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PTI, NEW YORK:  Vice 
President JD Vance has said 
that US hopes that India 
will respond to the Pahal-
gam terrorist attack in a 
way that does not lead to a 
"broader regional conflict" 
and expects Pakistan to 
"cooperate" with New Del-
hi to "hunt down" militants 
sometimes operating from 
their soil.

Vance made these re-
marks on Thursday in an 
interview with Fox News. 
Vance and his family were 
in India on a four-day visit 
when the attack - the worst 
since the Pulwama strike in 
2019 - took place.

"Our hope here is that 
India responds to this ter-
rorist attack in a way that 
doesn't lead to a broader 
regional conflict," Vance 

said on Fox News's 'Special 
Report'.

After being asked, "You 
worried about India and 
Pakistan?"

"Well, sure, I'm worried 
about any time you see a 
hot spot breaking out, espe-
cially between two nuclear 
powers," Vance said.

"We've obviously been 
in close contact with our 
friends in India and Paki-
stan. Our hope here is that 
India responds to this ter-
rorist attack in a way that 
does not lead to a broad-
er regional conflict," the 
Vice-President said.

"And we hope, frankly, 

that Pakistan, to the extent 
that they're responsible, 
cooperates with India to 
make sure that the terror-
ists sometimes operating 
in their territory are hunt-
ed down and dealt with. 
That's how we hope this 
unfolds, we're obvious-
ly in close contact. We'll 
see what happens," Vance 
said.

Remarks by Vance as-
sume significance amid 
rising tensions between 
India and Pakistan in the 
aftermath of the Pahalgam 
attack, in which 26 people 
were killed.

Vance, who was in India 
last month, had then con-
demned the attack and ex-
pressed solidarity with the 
victims and their families in 
a post on X.

US hopes Pak cooperates with 
India to find terrorists: VP Vance 

And we hope, frankly, 
that Pakistan, to the 

extent that they're responsible, 
cooperates with India to 
make sure that the terrorists 
sometimes operating in their 
territory are hunted down and 
dealt with. That's how we hope 
this unfolds, we're obviously in 
close contact. We'll see what 
happens
– JD Vance, US Vice president

Fiery 
collision near 
Yellowstone 

leaves 7 dead
AP,  ISLAND PARK (US): A 
pickup truck and tour van 
collision near Yellowstone 
National Park has killed 
seven people, Idaho State 
Police say.

The crash happened 
just before 7:15 pm 
Thursday on a highway 
near Henry's Lake State 
Park in eastern Idaho. 
The state park is rough-
ly 26 kilometres west 
of Yellowstone National 
Park.

Both vehicles caught 
fire after the crash, the 
Idaho State Police said in 
a news release. The driv-
er of the Dodge Ram pick-
up and six people inside 
the Mercedes passenger 
van died. The van was 
carrying a tour group of 
14 people.

Authorities have not 
said what led up to the 
crash, which remains un-
der investigation.

The Fremont County 
coroner's office had not 
yet released the names 
of those killed as of Fri-
day morning. The Idaho 
State Police did not say 
how many other people 
were injured.

Police say air am-
bulances along with 
emergency paramedics 
responded to the colli-
sion.

PTI, NEW DELHI: A Delhi 
court on Friday issued no-
tices to former Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi 
and leader of opposition in 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi in 
the National Herald money 
laundering case.

Special judge Vishal 
Gogne said their “right to 
be heard” was available at 
the time of cognisance of 
the chargesheet.

“Right to be heard at any 
stage breathes life into fair 
trial,” the judge said, post-
ing the matter on May 8.

The judge also issued notice 
to Congress leader Sam Pitroda 
and Suman Dubey, and “Young 
Indian”, Dotex Merchandise Pvt 
Ltd and Sunil Bhandari. The 
chargesheet was filed under Sec-
tions 3 (money laundering) and 
4 (punishment for money laun-
dering) of Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).

In a 14-page order, the 
judge observed the “prose-
cuting agency ED does not 
come to any detriment if 
the accused is permitted to 
make submissions on the 
question of cognisance”.

“In this adherence to the 
principles of fair hearing, 
the right to be heard is not 
inconsistent with any of the 
powers vested in the ED 
for investigation or the pre-

sumptions as well as burden 
of proof stipulated under the 
PMLA,” the order said.

During a brief hearing, 
additional solicitor general 
S V Raju, representing the 
ED, said the probe agency 
was “not opposing such a 
notice precisely because it 
is votary of fair trial”.

The court further said, 
“Besides, the proviso to Sec-
tion 223 of BNSS (Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhi-
ta) is a salutary provision 
in furtherance of the right 
to be heard, as a part of 
fair trial. It is designed to 
protect accused persons 
against improper implica-
tion by permitting them to 
make submissions prior to 
the court taking cognisance 
of the offences in question.” 
The BNSS, the court noted, 
was therefore a progressive 
legislation and recorded 
among its objectives and 
reasons a “citizens centric 

criminal procedure” being 
the “need of the hour”.

Section 223 of BNSS 
grants an accused the right 
to be heard on the aspect of 
cognisance.

This “benevolent intent” 
of the BNSS should be read 
in favour of accused persons 
rather than the investiga-
tion agencies when a right 
to be heard is to be accorded 
at any stage of the proceed-
ings, the court added.

“To summarise, the court 
finds that notice is required 
to be issued to the proposed 
accused persons for hear-
ing on the question of cog-
nisance upon the present 
complaint in terms of the 
proviso to section 223 BNSS. 
It is thus directed that notice 
be issued to the proposed ac-
cused persons in order that 
they may be heard on the 
question of cognisance upon 
the present complaint,” the 
judge said.

‘Right to be heard’: Delhi court 
issues notice to Sonia, Rahul

NATIONAL  
HERALD CASE

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Del-
hi High Court on Friday 
ordered the CBI to conduct 
a preliminary inquiry over 
allegations of an extortion 
racket being run inside 
Tihar Jail involving its offi-
cials.

A bench of Chief Justice 
D K Upadhyaya and Jus-
tice Tushar Rao Gedela 
directed the principal sec-
retary, Home Department, 
Delhi government to hold 
a fact-finding inquiry and 

find out the officials re-
sponsible for the admin-
istrative and supervisory 
lapses in Tihar.

“The petition highlights 
certain irregularities, ille-
galities, malpractices and 
misconduct not only on 
part of the jail authorities 
but also inmates, The al-
legations are as serious 
as that in connivance with 
jail authorities extortion 
racket was going on in jail 
premises for procuring cer-

Delhi HC orders CBI 
probe into Tihar jail 

extortion racket

tain facilities,” the court observed.
The bench said a report of the inspect-

ing judge, Central Jail 8 and Semi Open 
Prison, tendered to it in a sealed cover 
after a “thorough” inquiry, revealed “very 
disturbing facts” indicating criminal ac-
tivities and irregularities in functioning of 
Tihar Jail.

“For thoroughly conducting an inquiry 
into the matter, since the report (of in-
specting judge) contained allegations of 
criminal activities,we deem it appropriate 
to require the CBI to conduct a prelim-
inary enquiry into the matter,” the court 
ordered.

The bench went on, “We also deem it 
appropriate to direct principal secre-
tary, Home, GNCTD to conduct an ad-
ministrative inquiry to find out the of-
ficials/officers/authorities responsible 
for such administrative lapses and mis-
happenings in jail.” The director gener-
al (DG) Delhi prisons should extend all 
cooperation to the principal secretary, 
it added.

The court asked the CBI and the princi-
pal secretary to submit their reports be-
fore the next hearing on August 11.

The court was hearing a petition filed 
by a former inmate alleging extortion and 
pointing out safety and security of prison-
ers inside Tihar.

Man held with illegal weapons in Gurugram
PTI, GURUGRAM:  Police have arrested a man roaming 
around with illegal weapons, planning to commit a crime, 
officials said. The crime branch team of Farrukhnagar re-
ceived information that a man was roaming with an illegal 
weapon. Acting upon it, they raided the spot, police said.


