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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT?

Vehicles move on a waterlogged road after heavy rainfall, at ITO, in New Delhi, on Friday

PTI

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES 

VAGATOR: Nearly three 
months since the 2025 
Karacus Marakus Festi-
val was cancelled after O 
Heraldo reported multi-
ple violations of environ-
ment norms, it now ap-
pears that ticket holders 
are still waiting for a re-
fund. According to many 
of the aggrieved, festival 
organisers Pralayah Re-
cords are promising entry 
to future editions of the 
event — but are keeping 
mum on returning the 
ticket costs to the holders. 

The trance music fes-
tival landed itself in hot 
water after it came to 
light that they were eye-
ing Dream Beach in Oz-
rant — a known Olive 
Ridley turtle nesting site 
— as the open-air venue 
in February, which is bang 

in the middle of nesting 
season. If held, the festival 
also would have violated 
Supreme Court’s orders 
on noise pollution. 

After authorities 
stepped in, the organis-
ers attempted to shift the 
venue twice — first to a 
nightclub already under 
scrutiny by the Goa Bench 
of the Bombay HC for 
noise violations, and later 
to an open-air restaurant 
in Akaswada, Mandrem. 

Karacus Marakus 
isn’t refunding 
ticket costs for 

cancelled festival
Ticket holders say they don’t 
want entry to future events, 
demand their money back 

They’re offering us 
access to a future 

event, but not answering 
us on refunds, which 
should be a basic right  
in such cases
– A foreign ticket 
holder, on condition  
of anonymity 
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SAFETY LAST

A worker carries out a maintenance job atop an electric pole 

without wearing any safety gear or a helmet, while two linemen 

on the ground casually observe from a distance at Porvorim, on 

Tuesday. The picture highlights a lack of adherence to essential 

safety protocols and utter disregard for life

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES 

VAGATOR, GOA: Dream Beach 

in Vagator, a known nesting site 

for the endangered Olive Ridley 

turtles, is in the eye of a storm 

with a six-day trance music 

festival titled Karacus Marakus 

ready to be held on its sands 

from February 14 to 19. 
Curiously, while equipment 

for the festival has already ar-

rived, all authorities – the po-

lice, the forest department, and 

tourism department officials 

– claimed no permission had 

been given for Karacus Mara-

kus. This, even as the event’s 

poster does the rounds on so-

cial media tickets sell for Rs 

3,500-8,000 online. 
Suraj Gawas, Police Inspec-

tor at Anjuna Police Station,  

confirmed that no 
permission has been 
granted for the event. 

"We have received no 

request for permission 

for such an event, and 

there is no question of 

granting approval for it 

at a turtle nesting site," 

Gawas stated.
The controversy has 

sparked outrage, with 

critics pointing to the 

event’s potential envi-

ronmental impact. "This 

is not just noise pollu-

tion – it's a direct threat 

to the habitat of the Olive 

Ridley turtles, which are 

a protected species un-

der Schedule I of the In-

dian Wildlife Protection 

Act, 1972. The audacity of 

the organiser to choose this lo-

cation highlights the precarious 

law-and-order situation," said 

Desmond D'Souza, an activist 

against noise pollution.
Foreign tourists visiting the 

area expressed their dismay, 

with one saying, "It’s painful to 

see that heavy equipment has 

been brought onto the beach 

and a massive stage built in an 

area that is marked as a turtle 

nesting site. The noise and 

the vehicles will surely pre-

vent the turtles from coming 

ashore to lay their eggs."
Five Olive Ridleys laid 

eggs here in February, while 

10 others returned with-

out nesting, according to  

reports. 

Trance fest nightmare at Dream Beach turtle site 

Equipment has arrived and tickets selling for Rs 8k online, but authorities claim no permission given

This is not just noise pollution – it's a direct threat to 

the habitat of the Olive Ridley turtles, a protected 

species under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife Protection 

Act, 1972. The audacity of the organiser to choose this 

location highlights the precarious law-and-order situation

– Desmond D'Souza, noise pollution activist 

We have been made 

aware of the event 

and are keeping an eye 

on the situation. The 

arrival of such heavy 

equipment at night could 

disturb the turtles, 

especially since some 

have already returned 

without nesting

– Atmaram Gauns, 
Range Forest Officer, 

Wildlife

We have received no 

request for permission 

for such an event, and there 

is no question of granting 

approval for it at a turtle 

nesting site

– Suraj Gawas, Anjuna PI

No requests for any 

festivals or parties have 

been submitted to us

– Kedar Naik, Director  

of Tourism
Cont on Pg 11 >>
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PANJIM: In a significant 

discovery, the Fishery 

Survey of India (FSI) has 

identified several highly 

productive, unexplored 

fishing grounds in the Ara-

bian Sea between Goa and 

Kerala. 
The expedition, con-

ducted aboard a deep-

sea trawler operated by 

FSI, covered a vast area 

from Kollam, Kerala, to 

Goa. Surveying depths 

between 300 and 540 me-

ters, the team discovered  

highly productive  

fishing zones approxi-

mately 100–120 nautical 

miles off India’s western 

coast. The average catch 

per unit effort (CPUE)  

was recorded at an im-

pressive 150–300 kg/hr, 

with no significant dif-

ference in catch volume  

or species diversity be-

tween day and night oper-

ations.
The newly discovered 

grounds are rich in com-

mercially valuable crusta-

ceans such as Humpback 

nylon shrimp, Arabian red 

shrimp, Deepwater spiny 

lobster, and deep-sea 

squat lobster. Cephalopod 

resources, including Opist-

hoteuthis and Octopo-

teuthis species, were also 

abundant.
Additionally, the 

grounds support a wide 

variety of fish species, in-

cluding Froghead eel, Rosy 

cod, Sackfish, Snake mack-

erel, Splendid alfonsino, 

and Shadow driftfish. 

Untapped deep-sea fishing 

grounds off Goa-Kerala coast

 New fishing grounds 

located 100–120 nauti-

cal miles off the western 

coast of India, from Kol-

lam (Kerala) to Goa

 Average catch per 

unit effort (CPUE) of 

150–300 kg/hr

 Survey conducted at 

depths between 300  

and 540 metres

 New grounds rich in 

commercially valuable 

Humpback nylon shrimp, 

Arabian red shrimp, 

Deepwater spiny lobster 

and deep-sea squat 

lobster

BIG CATCH
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PTI, WASHINGTON: US 

President Donald Trump 

signed an executive order 

directing the Department 

of Justice to pause enforc-

ing a nearly half-century-old 

law that was used to launch 

a bribery investigation 

against the Adani Group.
Trump signed an order 

to pause enforcing of the 

1977 Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act 
(FCPA) that prohib-
its American com-
panies and foreign 
firms from bribing 
officials of foreign 
governments to 
obtain or re-
tain business.

The Pres-
ident di-
rected US 

Attorney General Pam Bon-

di to pause enforcement 

of FCPA, which was at the 

heart of some of the US De-

partment of Justice's most 

high-profile cases, including 

an indictment against Indian 

billionaire and Adani Group 

head Gautam Adani and his 

nephew Sagar.
Last year DoJ under Pres-

ident Joe Biden charged 

Adani for allegedly be-

ing part of a scheme to 

pay over $250 million 

(about Rs 2,100 crore) 

bribe to Indian officials 

in exchange of favour-
able terms for 

solar power 
contracts.

Trump halts foreign bribery 

law used against Adani in US
Six US Congressmen  

question Adani indictment

PTI, WASHINGTON: As many as six US 

Congressmen have written to the newly 

appointed Attorney General of the United 

States against ‘questionable’ decisions 

made by the US Department of Justice 

(DoJ) such as the indictment against the 

Adani Group in an alleged bribery scam, 

which ‘jeopardises the relationship with 

close ally India’.

"Some of these decisions involved selec-

tively pursuing and abandoning cases, 

often acting against America's interests at 

home and abroad, jeopardising relation-

ships with close allies like India," the 

Congressmen said in the joint letter.

India, they said, has been an important ally 

of the United States for decades. 
Cont on 
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Trouble mounts for 

Allahbadia, Mumbai  

cyber cell files FIR 

AGENCY, MUMBAI: Mumbai police 

have registered an FIR against You-

Tube reality show India’s Got Latent 

and its host Ranveer Allahbadia for 

allegedly making crude and obscene 

comments. The Maharashtra Cyber 

Department took suo moto action, fil-

ing the case under the IT Act and or-

dering the removal of all 18 episodes 

of the show. 
Allahbadia, along with social me-

dia personalities Samay Raina, Ashish 

Chanchlani, Apoorva Mukhija, and Jas-

preet Singh, is accused of using inap-

propriate language.
Multiple complaints have been filed 

in Mumbai, Guwahati, and Indore, 

with summonses issued to around 30 

guests from the show. The National 

Commission for Women (NCW) has 

also summoned Allahbadia and others 

for a hearing on February 17, express-

ing serious concerns over the content. 
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PTI, NEW DELHI: Meta on 

Tuesday announced it is ex-

panding Instagram Teen Ac-

counts to India that will en-

sure built-in protection for 

young users of this cohort, 

with features that limit un-

wanted interactions, enhance 

privacy settings, provide 

greater parental oversight, 

and places teens automatical-

ly and, by default, in the high-

est safety settings.
To ensure that teens receive 

protection and do not bypass 

age restrictions, Instagram is 

strengthening age verification 

measures, Meta said.

Insta Teen Accounts with 

more supervision in India

Cont on Pg 11 >>

Smart City buses 

forgot the disabled, 

elderly and women 
Why no reserved seats in a section of 

KTC’s EV fleet, ask activists

ANIL KUMAR MISHRA
anilkumar@herald-goa.com

PANJIM: Launched 

with much fanfare 

under the Smart City 

mission, the EV buses 

plying on Panjim’s pot-

holed roads has one 

crucial omission that 

seems to have missed 

the eyes of the author-

ities who like to show-

case them as the pride 

of the Capital’s public 

transport system. Of 

the 48-odd buses, at 

least 16 have no seats 

reserved for women, 

senior citizens, and 

persons with disabili-

ties (PwDs).   

Responding to O Her-

aldo’s questions, Kad-

amba Transport Corpo-

ration Limited (KTCL) 

officials admitted that 

many of these buses 

have no designated 

seats for above cate-

gories of passengers. 

KTCL’s Divisional Traf-

fic Officer, Roque Luis, 

said, “We have found 

that seats are not re-

served in 16 buses. We 

have taken up the is-

sue with the company. 

Now the seats will be 

reserved in those buses 

as well on priority.”

We have found that seats are not reserved in 

16 buses. We have taken up the issue with the 

company. Now the seats will be reserved in those 

buses as well on priority

– Roque Luis, KTCL’s Divisional Traffic Officer  

Persons with disabilities have a multi-purpose 

unique disability identity (UDID) card, issued 

by the Centre. While they possess this card, why are 

they forced to make another card for using these 

buses? 
– Prakash W Kamat, member, Goa State Advisory 

Board on Disability

The buses 
have ramps, 

but the bus drivers 

do not use these 

ramps for persons 

with disabilities. 

The seats should 

be reserved for 
persons with 
disabilities 

– Avelino de Sa, 

Disability Rights 

Association of Goa 

(DRAG) president

O HERALDO 
SPECIAL  
REPORT
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PICS: UPENDRA NAIKTeam Herald

PANJIM: The battle rout in 

Delhi has left the two IN-

DIA bloc partners – Con-

gress and Aam Aadmi Par-

ty (AAP) – picking up the 

pieces in Goa and it’s not a 

pretty picture. Leaders of 

both Opposition parties are 

speaking openly about go-

ing it alone even as they ac-

knowledge that an alliance 

that will help consolidate 

the Opposition vote is the 

only way to take on the BJP 

in the 2027 State elections. 

However, both parties 

maintain that a decision on 

alliances will be taken by 

the national leadership in 

due course.
When contacted, Goa 

Pradesh Congress Committee 

(GPCC) senior vice president 

M K Shaikh said, “Why should 

we think of an alliance now? 

We are strengthening the 

party organisation. Congress 

has its footprint in all 40 As-

sembly segments with a size-

able number of workers and 

voters, and Salcete taluka is 

the strongest among all.”
Shaikh said, “AAP leaders 

should not have targeted 

AICC president Mallikarjun 

Kharge and Leader of the 

Opposition in Lok Sabha 

Rahul Gandhi during cam-

paigning for Delhi Assembly 

elections. If AAP’s enemy is 

BJP, then they should have 

thought of it before attack-

ing the Congress leaders.”

GPCC vice president Sunil 

Kawthankar said, “Decision 

on forging alliances with 

the like-minded parties will 

be taken by the High Com-

mand and it is not decided 

locally. But if you analyse 

the results of 2022 Goa As-

sembly elections, BJP came 

to power by polling 35 per 

cent of vote share, while 

the divided Opposition had 

secured 65 per cent of vote 

share. We lost many Assem-

bly seats by slender mar-

gins. Political parties should 

not allow it to happen.”
“Looking at the manner 

in which the BJP is going 

to elections, it is necessary 

that the political parties 

should look at a larger pic-

ture and work as a united 

front," Kawthankar said.

In Cong-AAP 
face-off, Oppn  
is the big loser
Both parties claim they can go it alone in 

Assembly, but admit that consolidation of 

votes crucial to take on the BJP 
Congress Party 
has its footprint 

in all 40 Assembly 

segments with sizeable 

number of workers and 

voters, and Salcete 

taluka is the strongest 

among all

– M K Shaikh, GPCC 

senior vice president

Pre-poll alliances and 

seat sharing is mainly 

decided by the High 

Command and only 

fine-tuning is done by 

taking the local leaders 

into confidence

– Sunil Kawthankar, 

GPCC vice president

It was almost 25 years ago when Congress last 

won the Benaulim seat. We are competent to 

fight elections single-handedly, but the alliance is the 

aspiration of the people of Goa

– Adv Amit Palekar, AAP State president

We are prepared to fight elections on our own 

strength. But people of Goa are waiting for an 

alliance to defeat BJP and Congress has to seriously 

think about it

– Cruz Silva, AAP Velim MLA
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SAFETY LAST

A worker carries out a maintenance job atop an electric pole 

without wearing any safety gear or a helmet, while two linemen 

on the ground casually observe from a distance at Porvorim, on 

Tuesday. The picture highlights a lack of adherence to essential 

safety protocols and utter disregard for life

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES 

VAGATOR, GOA: Dream Beach 

in Vagator, a known nesting site 

for the endangered Olive Ridley 

turtles, is in the eye of a storm 

with a six-day trance music 

festival titled Karacus Marakus 

ready to be held on its sands 

from February 14 to 19. 
Curiously, while equipment 

for the festival has already ar-

rived, all authorities – the po-

lice, the forest department, and 

tourism department officials 

– claimed no permission had 

been given for Karacus Mara-

kus. This, even as the event’s 

poster does the rounds on so-

cial media tickets sell for Rs 

3,500-8,000 online. 
Suraj Gawas, Police Inspec-

tor at Anjuna Police Station,  

confirmed that no 
permission has been 
granted for the event. 

"We have received no 

request for permission 

for such an event, and 

there is no question of 

granting approval for it 

at a turtle nesting site," 

Gawas stated.
The controversy has 

sparked outrage, with 

critics pointing to the 

event’s potential envi-

ronmental impact. "This 

is not just noise pollu-

tion – it's a direct threat 

to the habitat of the Olive 

Ridley turtles, which are 

a protected species un-

der Schedule I of the In-

dian Wildlife Protection 

Act, 1972. The audacity of 

the organiser to choose this lo-

cation highlights the precarious 

law-and-order situation," said 

Desmond D'Souza, an activist 

against noise pollution.
Foreign tourists visiting the 

area expressed their dismay, 

with one saying, "It’s painful to 

see that heavy equipment has 

been brought onto the beach 

and a massive stage built in an 

area that is marked as a turtle 

nesting site. The noise and 

the vehicles will surely pre-

vent the turtles from coming 

ashore to lay their eggs."
Five Olive Ridleys laid 

eggs here in February, while 

10 others returned with-

out nesting, according to  

reports. 

Trance fest nightmare at Dream Beach turtle site 

Equipment has arrived and tickets selling for Rs 8k online, but authorities claim no permission given

This is not just noise pollution – it's a direct threat to 

the habitat of the Olive Ridley turtles, a protected 

species under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife Protection 

Act, 1972. The audacity of the organiser to choose this 

location highlights the precarious law-and-order situation

– Desmond D'Souza, noise pollution activist 

We have been made 

aware of the event 

and are keeping an eye 

on the situation. The 

arrival of such heavy 

equipment at night could 

disturb the turtles, 

especially since some 

have already returned 

without nesting

– Atmaram Gauns, 
Range Forest Officer, 

Wildlife

We have received no 

request for permission 

for such an event, and there 

is no question of granting 

approval for it at a turtle 

nesting site

– Suraj Gawas, Anjuna PI

No requests for any 

festivals or parties have 

been submitted to us

– Kedar Naik, Director  

of Tourism
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PANJIM: In a significant 

discovery, the Fishery 

Survey of India (FSI) has 

identified several highly 

productive, unexplored 

fishing grounds in the Ara-

bian Sea between Goa and 

Kerala. 
The expedition, con-

ducted aboard a deep-

sea trawler operated by 

FSI, covered a vast area 

from Kollam, Kerala, to 

Goa. Surveying depths 

between 300 and 540 me-

ters, the team discovered  

highly productive  

fishing zones approxi-

mately 100–120 nautical 

miles off India’s western 

coast. The average catch 

per unit effort (CPUE)  

was recorded at an im-

pressive 150–300 kg/hr, 

with no significant dif-

ference in catch volume  

or species diversity be-

tween day and night oper-

ations.
The newly discovered 

grounds are rich in com-

mercially valuable crusta-

ceans such as Humpback 

nylon shrimp, Arabian red 

shrimp, Deepwater spiny 

lobster, and deep-sea 

squat lobster. Cephalopod 

resources, including Opist-

hoteuthis and Octopo-

teuthis species, were also 

abundant.
Additionally, the 

grounds support a wide 

variety of fish species, in-

cluding Froghead eel, Rosy 

cod, Sackfish, Snake mack-

erel, Splendid alfonsino, 

and Shadow driftfish. 

Untapped deep-sea fishing 

grounds off Goa-Kerala coast

 New fishing grounds 

located 100–120 nauti-

cal miles off the western 

coast of India, from Kol-

lam (Kerala) to Goa

 Average catch per 

unit effort (CPUE) of 

150–300 kg/hr

 Survey conducted at 

depths between 300  

and 540 metres

 New grounds rich in 

commercially valuable 

Humpback nylon shrimp, 

Arabian red shrimp, 

Deepwater spiny lobster 

and deep-sea squat 

lobster

BIG CATCH
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PTI, WASHINGTON: US 

President Donald Trump 

signed an executive order 

directing the Department 

of Justice to pause enforc-

ing a nearly half-century-old 

law that was used to launch 

a bribery investigation 

against the Adani Group.
Trump signed an order 

to pause enforcing of the 

1977 Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act 
(FCPA) that prohib-
its American com-
panies and foreign 
firms from bribing 
officials of foreign 
governments to 
obtain or re-
tain business.

The Pres-
ident di-
rected US 

Attorney General Pam Bon-

di to pause enforcement 

of FCPA, which was at the 

heart of some of the US De-

partment of Justice's most 

high-profile cases, including 

an indictment against Indian 

billionaire and Adani Group 

head Gautam Adani and his 

nephew Sagar.
Last year DoJ under Pres-

ident Joe Biden charged 

Adani for allegedly be-

ing part of a scheme to 

pay over $250 million 

(about Rs 2,100 crore) 

bribe to Indian officials 

in exchange of favour-
able terms for 

solar power 
contracts.

Trump halts foreign bribery 

law used against Adani in US
Six US Congressmen  

question Adani indictment

PTI, WASHINGTON: As many as six US 

Congressmen have written to the newly 

appointed Attorney General of the United 

States against ‘questionable’ decisions 

made by the US Department of Justice 

(DoJ) such as the indictment against the 

Adani Group in an alleged bribery scam, 

which ‘jeopardises the relationship with 

close ally India’.

"Some of these decisions involved selec-

tively pursuing and abandoning cases, 

often acting against America's interests at 

home and abroad, jeopardising relation-

ships with close allies like India," the 

Congressmen said in the joint letter.

India, they said, has been an important ally 

of the United States for decades. 
Cont on 
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Trouble mounts for 

Allahbadia, Mumbai  

cyber cell files FIR 

AGENCY, MUMBAI: Mumbai police 

have registered an FIR against You-

Tube reality show India’s Got Latent 

and its host Ranveer Allahbadia for 

allegedly making crude and obscene 

comments. The Maharashtra Cyber 

Department took suo moto action, fil-

ing the case under the IT Act and or-

dering the removal of all 18 episodes 

of the show. 
Allahbadia, along with social me-

dia personalities Samay Raina, Ashish 

Chanchlani, Apoorva Mukhija, and Jas-

preet Singh, is accused of using inap-

propriate language.
Multiple complaints have been filed 

in Mumbai, Guwahati, and Indore, 

with summonses issued to around 30 

guests from the show. The National 

Commission for Women (NCW) has 

also summoned Allahbadia and others 

for a hearing on February 17, express-

ing serious concerns over the content. 
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PTI, NEW DELHI: Meta on 

Tuesday announced it is ex-

panding Instagram Teen Ac-

counts to India that will en-

sure built-in protection for 

young users of this cohort, 

with features that limit un-

wanted interactions, enhance 

privacy settings, provide 

greater parental oversight, 

and places teens automatical-

ly and, by default, in the high-

est safety settings.
To ensure that teens receive 

protection and do not bypass 

age restrictions, Instagram is 

strengthening age verification 

measures, Meta said.

Insta Teen Accounts with 

more supervision in India
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Smart City buses 

forgot the disabled, 

elderly and women 
Why no reserved seats in a section of 

KTC’s EV fleet, ask activists

ANIL KUMAR MISHRA
anilkumar@herald-goa.com

PANJIM: Launched 

with much fanfare 

under the Smart City 

mission, the EV buses 

plying on Panjim’s pot-

holed roads has one 

crucial omission that 

seems to have missed 

the eyes of the author-

ities who like to show-

case them as the pride 

of the Capital’s public 

transport system. Of 

the 48-odd buses, at 

least 16 have no seats 

reserved for women, 

senior citizens, and 

persons with disabili-

ties (PwDs).   

Responding to O Her-

aldo’s questions, Kad-

amba Transport Corpo-

ration Limited (KTCL) 

officials admitted that 

many of these buses 

have no designated 

seats for above cate-

gories of passengers. 

KTCL’s Divisional Traf-

fic Officer, Roque Luis, 

said, “We have found 

that seats are not re-

served in 16 buses. We 

have taken up the is-

sue with the company. 

Now the seats will be 

reserved in those buses 

as well on priority.”

We have found that seats are not reserved in 

16 buses. We have taken up the issue with the 

company. Now the seats will be reserved in those 

buses as well on priority

– Roque Luis, KTCL’s Divisional Traffic Officer  

Persons with disabilities have a multi-purpose 

unique disability identity (UDID) card, issued 

by the Centre. While they possess this card, why are 

they forced to make another card for using these 

buses? 
– Prakash W Kamat, member, Goa State Advisory 

Board on Disability

The buses 
have ramps, 

but the bus drivers 

do not use these 

ramps for persons 

with disabilities. 

The seats should 

be reserved for 
persons with 
disabilities 

– Avelino de Sa, 

Disability Rights 

Association of Goa 

(DRAG) president

O HERALDO 
SPECIAL  
REPORT
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PICS: UPENDRA NAIKTeam Herald

PANJIM: The battle rout in 

Delhi has left the two IN-

DIA bloc partners – Con-

gress and Aam Aadmi Par-

ty (AAP) – picking up the 

pieces in Goa and it’s not a 

pretty picture. Leaders of 

both Opposition parties are 

speaking openly about go-

ing it alone even as they ac-

knowledge that an alliance 

that will help consolidate 

the Opposition vote is the 

only way to take on the BJP 

in the 2027 State elections. 

However, both parties 

maintain that a decision on 

alliances will be taken by 

the national leadership in 

due course.
When contacted, Goa 

Pradesh Congress Committee 

(GPCC) senior vice president 

M K Shaikh said, “Why should 

we think of an alliance now? 

We are strengthening the 

party organisation. Congress 

has its footprint in all 40 As-

sembly segments with a size-

able number of workers and 

voters, and Salcete taluka is 

the strongest among all.”
Shaikh said, “AAP leaders 

should not have targeted 

AICC president Mallikarjun 

Kharge and Leader of the 

Opposition in Lok Sabha 

Rahul Gandhi during cam-

paigning for Delhi Assembly 

elections. If AAP’s enemy is 

BJP, then they should have 

thought of it before attack-

ing the Congress leaders.”

GPCC vice president Sunil 

Kawthankar said, “Decision 

on forging alliances with 

the like-minded parties will 

be taken by the High Com-

mand and it is not decided 

locally. But if you analyse 

the results of 2022 Goa As-

sembly elections, BJP came 

to power by polling 35 per 

cent of vote share, while 

the divided Opposition had 

secured 65 per cent of vote 

share. We lost many Assem-

bly seats by slender mar-

gins. Political parties should 

not allow it to happen.”
“Looking at the manner 

in which the BJP is going 

to elections, it is necessary 

that the political parties 

should look at a larger pic-

ture and work as a united 

front," Kawthankar said.

In Cong-AAP 
face-off, Oppn  
is the big loser
Both parties claim they can go it alone in 

Assembly, but admit that consolidation of 

votes crucial to take on the BJP 
Congress Party 
has its footprint 

in all 40 Assembly 

segments with sizeable 

number of workers and 

voters, and Salcete 

taluka is the strongest 

among all

– M K Shaikh, GPCC 

senior vice president

Pre-poll alliances and 

seat sharing is mainly 

decided by the High 

Command and only 

fine-tuning is done by 

taking the local leaders 

into confidence

– Sunil Kawthankar, 

GPCC vice president

It was almost 25 years ago when Congress last 

won the Benaulim seat. We are competent to 

fight elections single-handedly, but the alliance is the 

aspiration of the people of Goa

– Adv Amit Palekar, AAP State president

We are prepared to fight elections on our own 

strength. But people of Goa are waiting for an 

alliance to defeat BJP and Congress has to seriously 

think about it

– Cruz Silva, AAP Velim MLA
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PTI, NEW DELHI:  On polit-
ical parties promising “free-
bies” ahead of polls, the Su-
preme Court on Wednesday 
said instead of bringing 
people into the mainstream 
for national development 
“are we not creating a class 
of parasites”.

A bench of Justices B R 
Gavai and Augustine George 
Masih said it would be bet-
ter to make people a part of 

the society’s mainstream 
and contribute towards na-
tional development.

“Rather than promoting 
them to be a part of the 
mainstream of the society 
by contributing to the de-
velopment of the nation, 
are we not creating a class 
of parasites?” it asked.

Justice Gavai went on to 
add, “Unfortunately, because 
of these freebies, which just 

on the anvil of elections are 
declared, like ‘Ladki Bahin’ 
and other schemes, people 
are not willing to work.”

The apex court was hear-
ing a matter concerning the 
right to shelter of homeless 
persons in urban areas and 
said people got free rations 
and money without working.

The bench asked: “We 
quite appreciate your con-
cern for them but would it 

not be better to make them 
a part of the mainstream of 
society and permit them to 
contribute to the develop-
ment of the nation?”

Advocate Prashant Bhu-
shan, appearing for one of 
the petitioners, said there 
was hardly anybody in the 
country who did not want 
to work, if they had work.

‘Are we not creating a class of 
parasites?’: SC slams freebie culture
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Sancoale  
Comunidade

chief dismissed 
for ‘illegal’  

land holding
Team Herald

PANJIM: Revenue Minis-
ter Atanasio alias Babush 
Monserrate has disqual-
ified and dismissed San-
coale Comunidade Pres-
ident Pratap Mardolkar 
with immediate effect.

A fine of Rs one lakh has 
also been imposed on Mar-
dolkar for “illegally” hold-
ing and possessing the 
Comunidade No. 115/1 of 
Sancoale for over 20 years 
for commercial use. The 
penalty shall be deposited 
in the office of Administra-
tor of Comunidade South 
Zone within 60 days from 
the date of order, failing 
which the Administra-
tor of Comunidade South 
Zone shall recover the 
amount as arrears of Land 
Revenue under the provi-
sions of Goa Land Revenue 
Code 1968.

The action has been tak-
en based on the proposal 
of the Administrator of 
Comunidades, South Zone. 
who submitted that Mar-
dolkar had encroached 
upon the comunidade land 
and constructed illegal 
structures and used it for 
commercial purposes.
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BETTER SENSE PREVAILS

Heavy construction machinery was brought in to begin the demolition of the “mindless” gigantic triangle built in front of Cafe 
Bhonsle and other establishments as part of Smart City works following complaints from shopkeepers and OHeraldo reportage 

highlighting the “ridiculous” planning  (inset) the massive triangle that was constructed in the area

FREDDY FERNANDES

PICS: UPEN
DRA N
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Team Herald

PANJIM: The Goa Police person-
nel  have been left red-faced once 
again, with the prime accused in 
the land grabbing cases Siddiqui 
alias Suleman Khan on Wednes-
day reiterating his claim that his 
second viral video was “fake” and 
recorded at gunpoint following 
his re-arrest in Kerala in Decem-
ber last year.

Claiming that there was threat 
to his life, Suleman lifted his hand 
and showed the wound to the me-
dia persons, alleging that police 
were trying to eliminate him.

“Yes, my second video was 
fake. It was taken at gunpoint. I 
was given an electric shock by a 
PI. My first video (accusing the 
police) was real,” Suleman told 
mediapersons outside the Court 
of Principal District Judge and Ses-
sions Judge, North Goa premises at 
Altinho, Panjim court as the police  
whisked him for a hearing.

My second viral video was ‘fake’, 
recorded at gunpoint: Siddiqui

The land grab accused alleges on court premises that police are trying 
to eliminate him; claims he was given electric shock by a PI

Siddiqui alias Suleman Khan being escorted by police personnel on his way out of the 
Court of Principal District Judge and Sessions Judge, North Goa at Altinho, Panjim

Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant maintained 
silence on the allegations 
made by Siddiqui

 The Old Goa Police on Wednesday 
filed a chargesheet against Suleman 
in the Crime Branch, Ribandar lock-up 
escape case

 Suleman had escaped from the lockup 
on the night of December 12, allegedly 
with help from an IRBn constable, who 
has now been dismissed from service

SULEMAN FACES CHARGESHEET IN CB LOCK-UP ESCAPE CASE

Yes, my second 
video was fake. It 

was taken at gunpoint. I 
was given an electric 
shock by a PI. My first 
video (accusing the 
police) was real
– Siddiqui alias 
Suleman Khan,  
prime accused in the land 
grabbing cases
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MARGAO:  In a dramatic 
turn of events, South Goa 
District Collector withdrew 
its previous stop work or-
der against the alleged il-
legal land filling at Velsao, 
prompting the Railways 
to resume the construc-
tion work in the village 
with police protection, 
despite ongoing legal dis-
putes and opposition from  
the locals.

While withdrawing its 
order, the Collector cited 
that the respondent was 
initially unknown, even 
though the withdrawal 
order simultaneously ref-
erenced Rail Vikas Nigam 
Limited's (RVNL) response 
to the notice.

The disputed work site at 
Primeiro Vaddo, Velsao, ad-
joining the heritage homes 
of several residents, has be-
come a flashpoint of tension 
as railway work has blocked 
the traditional right of way 
that villagers have used for 
over 200 years.

RVNL, in its response to 
the Collector, maintained 
that the South Western 
Railway’s (SWR) Hos-
pet-Vasco da Gama double 
tracking project was being 
undertaken in compliance 
with the Railways Act, 
1989, and that no illegal ac-
tivities were being carried 

out in the specified areas.
Orville Dourado Rodri-

gues, founder of Goencho 
Ekvott, questioned the ba-
sis of withdrawing the stop 
work order, noting that it 
was originally issued based 
on the Flying Squad’s report. 

Outrage in Velsao as 
Collector revokes 

Railways stop work order
Railways resumes construction work under 
police protection despite locals furnishing 

documents asserting the matter is sub-judice 

MARGAO: The Velsao-
Pale-Issorcim Village Pan-
chayat has firmly rejected 
Railways’ request to with-
draw the stop work order 
on the ongoing railway 
construction, asserting 
its authority to issue such 
notices and highlighting 
violations of human rights 
due to blocked access to 
villagers’ homes.
In a detailed response to 
RVNL, Sarpanch Maria 
Diana Gouveia main-
tained that the stop work 
notice remains in force, 
outlining several critical 
grounds for the decision. 

The panchayat’s primary 
concern centres on the 
railway works blocking 
motorable access to vil-
lagers’ houses, effectively 
leaving them landlocked 
- a situation the panchayat 
has deemed as violation 
of human rights.
The panchayat has also 
challenged the Railways’ 
invocation of Section 
11 of The Railways Act, 
1989, arguing that this 
provision only applies to 
lands where Railways has 
acquired clear title.

David versus Goliath: Velsao VP
firm on Railways stop work order

Goa Police 
personnel are just 

acting as bystanders, 
instead of protecting the 
villagers’ rights 
– Velsao resident

Didn’t the report not 
mention as to who 

was responsible for the 
dumping of mud and 
construction material in 
land which the Railways 
has no land title?
– Orville Dourado 
Rodrigues,  
founder of Goencho Ekvott Cont on Pg 11 >>
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Railways resumed the construction work in Velsao

There was no 
activity on the 

beach following the 
O Heraldo report. 
Were they to have the 
party on the beach, 
work on the stage 
would have started. 
Instead, they are 
building a small stage 
at Origens Jungle 
Club on top of 
Vagator Hill
– A local on the 
condition of 
anonymity

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES

VAGATOR: At last, O Heraldo report 
“Trance fest nightmare at Dream Beach 
turtle site” provided the much-needed 
relief for turtle lovers, environmental-
ists, locals and foreigners in and around 
Vagator and Anjuna, as 
the stage set up for the 
six-day trance music festi-
val “Karacus Marakus” at 
Dream Beach, was finally 
dismantled hours after  
the report.

A Kerala lad, who bought a ticket, 
said, “The festival is going to be held 
at Origens on the hill at Vagator. No 
messages have been circulated on the 
website or the site where tickets can be 

booked but I have been 
intimated.”

“There was no activi-
ty on the beach following the O Heral-
do report. Were they to have the party 
on the beach, work on the stage would 
have started. Instead, they are building 
a small stage at Origens Jungle Club on 

top of Vagator Hill,” disclosed a local on 
the condition of anonymity.

“I have neither given permission 
to anybody nor have we received any 
application to hold any festival at Ori-
gens," stated Dominic Pereira, Anjuna 
Comunidade president.

Eco-sensitive zone spared as trance 
festival ‘turns turtle’ at Dream Beach

Stage set up for the six-day ‘Karacus Marakus’ music festival at 
Vagator dismantled after O Heraldo report

The Dream Beach at Vagator after the O Heraldo report

AUG
USTO
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MARGAO/ VASCO: A day 
after a second-year stu-
dent’s suicide at the BITS 
Pilani Goa campus – the 
third such incident in 
five months – sent shock-
waves all around, his ag-
grieved and enraged fam-
ily members on Friday 
pointed at several missing 
communication links that 
they claim have raised the 
suspicion of foul play. 

Standing outside the 
campus walls, the kin of 
deceased student Krishna 
Kasera told the media that 
they were informed about 
the death on Thursday 
evening, while it is clear 
from police records that 
the suicide was reported to 
the cops around 10.30 am. 
Around 12 family mem-
bers including Krishna’s 
mother, father, sister, un-
cle and aunt have flown  
down to Goa. 

According to Verna 
police sources, Krishna, 
a student of instrumen-
tation, had locked his 
hostel room from inside. 
He was due to take his 
exams, but did not an-
swer them. At 10.24 am 
on Thursday, the cops 
received a call from the 
BITS authorities about 

the suicide after a master 
key was used to open Kr-
ishna’s room and he was 
found hanging. 

Mormugao DySP Guru-
das Kadam said that PI 
Anand Shirodkar from 
Verna Police Station has 
taken up the investigation 
and recorded the state-
ments of six students 
and others. While no 
suicide note was found, 

they have ruled out foul 
play, he added. A case of 
unnatural death under 
Section 194 BNSS has  
been registered. 

The family of Krishna, 
however, pointed to the 
three suicides over the 
past five months as a sign 
of a deeper problem on  
the campus. 

We had received a message that he is 
not feeling well. I wanted to contact 
him but he was not reachable. Had 
I known that this could happen, I 
would have arrived in Goa much 
before that. We are going to sue the 
college, as there was no proper com-
munication. I don’t agree that he died 

by suicide – it could be cold-blooded murder. We will not 
accept his body unless we get the replies we seek. When 
a series of suicides have taken place at the college, has 
the management taken any pains to find out the cause? 
— Aman Poddar, uncle 

STUDENT SUICIDE: GRIEVING 
KIN SAY BITS WOKE UP LATE

Cops were informed of tragedy on Thursday 
morning, but family members claim they 

got to know of it only in the evening 

‘I LOST MY CHILD BECAUSE  
OF THE INSTITUTION‘

‘I DON’T AGREE THAT HE  
DIED BY SUICIDE’

‘THEY HAVEN’T SHOWN US  
CCTV FOOTAGE’ 

I was trying to call my son Krishna 
after receiving a message from him 
that he wasn’t feeling well. I replied, 
asking if he had taken any medicine. I 
never imagined that would be our last 
exchange. I lost my child because of the 
institution. I am shattered and com-
pletely devastated. When my brother 
arrived at my home, I told him I hadn’t heard back. I as-
sumed Krishna might be busy in the library, preparing for 
his exams. But the next morning, my brother called again, 
concerned. My daughter, who lives in Noida, suggested I 
check with the hostel warden. My brother managed to find 
the contact number and spoke to the warden
— Manisha Poddar, mother 

Three incidents of suicide in the last 
few months – all of them following the 
same pattern. We asked the institu-
tion to show us CCTV footages, but it 
was not shown to us. Krishna did not 
come out of his room for around 8-12 
hours or more. If we had not called, his 
body may have remained in the room 
for more time. We have come to know that Krishna had 
approached a counsellor at college on April 26, but the 
institution did not inform his parents
— Manish Poddar, uncle  

EXCERPTS FROM BITS GOA  
STATEMENT ON FRIDAY

BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa Campus is deeply shaken at the 
tragic loss of Krishna Kasera… This heartbreaking loss has 
left all of us shattered and in deep sorrow… The campus 
authorities are in close coordination with the police, who 
have taken charge of the situation. We are fully cooper-
ating with them to ensure all necessary steps are being 
taken appropriately. BITS Pilani is conducting an internal 
inquiry in this matter.” (see page 3 for full statement)

THREE STUDENT SUICIDES IN  
5 MONTHS AT BITS, GOA 

Dec 10, 2024: Om Priyansh Singh, a second year student 
of MSc Physics and a native of Delhi
March 7, 2025: Atharva Desai, 
of Bagwada, Assnora, 
Bicholim
May 1, 2025: Krishna 
Kasera, a second-
year student from 
Lucknow 

MENTAL STRESS AND 
STUDENT SUICIDES PG 6

SUICIDE SWINGS FOCUS 
ON ALL-ROUND  

PRESSURE, CLASSROOM 
TO HOME PG 3
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PANJIM: In a significant 
policy reversal, the Goa 
government has officially 
scrapped its much-pub-
licised free water supply 
scheme, effective May 1, 
2025. The announcement 
was made through a notifi-
cation issued by U P Parse-
kar, Principal Chief Engi-
neer of the Public Works 
Department and Ex Officio 
Additional Secretary to the 
Government of Goa.

The scheme, launched 
in September 2021, was 
a flagship initiative of 
Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant, who had declared 
that Goa would become 
the first State in India 
to provide water free of 
cost to its citizens. Under 
the initiative, households 
consuming less than 16 
cubic meters of water per 
month were exempted 
from paying water bills. 

At the time, the Chief 
Minister had claimed that 
the move would benefit 
around 60% of house-
holds, especially those 
in flats and complexes, 
significantly easing their 
monthly financial burden.

However, the State has 
now rolled back this bene-

fit, citing no official reason 
in the notification. With 
the termination of the ze-
ro-bill provision, every 
household in Goa will now 
be billed for water usage 
regardless of consumption 
levels. The move is expect-
ed to impact nearly half of 
the State’s population who 
had availed the subsidy.

Meanwhile, Leader of 
Opposition Yuri Alemao 
condemned the roll-back, 
calling it a blow to citizens 
already grappling with 
inflation. "I strongly con-
demn this decision, which 
will only add to the finan-
cial burden on citizens 
during a time of high in-
flation. What’s next? Will 
they hike power tariffs as 
well? It’s shameful that 
this government seems 
so insensitive towards the 
common man," Alemao 
stated in a post on X.

FREE WATER 
MIRAGE

 Every household in 
Goa will now be billed 
for water usage regard-
less of consumption 
levels

 The move is expected 
to impact nearly half of 
the State’s population 

Goa’s free water 
scheme evaporates

First state to offer free water, now first to revoke it
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PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Friday direct-
ed authorities not to deport 
to Pakistan six members of 
a family, who allegedly over-
stayed their visa, till their citi-
zenship claim is verified.

A bench of Justices Surya 
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh 
without fixing any specific 
timeline asked the author-
ities to verify the identity 
documents such as pass-
ports, Aadhaar card, pan 
card, etc, of the family and 
other relevant facts, which 
are brought to their notice.

"In the peculiar facts and 
circumstances of this case, 
authorities may not take co-
ercive action till an appro-
priate decision is taken. If 
petitioners are dissatisfied 
by the final decision, they 
can approach J&K&L HC. 
Order not to be treated as 
precedent," the bench said.

The family, which lives in 
Kashmir and whose sons 
work in Bengaluru, faced 
deportation to Pakistan 
following the Pahalgam 
terror attack in which 26 
people lost their lives.

Observing that the issue 
involves a human angle, 
the bench gave the family 
the liberty to approach the 
Jammu and Kashmir high 
court in case they are ag-
grieved by the document 
verification order.

SC protects family facing 
deportation to Pakistan

Asks authorities to verify documents
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