suggest sev-
eral senior-level Maoist 
cadres have either been 
killed or seriously injured 
during this operation, but 
their colleagues managed 
to drag them inside the for-
est," he said.

The official said hun-
dreds of Naxal hideouts 
and bunkers have been de-
stroyed so far during the 
operation, and a huge cache 
of explosive material, deto-
nators, medicines, and oth-
er items was seized.

At least six security 
personnel, including an 
official of CoBRA unit, 
were injured in differ-
ent incidents of pressure 
IED blasts. All the injured 
jawans are out of danger 
and are being treated in 
various hospitals.

With the latest action, 
168 Naxalites have been 
gunned down in separate 
encounters in Chhattis-
garh so far this year. Of 
them, 151 were eliminat-
ed in the Bastar division, 
comprising seven districts, 
including Bijapur. 

Operation Sankalp: 22 Naxalites killed 
in Chhattisgarh encounter

PTI, PALGHAR:  Unsea-
sonal rains and thunder-
storm damaged more 
than 760 houses in coastal 
Palghar district of Mahar-
ashtra and also led to the 
death of an elderly man 
due to electrocution, offi-
cials said.

The downpour and 
gusty winds also left 
around 50 fishing boats 
were damaged, they said.

Heavy rains lashed parts 
of Maharashtra, including 
Mumbai and its adjoining 
Thane, Palghar and Raigad 
districts, on Tuesday night.

"Storm and heavy rains 
on Tuesday night severe-
ly impacted several talu-
kas in Palghar. As a result, 

as many as 767 houses 
suffered damages. Daha-
nu reported the highest 
number of cases of houses 
damage at 230, followed 
by Vikramgad and Wada 
with 92 each, Jawhar at 89, 
Mokhada at 87, Palghar at 
85, Talasari 63, and Vasai 
29," Vivekananda Kadam, 
chief of the disaster man-
agement cell of Palghar 

district, told Wednesday.
A 65-year-old man, 

identified as Moreshwar 
Lohar, died after he ac-
cidentally stepped on a 
live electricity cable that 
gotten snapped and fall-
en to the ground due to 
gusty winds. The incident 
occurred at Vedi village 
when he was out to graze 
the goats, he said. 

A pedestrian walks past drinking water containers kept along the roadside for shopkeepers, at a marketplace in the old 
quarters of Delhi

Unseasonal rains, thunderstorm leave over 
760 houses damaged, one dead

PTI, New Delhi: The Cabi-
net Committee on Econom-
ic Affairs on Wednesday ap-
proved the revised Scheme 
for Harnessing and Allocat-
ing Koyala Transparently 
in India (SHAKTI) for allo-
cation of coal to the power 
sector to help them meet 
long-term and short-term 
coal requirement.

The approval was given 
by the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 
chaired by the Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, in a move 
aimed at simplification of the 
linkage process.

The CCEA "has approved 
grant of fresh coal linkages 
to thermal power plants of 
central sector/state sector/
independent power produc-
ers (IPPs),"  the coal ministry 
said in a statement.

With the introduction of 
Revised SHAKTI (Scheme 
for Harnessing and Allocat-
ing Koyala Transparently in 
India) Policy, two windows 
---coal linkage to central 
gencos/states at notified 
price and coal linkage to all 
gencos at a premium above 
notified price -- have been 
proposed.

The ministry further 

said 'under coal at notified 
price' segment the existing 
mechanism for grant of 
coal linkage to central sec-
tor thermal power projects 
(TPPs) including joint ven-
tures (JVs) and their sub-
sidiary will continue.

Moreover, coal linkage 
earmarked to states may 
be utilized by states in its 
own genco, Independent 
Power Producers (IPPs) 
to be identified through 
Tariff-Based Competitive 
Bidding (TBCB) or existing 
IPPs having Power Pur-
chase Agreement (PPA) for 
setting up of a new expan-
sion unit under 'coal at no-
tified price' window.

Under the 'premium over 
notified price' segment, any 
domestic coal-based pow-
er producer having PPA or 
untied and also Imported 
coal-based power plants (if 
they so require) can secure 
coal on auction basis for a 
period up to 12 months or 
for the period of more than 
12 months up to 25 years.

The Central Sector Ther-
mal Power Projects (TPPs) 
shall continue to get coal 
linkage on nomination ba-
sis on the recommenda-

tion of Ministry of Power, 
whereas, the linkages ear-
marked to the States on 
nomination basis on the 
recommendation of Min-
istry of Power may be uti-
lized by the States in the 
State Generating Company, 
the statement added.

Allowing flexible linkage 
for new capacity addition 
with or without PPA with 
a tenure ranging from 12 
months to 25 years will en-
courage IPPs to plan new 
thermal capacities, which 
will help in achieving the 
future thermal capacity ad-
dition.

The revised policy, be-
sides supporting brown-
field expansion, will pro-
mote setting up of new 
thermal power projects pri-
marily at pithead sites i.e. 
nearer to the coal source.

The policy was amended 
in 2019 on the recommen-
dations of the Group of 
Ministers and was further 
amended in 2023. SHAK-
TI Policy has various pa-
ras for allocation of a coal 
linkage to the various cat-
egories of power plants, 
subject to meeting the eli-
gibility  criteria.

PTI, MUMBAI:  An Indi-
Go flight from Chandi-
garh made an emergency 
landing at the Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport following a 
“bomb threat”, police said 
on Wednesday. 

According to a police 
official, the threat call 
was received at the air-
port's hotline number on 
Tuesday.

“At 14.32 pm on Tues-
day, the ATC (air traf-
fic controller) declared 
full emergency for an 
incoming IndiGo flight 
(6E-6382) due to a bomb 
threat,” said a source from 
Mumbai airport. 

Bomb threat diverts 
Chandigarh-Mumbai flight

The flight landed safe-
ly at 14.57 pm, and was 
taken to the isolation bay 
for checks as per the se-
curity protocol, the source 
said without disclosing 
the number of people on 
board. There was nothing 
suspicious found in the 
flight, he said.

A thorough security ex-
ercise was conducted on 
the aircraft, but nothing 
suspicious was found, said 
the police official. 

Cabinet committee nod for 
coal allocation to power plant

PTI, NAGPUR: A 40-year-old 
passenger was arrested af-
ter two live cartridges were 
allegedly found in his bag be-
fore he could board a flight 
at Dr. Babasaheb Ambed-
kar International Airport in 
Nagpur, police said. 

CISF officials discov-
ered the cartridges in the 
shaving kit carried by Ir-
fan Khan Sardar Khan, a 
resident of Tajbagh area, 
during security screening 
before he could board an 
IndiGo flight to Mumbai on 
Tuesday, police said.

Khan claimed he 
brought the cartridges un-
knowingly from a friend's 
farmhouse in Ramtek city. 

Man arrested with 
two live cartridges 
at Nagpur airport
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