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Screenwriter and lyricist 
Javed Akhtar with singer 
Sonu Nigam during the 
launch of ‘Goongoonalo‘ 
music app

A wild elephant 
spotted at Rukka 
Dam, at Ormanjhi 
area in Ranchi 
district, Jharkhand

A passenger pours cold 
water on his face to cool 
off during a hot summer 
day, at Vindhyachal 
railway station

THRILL AND SPILLS

School students in Jammu 
actively took part in a 
mock drill conducted 
to raise awareness 
and preparedness for 
earthquake emergencies

PTI, NEW DELHI: Indi-
an astronaut Shubhan-
shu Shukla will be able to 
savour varieties of rice, 
moong dal halwa and man-
go nectar during his so-
journ to the International 
Space Station aboard the 
Axiom Mission 4 scheduled 
for launch later this month.

Shukla, who will spend 
14 days aboard the In-
ternational Space Station 
(ISS), will also have the op-
tion to choose from a range 
of international cuisine, as 
approved for the mission 
by NASA.

Scientists at the Indian 
Space Research Organi-

sation (ISRO), along with 
the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation 
(DRDO), have developed a 
range of rice dishes, moong 
dal halwa and mango nec-
tar, among other items, for 

astronauts to savour dur-
ing space missions.

“Shukla ji will get 'ghar 
ka khana (home food)' 
and also have the option 
to choose from interna-
tional cuisine, as approved 

by NASA,” said DK Singh, 
director of ISRO's Human 
Space Flight Centre.

ISRO and DRDO have 
developed food items for 
astronauts of the Gagan-
yaan mission and the same 
is being made available to 
Shukla with NASA's ap-
proval, he said.

Axiom Space last month 
shared a video of Axiom 
Mission 4 crew members 
sampling multiple food op-
tions available aboard the 
ISS.

In the video, Shukla 
could be seen sampling a 
variety of dishes, rating 
each based on taste and 

preference. These meals 
will later be packed and 
sent to the space station 
for the Axiom Mission 4 as-
tronauts to consume dur-
ing their 14-day mission.

The Axiom Mission 4 will 
have veteran astronaut Peg-
gy Whitson as commander, 
Shukla as mission pilot, and 
Polish astronaut Sawosz 
Uznanski-Wisniewski and 
Hungarian astronaut Tibor 
Kapu as mission specialists.

Axiom Space has an-
nounced the Axiom Mis-
sion 4 would be launched 
from NASA's Kennedy 
Space Centre at 10:33 pm 
IST on May 29.

Indian food for astronaut Shukla during 
International Space Station stay: ISRO official

Tourists enjoy an adventurous river rafting experience near Manali, located in the scenic Kullu 
district of Himachal Pradesh

PTI, GUWAHATI: One more 
person has been appre-
hended in Assam for "de-
fending Pakistan on Indian 
soil" following the Pahal-
gam terror attack, taking 
the total of arrests to 43 so 
far, Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said on Tues-
day.

Sarma, in a post on X, said 
the person was held in Bar-

peta district.
"#Update on crackdown 

against traitors for defend-
ing Pakistan on Indian soil... 
Total 43 anti-nationals have 
been put behind BARS for 
sympathising with Paki-
stan. No TRAITOR will be 
SPARED (sic)," he wrote.

Addressing a press con-
ference during the day, the 
CM said: "(Provisions of 

the) NSA (National Securi-
ty Act) will be clamped on 
certain people who have 
been arrested, but not on 
all. Some have already apol-
ogised and said that they 
will not do it again."

There will be categori-
sation of the arrested per-
sons, as some are habitual 
offenders, while others did 
it for publicity, Sarma said.

"There is another catego-
ry with Left leanings, who 
have done it for political 
reasons. A committee will 

take the decision on whom 
NSA will be imposed and it 
is not going to be a political 
decision," he added.

Earlier, opposition AIUDF 
MLA Aminul Islam was ar-
rested on sedition charges 
for allegedly defending Pa-
kistan and its complicity in 
the Pahalgam attack.

On Friday, Sarma had 
warned of stringent action 
against those who raised 
'Pakistan Zindabad' slogans 
in the aftermath of the April 
22 attack. 

43 arrested for ’defending Pak’ 
post Pahalgam attack: Assam CM

PAKISTANI INTRUDER ARRESTED ALONG 
LOC IN J-K‘S POONCH

PTI, JAMMU: A 26-year-old Pakistani intruder was ar-
rested along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Poonch district on Tuesday, officials said. The arrest came 
amid a diplomatic flare-up between India and Pakistan 
and almost daily ceasefire violations on the borders in 
the aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack in which 26 
people, mostly tourists, were killed. Waqas, a resident 
of Tarkhal village in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), 
was taken into custody by alert army personnel from 
a forward village in the Chakan-Da-Bagh area shortly 
after he crossed the Line of Control (LoC) and entered 
Indian territory, the officials said. Preliminary questioning 
revealed that Waqas had inadvertently crossed the LoC 
from his village on the other side, they said. No incrimi-
nating material was recovered from the intruder at the 
time of his arrest, they added. 

Security personnel stand guard near Dal Lake amid high alert, 
in Srinagar

PTI, MENDHAR: Four 
passengers including a 
soldier were killed and 
44 others injured when 
a private bus skidded 
off the road and plunged 
into a deep gorge in 
Jammu and Kashmir's 
Poonch district on Tues-
day, officials said.

 Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha and Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah ex-
pressed their grief over 
the accident.

Abdullah rushed his 
cabinet colleague and 
MLA Mendhar Javed 
Ahmad Rana to the 
scene to oversee the 
relief efforts. The bus 
was on its way to Mend-
har from Ghani village 
when its driver lost con-
trol around 9.20 am and 
the vehicle rolled down 
into the gorge, the offi-
cials said. Locals imme-
diately launched a res-
cue operation and were 
joined by police, Army 
and CRPF personnel.

 The officials iden-
tified the deceased 
as 45-year-old Mohd 
Majeed, 55-year-old 
Shakeela Begum and 

Soldier among four killed after passenger 
bus falls into gorge in J-K’s Poonch

50-year-old Mohd Ha-
neef of Ghani village and 
60-year-old Noor Hussain 
of Kasblari. Majeed, a sol-
dier posted in Assam, had 
come to his village on leave.

 Hussain and Majeed were 
found dead on the spot by 
the rescuers, Begum died on 
the way to GMC Hospital Ra-
jouri and Haneef succumbed 
during treatment at GMC 
Rajouri, they said, adding 

the condition of seven more 
injured persons was stated to 
be "critical".

Locals reached the site of the incident after a private bus skidded 
off the road and fell into a deep gorge

SC seeks FIR details in suicides 
of IIT student, NEET sspirant

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday 
sought to know if FIRs were 
registered after suicides of 
a IIT Kharagpur student 
and a NEET aspirant in 
Kota, Rajasthan, came to 
light.

 A bench of Justices J 
B Pardiwala and R Ma-
hadevan directed its reg-
istry to call for a report 
from both places at the 
earliest.

The top court noted a 
22-year-old student stud-
ying in IIT, Kharagpur, was 
found hanging in his hostel 
room on May 4, 2025.

"The deceased was a 
three-year civil engineer-
ing student. His body was 
found hanging in his room 
in the Madan Mohan Ma-
laviya Hall. The student 
was identified as Moham-

mad Asif Qamar from Bi-
har's Sheohar District," the 
bench noted.

The top court went on, 
"The press reporting indi-
cates that just moments be-
fore his death, he was on a 
video call with his friend in 
Delhi.  This is one of those 
unfortunate suicides by a 
student for which we have 
constituted the task-force 
to work on the various is-
sues relating to students 
suicide."

The top court previously 

ordered the formation of a 
national task force, head-
ed by former top court 
judge Justice S Ravindra 
Bhat, to address the men-
tal health concerns of stu-
dents to prevent suicides 
in higher educational in-
stitutions.

The apex court said it 
was taking cognisance of 
the matter with a view to 
ascertain whether the man-
agement or administration 
of IIT, Kharagpur lodged 
an FIR with the local police 
station in accordance with 
its earlier directions.

It also took into account 
another case of suicide by a 
NEET aspirant who hanged 
herself at her room in Par-
shavanath area in the city 
ahead of the National Med-
ical Entrants Examination 
scheduled on May 11.

PTI, CHENNAI: Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister and 
ruling DMK president 
M K Stalin on Tuesday 
exuded confidence that 
his party will once again 
form the government af-
ter the 2026 polls in the 
state and that the calcu-
lations of those who had 
forged an "opportunistic 
alliance," will be proven 
wrong by the people.

In a letter to party men 
coinciding with the DMK 
government stepping 
into its fifth year on May 
7, Stalin also exhorted the 
party workers to actively 
work for the DMK's victo-
ry over the next year.

The party's four-year 
performance that was 
marked by a welfare gov-
ernment would ensure 

DMK's win, he said.
"Those who had forged 

an opportunistic alliance 
and repeatedly betrayed 
Tamil Nadu, and their 
discreet allies are des-
perate to see DMK's de-
feat. People, with their 
calculations, will prove 
them wrong," he said in 
the letter, without nam-
ing anyone.

He called on party work-
ers to reach out to the pub-
lic, highlight the DMK gov-
ernment's achievements 
by way of a number of 
public meetings. 

Most of the 505 prom-
ises made ahead of the 
2021 elections have been 
implemented and the rest 
will also be put into effect 
soon and he was "firm" 
about that, Stalin said.

TN CM Stalin: 
‘Opportunistic alliance’ 

will fail in 2026

PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: Kerala Gen-
eral Education Minister V 
Sivankutty said on Tues-
day that the central gov-
ernment has withheld Rs 
1,500.27 crore meant for 
the state under various cen-
trally sponsored schemes.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Sivankutty 
said the Centre has not re-
leased the funds because 
Kerala has not signed the 
PM SHRI scheme memo-
randum.

Sivankutty said he had 
raised the matter with 
Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan 
during his recent meeting 

with him in New Delhi.
"They told us this verbal-

ly, but they are not giving it 
to us in writing," he said.

Sivankutty said he will 
meet his Tamil Nadu 
counterpart soon to team 
up with the neighbouring 
state to raise the matter 
with the Centre.

"We are planning to 
raise this issue jointly 
with Tamil Nadu, as they 
are also facing the same 
problem," Sivankutty said.

The minister added that 
the Kerala government is 
also considering seeking 
legal options from the ad-
vocate general to recover 
the pending funds. 

Will join hands with TN 
to seek withheld central 
funds: Kerala Minister
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