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AFP, LONDON: Britain 
on Tuesday struck a free 
trade agreement with In-
dia, its biggest such deal 
since leaving the European 
Union, after negotiations 
relaunched in February fol-
lowing US tariff threats.

Britain has sought to bol-
ster trade ties across the 
world since it left the EU at 
the start of the decade un-
der Brexit, a need that be-
came more pressing after 
the United States unleashed 
tariffs that risk causing 
weaker economic growth.

"Today we have agreed a 
landmark deal with India - 
one of the fastest-growing 
economies in the world, 
which will grow the econ-
omy and deliver for British 
people and business," UK 
Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er said in a statement. 

His Labour government 
said it is "the biggest and 

most economically signifi-
cant bilateral trade deal the 
UK has done since leaving 
the EU". 

India's Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi described 
the deal as "ambitious and 
mutually" beneficial.

The pact will help "cat-
alyse trade, investment, 
growth, job creation, and 
innovation in both our 
economies", Modi said in a 
post on social media plat-
form X.

His office said in a state-
ment that the deal will "un-
lock new potential for the 

two nations to jointly de-
velop products and servic-
es for global markets". 

It added that Modi had 
invited Starmer to visit In-
dia at an unspecified date.

- Whisky and shoes -
The accord will slash tar-

iffs on imports of UK goods 
into India, including whis-
ky, cosmetics and medical 
devices.

Whisky and gin tariffs 
will be halved to 75 per-
cent, while automotive 
tariffs will be slashed from 
more than 100 percent to 

10 percent. 
In exchange, the UK will 

cut tariffs on imports of 
clothes, footwear and food 
products, including frozen 
prawns, from India. 

The deal comes after US 
President Donald Trump 
hiked tariffs on trading 
partners and launched sec-
tor-specific levies on steel, 
aluminium and cars.

The UK and India are the 
sixth and fifth largest glob-
al economies respectively, 
with a trade relationship 
worth around £41 billion 
($54.8 billion) and invest-
ment supporting more than 
600,000 jobs across both 
countries.

The sides hope the free-
trade agreement will in-
crease trade between the 
two countries by £25.5 
billion, as well as boosting 
the British economy and 
wages.

UK, India strike free trade 
deal amid US tariff blitz

Today we have agreed a landmark 
deal with India one of the fastest-
growing economies in the world, 
which will grow the economy 
and deliver for British people and 
business
– Keir Starmer, UK prime minister

PTI, COLOMBO:  The Na-
tional People's Power 
(NPP) led by Sri Lankan 
President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake won the first 
official result declared by 
the Elections Commission 
in the local council election.

A total of 339 local coun-
cils on Tuesday went to 
the polls, which were post-
poned in 2023 following 
the island's economic crisis. 
The counting of votes com-
menced soon after voting 
ended at 4 pm. The voter 
turnout was 70.23 per cent.

According to the latest 
details, the NPP secured 46 
per cent of the votes, win-
ning 9 seats in the Tangalle 
Urban Council in the Deep 
South district of Hamban-
tota, the stronghold of the 
Rajapaksa family.

The Samagi Jana Balawe-
gaya (SJB), the main op-
position party, secured 28 
per cent of votes and won 
5 seats while Rajapaksas' 
Sri Lanka Podujana Pera-
muna (SLPP) received 16 
per cent of votes and won 
3 seats. 

Sri Lanka local polls: Prez 
Dissanayake’s party bags 

first official result

AP, NEW DELHI: India's 
space agency said Tuesday 
it planned to launch an un-
crewed orbital mission lat-
er this year before its first 
human spaceflight in early 
2027.

"It represents India's rise 
as a global space power", Ji-
tendra Singh, the country's 
science and technology 
minister, said in a state-
ment.

The world's most pop-
ulous country has flexed 
its spacefaring ambitions 
in the last decade with its 
space programme growing 
considerably in size and 
momentum.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has announced plans 
to send a man to the Moon 
by 2040.

"The uncrewed orbital 
Gaganyaan ("space craft") 
mission is on track for 
launch later this year, with 
recovery trials already 
conducted with the Indian 
Navy, and more sea recov-
ery simulations planned," 
the Department of Space 
said in a statement.

Along with other tests, 
this will lead to the Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) sending astro-
nauts into space.

"These milestones will 
culminate in India's maid-
en human spaceflight in 

2027, launching Indian as-
tronauts into orbit aboard 
an Indian rocket from Indi-
an soil," it added.

ISRO said the spaceflight 
was scheduled for "the first 
quarter" of 2027.

"Training of astronauts is 
also progressing steadily," 
the statement added.

"Four Indian Air Force 
pilots, selected as astro-
naut-designates, have com-
pleted training in Russia 
and are undergoing further 
mission-specific training in 
India."

India has matched the 
achievements of estab-
lished powers at a much 
cheaper price tag.

In August 2023, it be-
came just the fourth nation 
to land an unmanned craft 
on the Moon after Russia, 
the United States and Chi-
na.

This month, Indian astro-
naut Shubhanshu Shukla, 
39, is expected to fly to the 
International Space Station 
-- becoming the first Indian 
astronaut to do so and the 
second in orbit ever.

The mission, which is 
jointly being undertaken 
by NASA and the ISRO, will 
be launched from the Ken-
nedy Space Centre in Flor-
ida.

Shukla, who is set to pi-
lot the Axiom Mission 4, is 

India plans manned 
space flight by 2027

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tre on Tuesday informed 
the Delhi High Court that 
the Indian embassy in In-
donesia was providing 
assistance, including legal 
aid, to the three Indians on 
death row in the foreign 
country.

Justice Sachin Datta was 
assured by the Centre's 
counsel that the authorities 
would continue with the 
assistance. The court, hear-
ing a petition by the spous-
es of three Indians convict-
ed in Indonesia, asked for 
a status report and posted 
the hearing on August 4.

Raju Muthukumaran, 
Selvadurai Dinakaran and 
Govindasamy Vimalkand-
han, all hailing from Tamil 
Nadu, were arrested in July 
2024 for allegedly smug-
gling 106 kilogram of crys-
tal meth aboard the Legend 
Aquarius cargo vessel.

They were awarded the 
death penalty by Tanjung 
Balai Karimun District 
Court, Indonesia on April 
25 for violation of narcot-
ics law. On May 2, the high 
court directed the Indian 
consulate in Indonesia to 
ensure the Indian nationals 
were given adequate legal 
aid to pursue remedies.

On Tuesday, the Centre's 
lawyer said even prior to 
the directions, the embassy 

took steps towards avail-
ing the legal remedies and 
adequate assistance to the 
convicts.

The vice consul of the In-
dian embassy in Indonesia 
on his own filed the "intent 
to appeal" against the con-
viction of the petitioners' 
spouses on May 2 as the 
families were unable to do 
so, and the appeal would 
also be filed in a few days, 
the counsel added.

"The embassy is in the 
process of engaging a 
lawyer. In a few days, we 
will give details. We are in 
touch with the authorities 
diplomatically also," the 
lawyer said.

The Centre's lawyer fur-
ther revealed that consular 
access was granted and the 
embassy was in touch with 
the Indonesian authorities 
since July 2024.

The wives of the three 
men said their spouses 
were bread winners who 
worked at the shipping 
company in Singapore and 
they were of limited means.

They pointed out the lim-
itation period for pursuing 
the appellate remedy was 
very stringent and requi-
site steps were required 
to be taken immediately 
in addition to appropriate 
assistance to the death row 
convicts. 

Providing assistance to 3 
Indians on death row in 

Indonesia: Centre to Delhi HC

SC warns contempt action if 
States fail to implement curb 

on crackers in NCR
PTI,  NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Tuesday di-
rected the governments of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Haryana to ensure a "scrupulous" ban on firecrackers in 
areas falling under the NCR region and warned any failure 
would attract contempt.

A bench of Justices Abhay S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan asked 
the governments to issue a direction under the Environ-
ment Protection Act (EPA) imposing a complete ban on 
manufacture, sale and storage, including online delivery, 
on all types of firecrackers in the areas which fall under 
the NCR region.

Not only the orders of this court but directions issued 
under Section 5 of the EPA must be strictly implemented 
through all the law enforcement machinery of the states, 
it added.

Section 5 of the Act states the Central Government may, 
in exercise of its powers, issue directions to any officer or 
any authority to regulate environmental pollution.

PTI, FARIDABAD: Two 
people were arrested on 
Tuesday for kidnapping a 
Class 10 student and rap-
ing her in a moving car 
here, a police official said.

The accused were iden-
tified as Intezar and his ac-
complice Vikas, residents 
of Chandpur village in Har-
yana's Faridabad, he said.

Furnishing details of the 
case, Ballabgarh Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Rajkumar 
Walia said the 15-year-old girl 
on her way to school was for-
cibly pulled into a car by the 
accused at Tigaon area. The 
main accused, Intezar, raped 
her twice inside the moving 

car by threatening to kill her. 
Both the accused then pushed 
her out of the car near their 
village and sped away.

After receiving a com-
plaint, Tigaon Police reg-
istered an FIR under the 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offenses Act and rele-
vant sections of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita on Sunday. 

"A joint team of Tigaon 
Police and Crime Branch 
Sector 65 arrested the ac-
cused on Tuesday after 
identifying them based on 
CCTV footage and secret 
information. The accused 
have confessed to the 
crime," DCP Walia said.

Two arrested for 
kidnapping, raping Class 
10 student in Haryana


