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Mumbai Police 
Commissioner Vivek 
Phansalkar arrives for a 
'ceremonial sent off' on 
the day of his retirement, 
in Mumbai

President Droupadi 
Murmu with a group of 
specially-abled young 
adults from Umeed 
Vocational Training 
Centre, in New Delhi

Students celebrate their 
success after Assam Higher 
Secondary Education 
Council (AHSEC) declared 
class 12th results, in 
Nagaon district

Tribal artists perform 
during the celebration 
of ’Akshaya Tritiya’ in the 
Bengali month of Baisakh, 
at Daronda, in Birbhum 
district, West Bengal

LABORIOUS DAY

Labourers work at a bricks kiln on the eve of Labour Day, in Patna, Bihar

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
critically endangered 
Red-Crowned Roofed 
Turtle has been rein-
troduced in the Ganga 
river as part of the gov-
ernment's flagship pro-
gramme of cleaning the 
river and enhancing its 
biodiversity.  

In a post on X on 
Wednesday, Union Jal 
Shakti Minister C R 
Paatil said, 20 such 
turtles were released 
in Uttar Pradesh's Hai-
derpur Wetland On 
April 26.

It is a UNESCO 
Ramsar site near the 
Bijnor Ganga Barrage 
within the Hastinapur 
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

This human-made 
wetland was formed in 
1984 with the Madhya 
Ganga Barrage con-
struction on the river's 
floodplain.

Believed to be on the 
brink of extinction in 
north India, the Red-
Crowned Roofed Turtle 
has been reintroduced 
into the river through 
a carefully planned sci-
entific rehabilitation ef-
fort, the minister said.

He described it as an 

important milestone in 
restoring the ecolo-
gy of the Ganga river. 
According to his min-
istry, there has been 
no confirmed report 
of adult Red-Crowned 
Roofed turtle sighting 
in the main channel of 
the Ganga in the past 
30 years.

To make the reintro-
duction project a suc-
cess, each turtle has 
been fitted with track-
ing devices so that their 

movement patterns 
and progress in adapt-
ing to the environment 
can be monitored.

According to of-
ficials, the turtles 
were divided into two 
groups for the reintro-
duction process.

One group was re-
leased in the upstream 
of the Haiderpur Wet-
land barrage and the 
other on the down-
stream in the main 
channel of the Ganga to 
determine which meth-
od is more effective for 
turtle reintroduction, 
they said

The turtles would be 
tracked and monitored 
over the next two years.

Endangered Red-Crowned Roofed Turtle 
makes Ganga home again after 3 decades

It is a UNESCO Ramsar site near the Bijnor 
Ganga Barrage within the Hastinapur Wildlife 
Sanctuary. This human-made wetland was 
formed in 1984 with the Madhya Ganga Barrage 
construction on the river's floodplain

PTI, NEW DELHI:  India has 
warned Pakistan against its 
unprovoked firings along 
the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Jammu and Kashmir as 
the directors general of 
military operations of the 
two armies spoke on the 
hotline amid the escalating 
tensions over the Pahalgam 
terror attack.

Pakistan has been re-
sorting to firings on the In-
dian side of the LoC since 
Friday night in violation 
of a ceasefire understand-
ing and the Indian Army 
responded to them "ap-
propriately", according to 
military sources.

The directors general of 
military operations (DG-
MOs) held the conversa-
tion on Tuesday. It came as 
India mulls its options to 
respond to the April 22 Pa-
halgam terror attack that 
killed 26 people.

The Pakistan military has 
been warned against the 
unprovoked firings, people 
familiar with the DGMO 
talks said. The sources, 
however, described the ex-
changes over the hotline 
as "routine", saying it was 
a weekly conversation be-
tween the DGMOs that is 
held every Tuesday.

The Indian DGMO 

strongly took up the mat-
ter of ceasefire violations 
by the Pakistan military, 
the sources said.

In a significant move 
aimed at reducing tensions, 
the Indian and Pakistani ar-
mies on February 25, 2021 
announced that they would 
cease firing across the LoC 
while recommitting them-
selves to a 2003 ceasefire 
agreement.

The ceasefire under-
standing was broadly being 
adhered to till last week.

The sources said Paki-
stan military resorted to 
"unprovoked firings" us-
ing small arms from their 
posts across the LoC in 
Baramulla and Kupwara 

districts, and across the 
international border in the 
Pargwal sector on Tuesday 
night as well.

The Pakistan military 
has been put on high alert 
following India's assertion 
that it will hunt down the 
terrorists involved in the 
Pahalgam strike.

In a high-level meeting 
with the defence brass 
on Tuesday, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi as-
serted that the armed 
forces have "complete 
operational freedom" to 
decide on the mode, tar-
gets and timing of India's 
response to the terror 
attack, according to gov-
ernment sources.

The prime minister af-
firmed that it is a national 
resolve to deal a crushing 
blow to terrorism, they said.

A day after the Pahalgam 
attack, India on April 23 
announced a raft of puni-
tive measures against Paki-
stan including suspension 

of the Indus Waters Trea-
ty, shutting down of the 
only operation land bor-
der crossing at Attari and 
downgrading of diplomatic 
ties in view of cross-border 
links to the attack.

In response, Pakistan 
shut its airspace to Indi-

an airliners and suspend-
ed all trade with India, 
including through third 
countries. Pakistan reject-
ed India's suspension of 
the Indus Waters Treaty 
and said any move to stop 
the flow of water will be 
seen as an "act of war".

India warns Pakistan against unprovoked ceasefire 
violations along Line of Control in J&K

Security personnel at the Attari-Wagah border checkpost near 
Amritsar as part of heightened security measures following the 
Pahalgam terror attacks

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity (CCS), chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, is understood to 
have deliberated on the 
overall security situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir on 
Wednesday amid specu-
lations about India's pos-
sible retaliation to the 

Pahalgam terror attack in 
view of its cross border 
linkages.

The CCS meet was held 
at the prime minister's 
Lok Kalyan Marg resi-
dence, a day after he held 
a meeting with the top 
military brass and accord-
ed operational freedom to 
the armed forces on the 

"mode, targets and tim-
ing" of India's response 
to the April 22 attack that 
killed 26 people.

It was attended by De-
fence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, Home Minister Amit 
Shah and External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar, peo-
ple familiar with the mat-
ter said.

PTI, JALNA:  A young 
man from Jalna city in 
Maharashtra, who recent-
ly returned from Kashmir, 
has claimed that one of 
the suspected attackers 
in the Pahalgam terror 
case spoke to him a day 
before the carnage. 

“Hindu ho kya. You 
don't look like you are 
from Kashmir,” said 

786 PAKISTANIS EXIT INDIA; 1,465 INDIANS RETURN HOME FROM 
PAKISTAN AFTER VISA CANCELLATION

PTI, NEW DELHI:  As many as 
786 Pakistani nationals, includ-
ing 55 diplomats, their depen-
dents and support staff, besides 
eight Indians with Pakistani 
visa, have left India through the 
Attari-Wagah border crossing 
in the last six days following a 
government order in the wake 
of the Pahalgam terror attack, 
officials said.  A total of 1,465 
Indians, including 25 diplomats 
and officials, besides 151 Paki-
stani citizens with long-term In-
dian visas have crossed over to 
India from Pakistan through the 
international border crossing 
located in Punjab since April 24. The 'Leave India' notice to the Pakistani nationals was 
issued by the government after 26 people, mostly tourists, were killed by Pakistan-
linked terrorists in Pahalgam in Jammu and Kashmir on April 22. The deadline for exit-
ing India for those holding SAARC visas was April 26. For those carrying medical visas, 
the deadline was April 29. The deadline for 12 other categories of visas was April 27. 
These were visas on arrival and visas for business, film, journalist, transit, conference, 
mountaineering, student, visitor, group tourist, pilgrim and group pilgrims.

Women with Pakistani passports arrive to cross over 
to Pakistan, with their brother, with Indian passport, 
was stopped by authorities, at the Attari-Wagah border 
checkpost near Amritsar

Pahalgam terror attack: CCS 
reviews J-K security situation

Maharashtra man claims terror suspect 
spoke to him day before Pahalgam attack

Adarsh Raut, recalling his 
interaction with a man at a 
food stall in the Baisaran Val-
ley on April 21. 

Twenty-six people, most-
ly tourists, were killed and 
several were injured when 
terrorists opened fire at a 
meadow near the popular 
tourist town of Pahalgam in 

south Kashmir's Anantnag 
district on April 22.

Days after the massacre 
of tourists, security agen-
cies released sketches of 
three suspected attackers, 
and one of them matched 
the person who had spo-
ken to him, Raut told the 
media on Tuesday. 
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