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AP, DAMASCUS (SYRIA):  
At least 10 people were 
killed on Tuesday after 
clashes broke out in a sub-
urb of the Syrian capital 
between local gunmen 
belonging to the minority 
Druze sect and pro-govern-
ment fighters, a war mon-
itor and an activist group 
said.

Syrian Druze gunmen 
have clashed in recent 
weeks with government se-
curity forces and pro-gov-
ernment gunmen in the 
southern Damascus suburb 
of Jaramana.

Fighting broke out again 
around midnight Monday 
after an audio clip circulat-
ed on social media of a man 
criticising Islam's Prophet 
Muhammad.

The audio was attribut-
ed to a Druze cleric. But 
cleric Marwan Kiwan said 
in a video posted on so-
cial media that he was not 
responsible for the audio, 
which angered many Sunni 
Muslims.

“I categorically deny that 
the audio was made by me,” 
Kiwan said. “I did not say 
that, and whoever made it 
is an evil man who wants 

to incite strife between 
components of the Syrian 
people.”

The Interior Ministry 
said in a statement it was 
investigating the audio clip, 
adding that its initial probe 
showed the cleric was not 
responsible. The ministry 
urged people to abide by 
the law and not to act in a 
way that undermines secu-
rity.

The Druze religious 
leadership in Jaramana 
condemned the audio but 
blasted the “unjustified 
armed attack” on the sub-
urb. It urged the state to 
publicly clarify what hap-

pened.
“Why does this keep 

happening every now and 
then? It's as if there's no 
state or government in 
charge. They need to estab-
lish security checkpoints, 
especially in areas where 
they are tensions,” said Ja-
ramana resident Abu Tarek 
Zaaour.

The Britain-based Syri-
an Observatory for Human 
Rights said at least 10 peo-
ple were killed, four of them 
attackers and six Jaramana 
residents. The activist me-
dia collective Suwayda24 
said 11 people were killed 
and 12 were wounded.

Rayan Maarouf, edi-
tor-in-chief of Suwayda24, 
said gunmen were holding 
the attacker's bodies and 
talks are on the way to hand 
them over.

In late February, a 
member of the security 
forces entered the sub-
urb and started shooting 
in the air, leading to an 
exchange of fire with lo-
cal gunmen that left him 
dead. A day later, gunmen 
came from the Damascus 
suburb of Mleiha to Jara-
mana, where they clashed 
with Druze gunmen leav-
ing one Druze fighter 
dead and nine other peo-
ple wounded.

On March 1, Israel's De-
fence Ministry said the mil-
itary was instructed to pre-
pare to defend Jaramana, 
asserting that the minority 
it has vowed to protect was 
“under attack” by Syrian 
forces.

The Druze religious sect 
is a minority group that 
began as a 10th-centu-
ry offshoot of Ismailism, 
a branch of Shiite Islam. 
Over half of the roughly 1 
million Druze worldwide 
live in Syria. 

Sectarian clashes in Damascus 
suburb leave over 10 dead

Syria's new Islamist government security forces stand guard 
on the road leading to the airport, in the Damascus' suburb of 
Jaramana, following overnight sectarian clashes

22 people killed in restaurant 
fire in China

PTI, BEIJING:  Twenty-two 
people were killed in a res-
taurant fire in Liaoyang city 
of China's Liaoning province.

The fire broke out at 
12:25 p.m., killing 22 peo-
ple and injuring three oth-
ers, the State-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

There was no word on 
the cause of the fire.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping urged all-out efforts 
to treat those injured, the 
report said.

This is the second major 
fire incident in China this 
month. On April 9, 20 el-
derly people were killed 
in a fire at a nursing home 
in north China's Hebei 
province.

PTI, LONDON:  Foreign 
nationals who commit sex 
offences will be excluded 
from asylum protections in 
the UK as part of the new 
Border Security, Asylum 
and Immigration Bill, the 
British government an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The UK Home Office said 
any conviction of a crime 
that qualifies a foreign na-
tional for the sex offenders' 
register will lead to them 
being denied refugee status.

Under the United Na-
tions' Refugee Convention, 
countries are entitled to 
refuse asylum to terrorists, 
war criminals and individ-
uals convicted of a “par-
ticularly serious crime” 
who present a danger to 
the community – defined 
in the UK as an offence 
carrying a sentence of 12 
months or more.

“Sex offenders who pose a 
risk to the community should 
not be allowed to benefit 
from refugee protections in 
the UK. We are strengthening 
the law to ensure these ap-
palling crimes are taken se-
riously,” said Home Secretary 
Yvette Cooper.

“Nor should asylum seek-
ers be stuck in hotels at the 

taxpayers' expense during 
lengthy legal battles. That 
is why we are changing the 
law to help clear the backlog, 
end the use of asylum hotels 
and save billions of pounds 
for the taxpayer,” she said.

The law change, which 
will be introduced through 
a new amendment to the 
Border Security, Asylum 
and Immigration Bill, is also 
aimed at tackling violence 
against women and girls.

“We are determined to 
achieve our mission of 
halving violence against 
women and girls in a dec-
ade. That's exactly why we 
are taking action to ensure 
there are robust safeguards 
across the system, includ-
ing by clamping down on 
foreign criminals who com-
mit heinous crimes like sex 
offences,” said Jess Philips, 
UK's Safeguarding and Vi-
olence Against Women and 
Girls Minister.

The new bill will also 
introduce tougher meas-
ures to weed out people 
who pose as immigration 
lawyers or advisers, by of-
fering so-called “advice” to 
migrants on how to claim 
asylum in the UK and lodge 
fraudulent claims.

Sex offenders to be 
denied asylum under 

new UK law

AFP, STOCKHOLM: 
Three people were shot 
dead in a city north of 
the Swedish capital on 
Tuesday, police said, the 
latest shooting to rock 
the Nordic nation.

Police said they re-
ceived reports of shots 
fired in the centre of 
Uppsala, some 60 kilo-
metres (37 miles) north 
of the capital Stockholm 
and that "a certain num-
ber of people have been 
found with wounds that 
could have resulted from 
a shooting".

Sweden 
shooting kills 
three: Police


