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RJD leader and Leader 
of Opposition in Bihar 
Assembly Tejashwi Yadav 
during an event on the 
birth anniversary of 
Bhamshah, at the party 
office in Patna

Locals gather after a 
private bus overturned, 
in Mandi. At least 15 
passengers sustained 
injuries in the accident, 
according to officials

Firefighters try to douse 
a fire that broke out in 
an electronics goods 
showroom building, in 
the suburban Bandra 
area of Mumbai

Haj pilgrims being given 
a warm send off by their 
relatives and family 
members as they leave for 
the annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca shrine, at State Haj 
House in Bhopal

PATRIOTIC DREAMS

PTI, NEW DELHI:  As 
the Election Commission 
works to purify electoral 
rolls of duplicate entries, 
sources in the government 
asserted on Tuesday that 
Aadhaar sharing by vot-
ers on a voluntary basis as 
prescribed in the law will 
remain unaltered.

They underlined that 
sharing Aadhaar details 
with poll authorities is vol-
untary under the Election 
Laws (Amendment) Act, 
2021 and it will continue to 
remain so.

The sources also not-

ed that there is no plan to 
tweak the law or related 
rules in this regard.

They were responding to 
questions on whether there 
was a proposal to make 
Aadhaar sharing compul-
sory as also whether voters 
who don't share details will 
have to explain before poll 
authorities the reasons for 
not giving out details.

They said the ground 
rules will remain unaltered 
and no provision is pro-
posed to be added as of now.

Amid a debate on the 
purity of electoral rolls, 

the Election Commission 
had said last month that 
the regular updating pro-
cess of the voter list will 
be strengthened in close 
coordination with the birth 
and death registration au-
thorities.

Technical consultations 
between the Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India 
(UIDAI) and experts of the 
EC will begin soon on vot-
er list-Aadhaar linkage, it 
had said, adding though an 
elector can only vote in the 
assigned polling booth and 
nowhere else, the poll body 

has resolved to remove du-
plicates countrywide and 
end a decades-long issue 
within three months.

"Regular updation of the 
voter list shall be strength-
ened in close coordination 
with the birth and death 
registration authorities," 
the EC had said.

According to the pre-
vailing law, no entries in 
the electoral roll shall be 
deleted for inability of an 
individual to furnish or 
intimate Aadhaar number 
due to such sufficient cause 
as may be prescribed.

Duplicate entries in voters’ list: Aadhar 
sharing to remain voluntary

Youths, aspiring to join the Indian armed forces, train themselves under a retired soldier, near the International Border near 
the international border, in RS Pura sector of Jammu

PTI, SRINAGAR:  Nearly 
50 public parks and gar-
dens located in vulnerable 
areas of Kashmir valley 
have been shut as a pre-
cautionary measure in the 
wake of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, officials said on 
Tuesday.

Gates have been closed 

at 48 of the 87 public parks 
and gardens in Kashmir in 
view of the threat percep-
tion to tourists, they said.

They said the security 
review was an ongoing 
process and more locations 
may be added to the list in 
the coming days.

The officials said the 

48 tourist sites in Kashmir 
shut amid security concerns

Security personnel conduct a cordon and search operation as 
a security measure after the recent Pahalgam terror attack, in 
Anantnag, Jammu and Kashmir

841 Pakistanis 
sent back from 

Rajasthan
PTI, JAIPUR: In the wake of 
the Centre's directions after 
the Pahalgam terrorist at-
tack, 109 Pakistani nation-
als have been sent back from 
Rajasthan, while 841 people 
from minority communities 
in the neighbouring country 
have applied for a long-term 
visa (LTV) to stay in India.

According to information 
from the police headquar-
ters, 109 Pakistani citizens 
have recently been sent back 
to Pakistan from Rajasthan.

There were 841 people 
belonging to minority com-
munities in Pakistan who 
came to Rajasthan on vari-
ous visas and they have ap-
plied for LTV.

PTI, MANGALURU 
(KARNATAKA):  A wom-
an doctor working at a 
private hospital in Man-
galuru has come under 
police scrutiny after al-
legedly posting an "an-
ti-India message" on so-
cial media, police said.

In the controversial 
video post, the medical 
professional can pur-
portedly be heard saying, 
"I hate India".

City police on Mon-

day said they have tak-
en cognisance of the 
matter and are verify-
ing the authenticity of 
the post and the context 
in which the statement 
was made.

Woman doctor under 
police scanner over  
anti-India remark

City police on Monday 
said they have taken 
cognisance of the matter 
and are verifying the 
authenticity of the post 
and the context in which 
the statement was made
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PTI, NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday told the top de-
fence brass that the armed 
forces have "complete oper-
ational freedom" to decide 
on the mode, targets and 
timing of India's response to 
the Pahalgam terror attack, 
government sources said.

During a high-level meet-
ing, which was attended by 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval and the 
chiefs of three services, 
Modi affirmed that it is the 
national resolve to deal a 
crushing blow to terrorism, 
they said. Modi expressed 
complete faith and confi-
dence in the professional 
abilities of the armed forces.

"They have complete oper-
ational freedom to decide on 
the mode, targets and timing 
of our response," a source 

quoted Modi as saying.
Chief of Defence Staff 

General Anil Chauhan was 
also part of the meeting, 
which was held amid India 
weighing its options for 
countermeasures following 
the Pahalgam terror attack 
which left at least 26 civil-
ians, mostly tourists, dead.

Modi has vowed to pur-
sue the terrorists behind 
the attack and their patrons, 
a clear reference to Paki-
stan which has a history of 
sponsoring terror strikes in 
India, to the "ends of earth" 
and inflict the harshest pun-
ishment on them "beyond 
their imagination".

Terrorists had gunned 
down tourists, who were 
from different parts of the 
country, in the popular 
destination of Pahalgam in 
Kashmir exactly a week ago 
on April 22.

This most brutal attack 
on civilians in a long spell 
of time in the region has 
sparked a wave of outrage 
across the country and a 
demand for retaliatory ac-
tion against the perpetra-
tors and their handlers.

The prime minister's 
tough assertions coupled 
with his government's 
avowed muscular stand on 
the issues of national secu-

rity have heightened expec-
tations of a stringent coun-
teraction from India.

In the past, the Modi gov-
ernment carried out surgi-
cal strikes inside Pakistan 
after the terror attack on 
army soldiers in Uri in 2016 
and the Balakot air strike 
after the killings of CRPF 
personnel in Pulwama.

Following the terror 
strike in Pahalgam, India has 
taken a series of measures 
targeting Pakistan, includ-
ing putting in abeyance the 
Indus Waters Treaty with 
the neighbouring country.

Earlier in the day, Union 
Home Secretary Govind Mo-
han had chaired a high-level 
meeting which was attended 
by chiefs of three paramilitary 
forces and senior officers of 
two other security organisa-
tions, sources said. There was 
no official word on its agenda. 

 PM gives armed forces ‘full 
operational freedom’

Military to decide mode, targets and timing of India’s response 
Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan was 
also part of the meeting, which was held amid India 
weighing its options for countermeasures following the 
Pahalgam terror attack which left at least 26 civilians, 
mostly tourists, dead

PTI, NEW DELHI: Justice 
Bhushan Ramkrishna 
Gavai was on Tuesday 
appointed the next Chief 
Justice of India.

He would enter the of-
fice of the CJI on May 14, 
a day after incumbent 
CJI Justice Sanjiv Khan-
na retires.

The law ministry is-
sued a notification an-
nouncing Justice Gavai's 
appointment as 52nd 
chief justice of India.

"In exercise of the 
powers conferred by 
clause (2) of Article 124 
of the  Constitution of 
India, the President is 
pleased to appoint Shri 
Justice Bhushan 

As per laid down pro-
cedure, his name was 
recommended by CJI 
Khanna on April 16 to 
the central government.

Justice Gavai 
appointed 
next CJI


