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PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Re-
serve Bank of India’s (RBI) 
instructions on revised Auto-
mated Teller Machine (ATM) 
usage cost have come into 
effect from Thursday under 
which banks can charge Rs 
23 per cash withdrawal once 
a customer exhausts the free 
permissible limit in a month.

Earlier, banks were al-
lowed to charge up to Rs 21 
per such transaction.

Customers are eligible for 
five free transactions (inclu-

sive of financial and non-fi-
nancial transactions) every 
month from their own bank 
ATMs.

They are also eligible for 
free transactions (inclusive 
of financial and non-finan-
cial transactions) from oth-
er bank ATMs— three trans-
actions in metro centres and 
five in non-metro centres.

On March 28, the RBI had 
issued a circular on ‘Usage of 
Automated Teller Machines 
/ Cash Recycler Machines – 

Review of Interchange Fee 
and Customer Charges’.

“Beyond the free trans-
actions, a customer may be 
charged a maximum fee of 
Rs 23 per transaction. This 
shall be effective from May 1, 
2025,” the RBI’s circular said.

The revised instructions 
also apply to transactions 
done at cash recycler ma-
chines (other than for cash 
deposit transactions).

ATM usage charge hiked by Rs 2

Cont on Pg 11 >>
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Green panel’s pollution lens 
on Velsao fish mortality 
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MARGAO: Resolving to col-
laborate closely in mount-
ing a concerted opposition 
to Konkan Railway Corpo-
ration’s (KRC) bid to enter 
the rent-a-bike market, 
stakeholders on Saturday 
unanimously decided to 
unite and mobilise efforts 
to halt the tender floated by 
the corporation by reaching 
out to the Union Minister 
concerned and Chief Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant. 

At the meeting held in 
Benaulim on Saturday, 
South Goa rent-a-bike own-
ers and other stakeholders 
expressed concerns about 
the potential impact on 
their businesses and re-
solved to create awareness 
on the issue. 

Recognising the gravity 
of the situation, it was re-
solved to organise a similar 
gathering in North Goa, ten-

tatively on May 26, to brief 
rent-a-bike owners from 
the district on the issue.

Benaulim MLA Venzy Vie-
gas, said, “First and foremost, 
we need to halt the tender 
floated by KRC, and for this, 
stakeholders must reach out 
to the Union Minister.”

He later informed the 
gathering that letters re-
garding the issue have 
already been sent to the 
Chief Secretary and the 

Chief Minister. 
“There is fear and anx-

iety in the minds of local 
stakeholders and their 
families at large that the 
KRC’s tender will spell 
doom for their tradi-
tional business,” he said, 
demanding that the KRC 
should have a dialogue 
with local stakeholders. 

It was unanimously re-
solved to form teams dedi-
cated to create awareness on 

the issue at the village level. 
Rock Fernandes, a taxi 

owner, said that tourism in 
Goa serves no purpose if 
it fails to benefit the local 
population. 

TRIFECTA OF TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

A scooterist at Porvorim breaks three traffic rules simultaneously - weaving in and out of traffic 

on the wrong lane, he is seen riding without a helmet while chatting away on his cellphone, 

putting himself and other road-users at risk

SAGUN GAWADE

Rent-a-bike owners vow to flatten KRC tender

To seek Union min and Sawant’s intervention to stop corporation’s bid to enter 

rent-a-bike market; want KRC to have a dialogue with local stakeholders

South Goa rent-a-bike owners and other stakeholders at the 

meeting held in Benaulim, on Saturday

Resolve to collaborate 
closely in mounting a con-

certed opposition to KRC’s 

bid to enter the rent-a-bike 

market
To organise a meeting in 

North Goa, tentatively on 
May 26, to brief rent-a-bike 

owners from the district on 

the issue

Want KRC to have a 
dialogue with local stake-
holders 

Unanimously resolve to 

form teams dedicated to 
create awareness on the 
issue at the village level

MOUNTING A 
CONCERTED 
OPPOSITION

PTI, NEW DELHI:  An es-
timated voter turnout of 
59.92 per cent was record-
ed in the sixth phase of the 
Lok Sabha elections on Sat-
urday in 58 constituencies 
across six states and two 
Union territories with the 
polling percentage in the 
Jangal Mahal region of West 
Bengal touching 78.27.

Incidents of violence, in-
cluding an alleged assault 
on a BJP candidate, minor 
clashes and protests were 
reported from West Bengal 
while there were instances of 
EVM malfunctioning at some 
places, including Delhi.  

Jharkhand recorded a turn-
out of 63.30 per cent, Uttar 
Pradesh 54.03 per cent, Bihar 
55.24 per cent, Jammu and 
Kashmir 53.38 per cent, Har-
yana 59.43 per cent, Odisha 
61.44 and Delhi 56.12 per cent, 
according to the figures updat-
ed at 10.30 pm by the EC on its 
voter turnout app.

The EC said polling 
percentage in the Anant-
nag-Rajouri seat in Jammu 
and Kashmir is the highest 
in 40 years.

With the conclusion of 
this phase, polling is now 
complete in 486 seats in 
28 States and Union Terri-

tories. The last of the sev-
en phases of polling in 57 
seats is scheduled on June 
1 and counting of votes will 
be taken up on June 4. 

With large parts of India 
sweltering under a heat-
wave, arrangements for cold 
water, coolers, fans and tents 
were made at several polling 
stations. Wheelchairs were 
also kept for the assistance of 
elderly voters.

The EC had directed elec-
tion officials and state ma-
chineries to take adequate 
measures to manage the ad-
verse impact of hot weather.

More on Pg 7>> 

59.92 % voter turnout for 

6th phase LS polls

PTI, PUNE:  Pune Po-
lice on Saturday arrested 
the grandfather of the 
17-year-old involved in a 
car crash here that killed 
two persons while claim-
ing that both the teenag-
er’s father and grandfa-
ther put pressure on the 
family’s driver to take 
blame for the accident by 
offering him money and 
giving threats.

The teenager's grand-
father Surendra Agarwal 
was arrested for `illegal 
confinement' of the driv-
er, and a court subse-
quently remanded him 

in police custody till May 
28. The minor’s father, 
in judicial custody in 
another case registered 
in connection with the 

May 19 accident, too was 
named in the First Infor-
mation Report.

Minor’s grandfather held; police say family 

put pressure on driver to take blame

Teen’s grandfather Surendra Agarwal arrested for ‘illegal confinement' 

of the driver; Pune police say teen’s dad and grandfather also offered 

the driver money and threatened him

PORSCHE 
CRASH CASE

Police Commissioner 
Amitesh Kumar said that 
after the accident, the 
driver gave a statement at 

Yerawada PS that he was 
at the wheel. But it was 
revealed that the teen was 

driving the car

Kumar said that after 
the driver left the Police 
Station, the teen’s father, 
Vishal Agarwal and his 
grandfather whisked 
him in a car to his house, 

confiscated his phone and 

confined him there

He was pressured to give 

a statement to police as per 

their directions and was 
offered gifts and cash for 
owning up the crash of the 

Porsche driven by the teen-

ager, and also threatened

The Agarwal family 
offered to pay the driver ‘   

any amount he quoted’ 

His wife reached the place 

the next day and freed him

AGARWALS OFFERED TO PAY DRIVER ‘ANY AMOUNT’

Team Herald

PANJIM:  The Agasaim Po-
lice have registered a case 
against two women for 
abusing and assaulting a 
young doctor on duty at 
the Goa Medical College 
and Hospital (GMCH), 
Bambolim.

According to the police, 
the incident occurred on 
May 22 between 7 pm and 
9.30 pm, when Dr Shub-
ham Prabhudesai had 
gone in the GMC’s medi-
cine ward. A woman iden-
tified a Z Fernandes from 
Alto, Mapusa and another 
unknown woman en-
tered into an argument 
with the doctor over the 
treatment to the patient, 
who is the father of one of 
the assailants.

Fernandes abused the 
complainant in filthy lan-
guage and pulled the shirt 
and hand of Dr Prabhu-
desai and other unknown 

woman removed her slip-
pers and made gesture to 
hit the complainant there-
by obstructing the doctor, 
while discharging his law-
ful duties.

Though the exact reason 
as to why the accused as-
saulted the doctor was not 
immediately known, it is 
learnt that the complainant 
had told them that he was an 
emergency doctor and that 
they can air their grievances 
to the treating doctor.

The Agasaim Police 
registered a case against 
both the women under 
Sections 504, 352, 186, 
and 353 read with 34 
IPC. The police have is-
sued a notice of appear-
ance under Section 41 
CrPC to Z Fernandes. 

PSI Swapnil Naik is con-
ducting investigations un-
der the guidance of Aga-
saim PI Anant Gaonkar. 

Two women booked for 

assaulting GMC doctor

Team Herald

PANJIM: It was a matter of 
pride for Goa as 41-year-
old Pankaj Narvekar, a 
resident of Porvorim and 
an assistant engineer at 
Public Works Department 
(PWD), became the first 
Goan to climb Mount Ever-
est on May 21. 

Narvekar, a veteran moun-
taineer, has been involved in 
scaling peaks since 2015 and 
this is undoubtedly the icing 
on the cake for Narvekar. 
Since 2015, he had success-
fully climbed peaks like Mt 
Kamet (7,750 m), Mt Kun 
(7,077 m), Mt Kang Yatse-I 

and II (6400 m and 6250 m) 
to name a few, all situated 
across the country. 

Speaking to O Heraldo 
from Kathmandu,  Narvekar 

said, “I have always been 
attracted to a life of ad-
venture and it made logi-
cal sense to upgrade and 
move into mountaineering. 

My daughter Gunjan had 
climbed three mountains, 
which were over 6,000 me-
tres, in 62 hours and set a 
world record.”

Preparation for the assault 
on Mt Everest meant a lot of 
strenuous work. He prepared 

for a year-and-a half to two 
years for this expedition. 

GOA’S PRIDE: Pankaj Narvekar first Goan 

to conquer Mount Everest

41-year-old Porvorim resident achieved the feat on May 21; plans another 

trip to Mt Everest without supplemental oxygen or gas cylinder
I have always been 
attracted to a life 

of adventure and it 
made logical sense to 
upgrade and move into 
mountaineering. My 
daughter Gunjan had 
climbed three mountains, 

which were over 6,000 
metres in 62 hours and set 

a world record

— Pankaj Narvekar 
to O Heraldo from 
Kathmandu

A LIFE FULL OF 
ADVENTURE
Pankaj Narvekar had suc-

cessfully climbed peaks 

like Mt Kamet (7,750 m), 

Mt Kun (7,077 m), Mt Kang 

Yatse-I and II (6400 m and 

6250 m) to name a few, 

all situated across the 

country

GOA MY LOVE: Pankaj Narvekar displays ‘I love Goa’ banner 

after scaling the summit

FREDDY FERNANDES
freddy@herald-goa.com

VELSAO: Expressing 
fear over the widespread 
fish mortality along the 
Pale-Velsao shore, tradi-
tional fishermen and res-
idents of Velsao have ac-
cused Paradeep Phosphates 
Ltd (formerly Zuari Agro 
Chemicals Ltd) of discharg-
ing untreated industrial ef-
fluents into the Arabian Sea. 

Claiming that this pol-
lution is allegedly the root 
cause behind the fish mor-
tality, the traditional Goan 
fishing community, which 
is solely dependent on 
fishing, has requested the 
Goa State Pollution Control 
Board (GSPCB) to intervene 
and take stringent action 
against the violators.  

Over the past two days, 
the bay as well as the brack-
ish water rivulet known as 
Poiem at Dando, Velsao, 
have witnessed a signifi-
cant number of dead fish.

The impact of this eco-
logical disaster extends 
beyond just economic loss. 
Fresh fish, a local delicacy 
and a vital source of suste-
nance, is now in short sup-
ply, affecting not only the 
livelihoods of the fishing 
community, but also the 
large village population, 
particularly those from the 

OBC & ST communities.
The community elders 

lament that such environ-
mental transgressions have 
become all too common in 
recent years. 

Goenche Ramponkaran-
cho Ekvott (GRE) and Goen-
cho Ekvott (GE), along with 
allied groups, have called 
for urgent action from the 
authorities.

Agnelo Rodrigues, 
President of Goenchea 
Ramponkarancho Ekvott 
(GRE), stated, “Every year 
they release the effluents. 
The waste is accumulated 
near their wall inside the 
plant. When it rains, the 
effluent drains through 
the pipes into the rivulet 
and the sea. They have 
laid pipes for the effluents 

to seep into the sea, which 
has been taking place for 
many years and this has 
resulted in fish mortality. 
We have filed many com-
plaints. GPSCB officials 
come, take samples, but 
the report is zero. There is 
no help from any govern-
ment, whether Congress 
or BJP. They have polluted 
the entire village.”

Recalling the pollution 
caused by the erstwhile 
Zuari Agro Chemical Lim-
ited, Rodrigues said, “The 
factory was brought in by 
the Maharashtrawadi Go-
mantak Party. We had start-
ed the movement under 
Matanhy Saldanha in the 

1973. They had built a huge 
tank and were releasing the 
effluent into that tank. That 
started leaking and the 
groundwater and all wells 
were polluted. After that 
they had promised to sup-
ply clean water to the entire 
village by laying a pipeline. 
Gradually, part by part, over a 
period of time, they removed 
the pipeline. It now exists 
only at a few places.”

Fisherman Agnelo Fer-
nandes said, “Lots of fish 
have died. Every year Zuari 
(the factory) causes a loss 
to us. We make a living 
based on fishing. We don’t 
even get fish to eat. They 
have been harassing us 
for so many years, but no 
one is taking action. We 
request the authorities to 
take immediate action in 
this matter.”

Joaquim Fernandes, 
who ekes out a living on 
fishing, said, “By releas-
ing effluents, Zuari (the 
factory) has destroyed 
the fish. Now we do not 
get to catch any fish. We 
request the Chief Minister 
to take action. When the 
sea is rough, we fish in the 
rivulet at Dando. Now, we 
don’t get any fish in the 
rivulet since it is dead due 
to discharge of effluents.”

Untreated effluents cause widespread 

fish mortality at Velsao bay, rivulet
Fishing community blames Paradeep Phosphates Ltd for discharging untreated effluents 

into the Arabian Sea; calls on GSPCB to intervene and take stringent action against 

violators; company says its entire waste is connected to the effluent treatment plant

THE FISHERMEN’S DEMANDS
The GSPCB should swiftly intervene by visiting the 

affected areas, collecting water and fish samples and make 

their findings public 

The GSPCB should enforce stringent measures on the 

alleged violator to prevent future contamination of the Ara-

bian Sea and ensure that such violations are not repeated

Team Herald

PONDA: Sports Minister 
Govind Gaude is in the 
news again for launching a 
scathing attack on his own 
government. 

Stating that it was wrong 
on the part of the govern-
ment to use the tribal com-
munities only for votes, he 
said that the tribal com-
munities need to intensify 
their agitation to get their 
demands fulfilled. 

Gaude said that sever-
al demands of the tribals 
are still pending with 
the government. 

Gaude also felt the ab-
sence of Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant at the ‘Pre-
rana Din’ commemoration 
hosted by Directorate of 
Tribal Welfare at Rajiv Gan-
dhi Kala Mandir, Ponda, in 

memory of late Dilip Velip 
and Mangesh Gaonkar. 

He observed that the CM 
should have been present for 
the function and added that 
few leaders, who had never 
contributed towards the agita-
tion, are misguiding the youth.

He said that United Tribals 
Association Alliance (UTTA) 
needs to intensify their ag-
itation to get the demands 
fulfilled. 

UTAA president Prakash 
Velip while also stating 
that he was upset by the 
Chief Minister’s absence at 
the ‘Prerana Din’ commem-
oration, pointed out that 
the political reservation for 
Scheduled Tribes and fulfil-
ment of pending demands 
must be done before the 
next assembly elections. 

Gaude warns govt of 
tribal agitation

Says the State’s tribal communities 

are being used only for votes

Dead fish was found washed ashore at Velsao bay on Saturday

HERALD PIC
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Tribunal takes note of May 2024 O Heraldo 
report; GSPCB says it got a bank guarantee 

of Rs 25 lakh from Zuarinagar company

Team Herald

PANJIM: Taking note of O Heraldo 
report on the untreated effluents 
causing widespread fish mortality 
at Velsao Bay rivulet, the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT), Western Zone 
Bench, Pune has disposed of an appli-
cation regarding fish mortality at the 
rivulet after the Goa 
State Pollution Control 
Board (GSPCB) stated 
that it levied EDC (En-
vironmental Damage 
Compensation) to the 
extent of Rs 12,37,500 
and obtained a bank guarantee of 
Rs 25 lakh from the Paradeep Phos-
phates Ltd, Zuarinagar.

The Tribunal was hearing a suo 
motu application of a news item “Un-
treated effluents cause widespread 
fish mortality at Velsao bay rivulet” 
published by O Heraldo dated May 
26, 2024.

The GSPCB in its affidavit stated 
there was no role of the Paradeep 
Phosphates Ltd found in mortality of 

the fish, and it appears to be the only 
one-off incident even as it stated that 
initially pollution was found at the site 
due to the activities of the fertiliser 
company, pursuant to which EDC of Rs 
12,37,500 and a bank guarantee of Rs 
25 lakh was taken from them.

The GSPCB had submitted that dur-
ing their inspection, fish was found 

dead, but that was 
only one case as the 
occurrence was re-
ported in the news-
paper and thereafter, 
no such incident had 
happened at the site, 

which was being attributed to the ac-
tivities of the company.

The GSPCB in its affidavit stated 
that in view of the incidents of fish 
mortality at Velsao bay rivulet, it 
conducted site inspections of the 
unit of M/s Paradeep Phosphates 
located at Zuarinagar, Sancoale, on 
May 26, June 8, July 13 and August 
16, last year. 

Cont on Pg 11 >>

Second student 
suicide in 2 months 
at BITS Goa campus
Team Herald 

VASCO: Tragedy has struck 
the BITS Pilani campus in 
Zuarinagar, Goa, for the 
second time in less than 
two months, as another 
student died by suicide 
on Thursday morning, 
prompting serious concern 
among students, faculty, 
and local authorities.

The body of Krishna Ka-
sera, a 20-year-old student 
from Lucknow, was discov-
ered in a suspected suicide 
case. The Verna Police re-
sponded to the incident 
around 10.30 am, regis-
tering a case of unnatural 
death under Section 194 of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta (BNS). The investigation 
is currently underway, led 
by PI Anand Shirodkar and 
Mormugao DySP Gurudas 
Kadam.

This incident comes just 
weeks after a similar case 
rocked the same campus. 
On March 5, Atharv Desai, 
also 20, was found dead 
in his hostel room follow-
ing what authorities later 
confirmed as suicide. De-
sai, a resident of Bicholim 

and the son of an Army 
dental surgeon, had cel-
ebrated his birthday just 
two days prior. Desai was 
reportedly preparing for 
semester exams that be-
gan on March 3. Accord-
ing to the institute, fellow 
students alerted authori-
ties after finding his room 
locked and unresponsive. 
A postmortem conducted 
at South Goa District Hos-
pital confirmed death by 
asphyxia due to neck con-
striction.

May 1: 20-year-old 
Krishna Kasera from 
Lucknow died by 
suicide
March 5: Atharv Desai, 
20, found dead in his 
hostel room following 
what authorities later 
confirmed as suicide. 
Desai was a resident 
of Bicholim and the 
son of an Army dental 
surgeon

Cont on Pg 11 >>

CAUSE FOR CONCERN

Team Herald 

PANJIM: A Gujarat Police 
team swooped in on liq-
uor store owner Saiesh 
Sawant from Mapusa late 
on Wednesday and arrest-
ed him in connection with 
a bootlegging case, leading 
to howls of protest from the 
Goa Liquor Traders Associ-
ation, which has called the 
action an overreach and de-
manded protection from the 
State government.

Authorities in Gujarat 
claim Sawant supplied liq-
uor to an accused who was 
later apprehended for ille-
gally transporting alcohol 
into the dry state, where 
prohibition laws are strictly 
enforced.

However, Dattaprasad 
Naik, President of Goa Liq-
uor Traders Association, 
claimed that a customer had 
bought liquor from Ramesh 
Wines, a store owned by 
Sawant, and had transport-
ed it to Gujarat, where he 
was caught by the police. 
“It is not our lookout where 

a customer takes liquor 
bottles purchased in Goa. 
We have not facilitated the 
transport. We only sell liq-
uor bottles by adhering to 
the Goa Excise Act,” Naik 
added.

The association also al-
leged that the arrest was 
carried out without a tran-
sit warrant or coordination 
with local authorities. “This 
is a clear violation of the 
Goa Excise Act,” said Naik. 
“As per the law, no excise of-

ficial or police from anoth-
er state can enter licensed 
premises in Goa without  
being accompanied by a 
local excise officer. That 
protocol was completely  
ignored.”

Naik emphasised that 
Goan traders cannot be 
held accountable for where 
customers take liquor after 
purchase. “We sell liquor in 
full compliance with the Goa 
Excise Act. We do not facili-
tate or encourage transport 
of alcohol across state bor-
ders,” he said.

The incident has sparked 
broader concerns among 
liquor vendors in Goa, who 
say this is not an isolated 
case. Naik recalled a sim-
ilar attempt in November 
last year, when police from 
Dodamarg, Maharash-
tra tried to detain anoth-
er Mapusa trader, Dinesh 
Kenaudekar, after seizing 
liquor being taken into Ma-
harashtra during election 
season.

This (the arrest) is a 
clear violation of the 

Goa Excise Act. As per the 
law, no excise official or 
police from another state 
can enter licensed 
premises in Goa without 
being accompanied by a 
local excise officer. That 
protocol was completely 
ignored

Dattaprasad Naik, 
President of Goa Liquor 
Traders Association

Liquor trader 
whisked off by 
Gujarat police

Association claims Mapusa merchant was 
held without informing local cops or a 

transit warrant, meets CM to seek release 

Cont on Pg 11 >>

CASTE CENSUS: HISTORY, POLITICS AND POSSIBLE IMPACT
In a major policy shift, the Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs (CCPA) on April 30 
approved inclusion of caste data in the next national Census. What you need to know:

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
 India’s census, held every 10 

years, has been conducted 15 
times since 1872, with the last 
full enumeration completed in 
2011

 The 2021 census was post-
poned due to the COVID-19 
pandemic 

 Caste was enumerated in 
censuses from 1881 to 1931; the 
1941 census included caste data 
but it was never published due 
to World War II

 Post-Independence, censuses 
since 1951 recorded data only 
on SCs and STs as per 1948 
Census Act

 The 2011 Socio Economic and 
Caste Census (SECC), conducted 
under UPA, collected caste data 
but never released it publicly

STATE-LEVEL PRECEDENTS
 Bihar released comprehensive caste 

survey data in 2023, triggering re-
newed calls for national enumeration

 Congress-ruled Telangana and Kar-
nataka also conducted similar surveys; 
Karnataka’s data was tabled in April 
2025, a decade after it was  
commissioned

WHY NOW
 The Congress and allies have long 

demanded caste census, arguing it 
is key to social justice and equitable 
policy design

 Rahul Gandhi has claimed BJP’s 
U-turn is a vindication of opposition’s 
campaign

 The BJP’s decision comes after it 
failed to secure simple majority in 
2024 Lok Sabha elections, where OBC 
and SC voters played pivotal role

 Announcement comes ahead of the 
Bihar Assembly polls, where caste is 
central to voter alignment

 Releasing caste 
data could trigger 

demands for quotas beyond the Supreme 
Court’s 50% cap on reservations

 Mere collection of data meaningless 
unless it is used for policy reforms or 
reservation realignment

 The govt yet to announce a timeline 
for the census

CHALLENGES

More on Pg 7 >>

Focus on equal  
status for Romi Lipi

MARGAO: Hundreds of Romi Konkani 
supporters thronged Ravindra Bhavan, 
Margao, under the Global Konknni Fo-
rum (GKF) banner to demand equal sta-
tus for the Romi script under Goa’s Offi-
cial Language Act. GKF president Antonio 
Alvares stated the government has long 
ignored Romi Konkani speakers. Move-
ment founder Domnic Fernandes clari-
fied their focus is on equal status for the 
Romi script, not against any other script. 

Team Herald

PANJIM: It’s over a month, 
there appears to be no 
solution to their problem 
as the residents of Vodlem 
Bhat and Borbhat in Talei-
gao constituency continue 
to receive contaminat-
ed water with the Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
yet to plug the leakage 
point where the drinking 
water is getting mixed 
with ‘sewage’.

According to the res-
idents, it’s been over a 
month that they have 

been receiving dirty wa-
ter in their taps with no 
solution in sight. Though 
PWD has dug roads at 
various locations in 

these wards, the depart-
ment’s efforts have not  
materialised.

A month later, PWD 
still clueless,Taleigao 

locals get ‘sewage water’
Agitated Vodlem Bhat & Borbhat residents 

complain of dirty and stinking water

Our problem has not been 
solved yet. We visited the PWD 

with bottles of the bad quality of 
water we receive. The PWD officials 
visited us and went by just stating 
that work is in progress. The water 
we receive is dirty and stinking
– Libereta Fernandes, a resident 
of one of the affected wards

The work of replacing the pipeline will 
start tomorrow. Preliminaries have 

been done today. Health officer has issued 
notices to some buildings for letting sewage 
into the open drains. Water supply to 
Borbhat and Vodlem Bhat has been stopped 
temporarily and tankers have been pressed 
into service to ensure supply to these areas
– Senior PWD official
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A road dug up by 
PWD in Taleigao 

UPENDRA NAIK

Hundreds gathered in Lt Vinay Narwal’s hometown of Karnal to 
celebrate his life by taking part in a blood donation camp

PTI, KARNAL (HARYA-
NA): “We don’t want people 
going after Muslims and 
Kashmiris,” Himanshi Nar-
wal said on Thursday, stoic 
and firm as she mourned 
her husband, Naval officer 
Lt Vinay Narwal, who was 
gunned down in Pahalgam 
just 10 days ago. He would 
have been 27 today.

A week after Narwal’s 
ashes were immersed in 
Ganga, hundreds of peo-
ple gathered in Karnal, the 
naval officer’s hometown, 
to celebrate his life by tak-
ing part in a blood dona-
tion camp.“We want peace 
and justice. People who 
have done wrong with him 
should be punished,” said 
Himanshi, who got married 
to Lt Narwal just a week 
before the April 22 terror 
attack.

The couple was on their 
honeymoon in Pahalgam 
when terrorists shot the 
Naval officer at point blank. 
Wiping tears off her face, 
Himanshi offered floral 
tributes to her late husband 

and blew a kiss to his pho-
tograph. The Naval officer’s 
mother also kissed her 
son’s photo and paid him 
respect with folded hands.

Narwal’s sister, Shristi 
expressed her gratitude to 
people who participated in 
the blood donation camp. 
“I want to thank everyone 
who travelled from far to 
come here to donate blood. 
We have been receiving 
messages too. People have 
responded enthusiastical-
ly (to the blood donation 
camp). The government has 

also done a lot,” Shristi said.
The camp was organised 

by Karnal-based NGO Na-
tional Integrated Forum 
of Artists and Activists 
(NIFAA). Various speak-
ers while addressing the 
gathering said the late of-
ficer dedicatedly served 
his nation while in service 
and will continue to live in 
everyone’s hearts forever.

‘A youth who was sup-
posed to serve the coun-
try for many years was 
snatched away by terror-
ism. A soldier on the bat-
tleground saves people’s 
life by shedding blood. We 
are today donating blood in 
his honour to save people’s 
lives,” Chairperson of NIFAA 
Pritpal Singh Pannu said.

Narwal’s mother and wife 
Himanshi became teary eyed 
as tributes were being paid 
to the Naval officer at the 
camp. One of the attendees 
who donated blood at the 
camp said, “The nation will 
always be grateful to Narwal 
for his sacrifice. We can only 
pay our tributes by donating 
our blood but nobody can 
fill the void created by his 
death.”

Narwal was among the 
26 people  gunned down by 
terrorists at the Baisaran 
meadows in Pahalgam on 
April 22. Narwal was serv-
ing at the Southern Naval 
Command in Kochi for the 
past one-and-a-half years 
after joining the Navy in 
2022.

Don’t want people going 
after Muslims, Kashmiris: 

Martyred Navy officer’s wife 

We don’t want people going 
after Muslims and Kashmiris. 

We want peace and justice. People 
who have done wrong with him 
should be punished 
– Himanshi Narwal, wife of 
deceased Lt Vinay Narwal’s (left)

Lt Vinay 
Narwal


