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Air Marshal 
Narmdeshwar Tiwari 
inspects a guard of 
honour before taking 
charge as the new Vice 
Chief of the Air Staff, in 
New Delhi

A Muslim woman shows 
her ink-marked finger as 
she leaves after casting 
her vote during Panchayat 
elections at Baraigram in 
Karimganj, Assam

Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla during a meeting 
with a Japanese 
Parliamentary delegation, 
at Parliament House 
complex, in New Delhi

Pilgrims leave for 
annual ‘Hajj‘ pilgrimage, 
at Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel International 
Airport, in Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat
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LEOPARD LEGACY

A farm worker during harvesting of crops at Pargwal 
near the International Border, in Jammu. Harvesting was 
preponed due to prevailing border tension between India 
and Pakistan following the Pahalgam terror attack

PTI, NEW DELHI:  An in-
tense storm with heavy 
early-morning rain hit Delhi 
on Friday, causing a house 
collapse that killed a wom-
an and her three children 
and delaying more than 200 
flights, even as the city grap-
pled with widespread wa-
terlogging, raising concerns 
over the monsoon prepar-
edness of government and 
civic agencies.

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said this 
was the second-highest 24-
hour spell of rain witnessed 
by the national capital in 
May since 1901.

Authorities received 
around 300 complaints 
regarding uprooted trees 
and branches falling as the 
storm, with a wind speed 
of 80 kilometres per hour, 
hit Delhi in the early hours, 
damaging several vehicles.

Visuals from different ar-
eas showed uprooted trees 
and people stuck in water-
logged roads.

Waterlogging was re-
ported from across the city, 
with persistent issues at 
notorious stretches, such 
as Minto Road, ITO, Dhaula 

Kuan, Indraprastha, Ring 
Road, R K Puram, Lakshmi 
Nagar, South Extension and 
Chirag Dilli.

The torrential rain was 
caused by moisture and 
wind convergence over 
the region, fed by both the 
Arabian Sea and the Bay 
of Bengal, the weather de-
partment said.

According to data from 
the IMD, Safdarjung, Del-
hi's main weather station, 
recorded 77 mm of rain in 
just six hours, between 2:30 
am and 8:30 am, the second 
highest in four years.

Other areas also saw 
significant rainfall, with 
Lodhi Road receiving 78 
mm, Pragati Maidan and 
Pitampura 71.5 mm each, 
Ridge 59.2 mm, Pusa 50 
mm, Palam 45.6 mm, Na-
jafgarh 40 mm, Ayanagar 
39.4 mm and Jaffarpur 
67.5 mm.

The weather office has 
forecast a cloudy sky, with 
the possibility of rain or 
thunderstorms for the next 
six days.

On Friday, videos sur-
faced on social media of 
half-submerged vehicles 

Heavy rain batters Delhi; three 
children among 4 dead 

Over 200 flights delayed due to waterlogging 

Vehicles wade through the waterlogged Minto Bridge 
underpass amid rains in New Delhi

Young men play on a wall adorned with a leopard artwork on the eve of International Leopard 
Day, in Mumbai

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Friday 
agreed to consider a plea 
challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the 2024 
amended Uttar Pradesh 
law on “unlawful religious 
conversion”.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Sanjiv Khanna and Justic-
es Sanjay Kumar and K V 
Viswanathan took note of 
the submissions of senior 
lawyer S Muralidhar who 
said certain provisions of 
the Uttar Pradesh Prohi-
bition of Unlawful Con-
version of Religion Act, as 
amended in 2024, were 
“vague and overly broad” 
and the ambiguity in-
fringed upon free speech 
and religious propagation.

The CJI, however, did not 
issue a notice on the plea for 
time being and said it will be 
heard along with other pend-
ing petitions on May 13.

The top court was hear-
ing a PIL filed by Roop 
Rekha Verma, who hails 
from Lucknow, and others 
against the amended law.

The plea, filed through 
advocate Purnima Kr-
ishna, alleged the law in-
fringed upon Articles 14 
(equality before the law), 
19 (freedom of speech and 
expression), 21 (right to 
life and personal liberty), 
and 25 (freedom of reli-
gion) of the Constitution.

Sections 2 and 3 of the 
Act, it claimed, were “vague, 
overly broad, and lack clear 
standards” which made it 
difficult to determine what 
constituted an offense.

Navi Mumbai couple booked for cheating 
company of Rs 64 lakh
THANE: Police have registered a case against a couple 
from Navi Mumbai for allegedly cheating a technology 
firm of over Rs 64 lakh, an official said on Friday. The 
alleged fraud took place between April 2022 and 
September 2024, said the official from Rabale police 
station. In her complaint, a woman director of the 
company said the male accused had been entrusted with 
their financial operations, but he diverted Rs 64.68 lakh 
belonging to the firm to personal accounts with the help 
of his wife. The man allegedly submitted a fake document 
to the Registrar of Companies, claiming that the woman 
director had resigned. He then got his wife appointed 
as a director in her place, the official said. The man also 
submitted a bogus agreement to the local police and 
falsely accused the female director of violating its terms, 
the official said, citing the complaint.

Man trampled to death by wild elephant 
in Chhattisgarh's Korba
KORBA: A 22-year-old man was trampled to death by 
a wild elephant in Chhattisgarh's Korba district on 
Friday, forest officials said. The attack occurred around 
6 am when the victim ventured into the jungle near 
Kumharisani-Chhirhapani village under the Pasan forest 
range, Katghora Divisional Forest Officer Kumar Nishant 
said. He said the victim, Ram DayalGond, a resident of 
Chhirhapani village, had gone to relieve himself in the 
jungle and encountered a tusker and was trampled to 
death. Forest and police personnel reached the spot and 
sent the body for post-mortem, the official said. He said 
the deceased's kin have received an instant relief of Rs 
25,000, and the remaining compensation of Rs 5.75 lakh 
will be disbursed after necessary formalities. Human-
elephant conflicts have become a cause for concern in 
Chhattisgarh in the last decade, especially in the northern 
parts. The most affected districts are Raigarh, Korba, 
Surajpur, Balrampur and Jashpur.

Fake doctor held in Nagaland
DIMAPUR: The police have arrested a man from 
Nagaland's Dimapur on the charge of practising medicine 
without the necessary qualifications or registration.
The accused, a resident of NST Colony, was found to be 
posing as a doctor in the commercial hub of Nagaland, 
Dimapur, the police said in a statement. The arrest 
followed a formal complaint filed by the Nagaland 
Medical Council against him, a release issued by 
Commissioner of Police, Dimapur, said here on Friday. An 
enquiry by the police confirmed that the accused person 
neither possessed a recognised medical degree nor was 
registered with the council, he said. A case has been 
registered under relevant provisions of the law, and an 
investigation is underway to determine the full extent of 
the impersonation, including any harm caused to patients 
who were unaware of his fraudulent status, the police 
said.

Road crash leaves 2 dead, 5 injured in UP
MAHARAJGANJ (UP): Two men were killed and five 
sustained serious injuries when their SUV collided with a 
tractor-trolley loaded with grain in the Shyamdeurwa area 
of the district, police said on Friday. According to Station 
House Officer (SHO) of Shyamdeurwa, Abhishek Singh, 
the car heading from Gorakhpur towards Maharajganj 
rammed into the tractor-trolley near BasahiyaKhurd 
village on Thursday around 9 pm. "The deceased have 
been identified as driver, Aalim (55), a resident of Tura 
Bazaar Bhagwanpur village in Gorakhpur District, and 
Gobri (50) from the same village," the SHO said, adding 
five car occupants were seriously injured in the accident.
Singh said all car occupants were going to attend a 
wedding in Maharajganj. The bodies have been sent for 
postmortem, he said. The tractor driver has been arrested, 
and the vehicle seized by the police, the SHO said.

Kidnapper on run for 16 years nabbed  
in east Delhi mandi
NEW DELHI: A proclaimed offender on the run for the 
past 16 years in a kidnapping case was nabbed from east 
Delhi's SabziMandi area, police said on Friday. At the time 
of his arrest, Safdar Ali, 57, was hawking vegetables in a 
local market. In April 2009, Safdar Ali allegedly abducted 
Kalicharan, a resident of PremKaGakaan village in Delhi, 
after he married his sister Shama. Kalicharan called his 
mother and told her he had been kidnapped and taken to 
Bisauli in Uttar Pradesh.

SC agrees to hear PIL against amended 
UP law on religious conversion

wading through Minto 
Road.
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