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AP,  SEOUL:  An estimated 
4,700 North Korean sol-
diers have been killed or 
wounded while fighting 
alongside Russia against 
Ukrainian forces, South Ko-
rea's spy agency told law-
makers Wednesday.

The assessment came 
two days after North Korea 
confirmed for the first time 
that it had sent combat 
troops to help Russia re-
capture parts of the Kursk 
region, which it lost control 
of to a surprise Ukrainian 
incursion last year.

In a closed-door parlia-
mentary committee brief-
ing, South Korea's National 
Intelligence Service said 
North Korea had suffered 
4,700 casualties, including 
600 deaths, on the Rus-
sia-Ukraine battlefronts, 
according to Lee Seong 
Kweun, one of the lawmak-
ers who attended the meet-
ing.

Lee told reporters the 
NIS said that 2,000 injured 
North Korean soldiers were 
repatriated to North Korea 
by air or train between Jan-
uary and March. He cited 
the NIS as saying the dead 
North Korean soldiers were 
cremated in Russia before 
their remains were sent 
back home.

In January, the NIS said 
about 300 North Korean 
soldiers had died and an-
other 2,700 had been in-
jured, and the South Korean 
military increased the esti-
mated casualties to 4,000 
last month.

On Monday, North Korea 
announced that leader Kim 

Jong Un had decided to dis-
patch troops to “annihilate 
and wipe out the Ukrainian 
neo-Nazi occupiers and lib-
erate the Kursk area  in co-
operation with the Russian 
armed forces.”

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin later issued 
a statement thanking North 
Korea and promising not 
to forget the sacrifices of 
North Korean soldiers.

Both Kim and Putin said 
the North Korean deploy-
ment was made under their 
countries' landmark 2024 
defence treaty, which re-
quires each side to provide 
aid if the other is attacked. 

The US, South Korea and 

their partners say North 
Korea has been supplying 
vast amounts of conven-
tional weapons to replenish 
Russia's depleted stocks as 
well. They suspect Russia is 
providing North Korea with 
military and economic as-
sistance in return.

US, South Korean and 
Ukraine officials have said 
North Korea dispatched 
10,000-12,000 troops to 
Russia last fall. South Ko-
rea's military said in March 
that North Korea sent about 
3,000 additional troops to 
Russia earlier this year.

During its Wednesday 
briefing, the NIS said it as-
sessed that Russia has giv-
en North Korea air defence 
missiles, electronic warfare 
equipment, drones and 
technology for spy satellite 
launches, according to Kim 
Byung-kee, another law-
maker who attended the 
NIS briefing.
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PTI, LONDON:  The UK's 
Royal Air Force (RAF) 
participated in a joint 
operation with US forces 
against a Houthi military 
target in Yemen, Brit-
ain's Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) said in a statement 
on Wednesday.

The MoD said the 
strikes on Tuesday 
were in line with the 
UK's long-standing pol-
icy since the Houthi re-
bels initiated attacks in 
the Red Sea in Novem-
ber 2023, killing inno-
cent sailors.

UK,US conduct joint airstrikes on 
Houthi military target in Yemen

AP, LOS ANGELES:  Former 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris plans to use a high-pro-
file speech Wednesday to 
sharply criticise President 
Donald Trump amid spec-
ulation about whether she 
will mount another presi-
dential campaign or opt to 
run for California governor.

Harris will address the 
20th anniversary gala for 
Emerge America, an or-
ganisation that recruits 
and trains Democratic 
women to run for office 
that grew in part from 
Harris' run for San Fran-
cisco district attorney in 
the early 2000s.

Her speech comes the 
day after Trump reached 
100 days in office. It is 
expected to be her most 
extensive public remarks 
since leaving office in Jan-
uary following her defeat 
to Trump, with planned 
critiques of the Republican 
president's handling of the 
economy, US institutions 
and foreign policy.

Harris is ramping up her 
public presence as Demo-
crats nationally search for a 
path forward after Novem-
ber's election, in which Re-
publicans also won control 
of Congress. While a slate 
of high-profile Democrats 
- from governors to busi-
nessmen - seek leadership 
roles within the party, the 
former vice president re-
tains unique influence and 

would reshape any future 
race she chooses to enter.

Harris, a former state 
attorney general and US 
senator from California, 
has not discouraged spec-
ulation that she might 
enter the race to replace 
term-limited Gov Gavin 
Newsom, himself a poten-
tial contender for presi-
dent. And she has not ruled 
out another run for the 
White House.

She continues to fund-
raise, using a joint commit-
tee that includes Harris for 
President, the Democratic 
National Committee and 
state Democratic parties. 
The committee, the Har-
ris Victory Fund, reported 
having about USD 4.5 mil-
lion on hand at the end of 
March, according to federal 
records.

In recent fundraising 
emails, Harris has been blunt 
about the need for Demo-
crats to unify ahead of the 
2026 midterm elections.

Kamala Harris plans 
speech sharply criticising 
Donald Trump’s policies

India bans Pakistan airlines from using Indian airspace

PTI, NEW DELHI: India on 
Wednesday closed its air-
space for flights operated 
by Pakistan airlines in a 
fresh retaliatory move amid 
escalating tensions with 
the neighbouring country 
following the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack.

The Indian airspace will 
not be available for the air-
craft registered in Pakistan 
as well as for planes oper-
ated, owned or leased by 
Pakistan airlines and op-
erators. Also, the ban will 
be applicable for the mili-
tary aircraft of Pakistan, a 
senior government official 
said.

A Notice To Airmen (NO-
TAM) was issued by the 
Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) on Wednesday 
evening in this regard and 
it will be applicable till May 
23.

According to the official, 
the ban will come into force 
from 12 am on Thursday.

Generally, NOTAM is a no-
tice having essential infor-
mation for people involved 
in flight operations.

The latest move, part of 
various measures taken 
by the government against 
Pakistan in the wake of the 
Pahalgam terror attack that 
killed 26 people, comes a 

week after Pakistan closed 
its airspace for Indian car-
riers.

There are no direct 
flights between India and 
Pakistan.

Pakistan airlines use the 
Indian airspace for their 
flights to Singapore, Ma-
laysia and other East Asian 
countries.

A senior air traffic con-
troller (ATC) said there are 
not many Pakistan airline 
flights that use the Indian 
airspace.

On April 23, a day after 
the Pahalgam attack, India 
announced a raft of puni-
tive measures against Pa-

kistan including suspen-
sion of the Indus Waters 
Treaty, shutting down of 
the only operational land 
border crossing at Attari 
and downgrading of dip-
lomatic ties in view of 
cross-border links to the 
massacre.

In response, Pakistan 
shut its airspace to Indian 
airliners and suspended all 
trade with India, including 
through third countries. 
Pakistan rejected India's 
suspension of the Indus 
Waters Treaty and said 
any move to stop the flow 
of water will be seen as an 
"act of war".
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