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PTI, BIJAPUR:  Twenty-four 
Naxalites, including 14 with 
a total reward of Rs 28.50 
lakh on their heads, surren-
dered in Bijapur district of 
Chhattisgarh on Monday, a 
police official said.

The surrender comes 
amid a massive anti-Naxal 
operation involving around 
24,000 security personnel 
underway on hills of Bi-
japur bordering Telangana 
since April 21.

The surrendered Naxal-
ites include 11 women, the 
official said.

"They cited disappoint-
ment with the inhuman 
Maoist ideology, atrocities 
on local tribals by ultras 
and growing differences 
within the outlawed outfit. 
They are also impressed 
by 'Niyad Nellanar' (your 
good village) scheme of the 
state government aimed at 
facilitating development 
works in remote villages 
around security camps," 
Bijapur Superintendent of 
Police Jitendra Kumar Ya-
dav said.

"The surrendered cad-

res belong to different 
formations of east Bas-
tar division, Partapur 
area committee and west 
Bastar division of the 
Maoists. Of them, Sudru 
Hemla (33), a member of 
Bhairamgarh area com-
mittee, and Kamli Modi-
am alias Urmila (36), 
Partapur area committee 
member, carried rewards 
of Rs 5 lakh each on their 
heads," he said.

Jaymoti Punem (24) and 
Mangu Punem (21) carried 

a reward of Rs 3 lakh and 
Rs 50,000, respectively, the 
SP added.

"Shamnath Kunjam (40), 
Chaitu Kursam (30), Bu-
chchi Madvi alias Roshni 
(25), Sukhmati Ursa (28) 
and Somli Hemla (45) car-
ried a bounty of Rs 2 lakh 
each, while Bujji Padam 
(20), Sukko Punem (28), 
Hidme Veko (22), Soni 
Korsa (30) and Lachha Tati 
(25) were carrying reward 
of Rs 1 lakh each," Yadav 
informed.

24 Naxalites surrender 
in Chhattisgarh

A massive anti-Naxal operation involving around 24,000 
security personnel underway on hills of Bijapur bordering 
Telangana

PTI, HYDERABAD:  A 
Sub-Inspector of Police 
was on Monday caught 
red-handed by the An-
ti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) here for allegedly 
taking a bribe of Rs 22,000.

The SI attached to 
Shamirpet police station, 
Cybderabad Commission-
erate, was caught by the 
ACB, when he demanded 
and accepted Rs 22,000 as 
bribe from the complain-
ant for showing an official 
favour, an ACB release said. 
The official favour was "to 

exclude the complainant 
and his worker, from the 
cheating case registered 
by the Shamirpet police 
and to return the com-
plainant's cell phone," the 
release said.

The SI had already ac-
cepted Rs 2 lakh as bribe 
from the complainant.

The accused officer 
thereby performed his pub-
lic duty "improperly and 
dishonestly", the ACB said 
adding the bribe amount 
was recovered from him at 
his instance.

SI caught by ACB 
while taking bribe in 

Hyderabad

PTI, KOLKATA:  Over 400 
people, among the 25,753 
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff rendered jobless 
following the Supreme 
Court order on April 3, on 
Monday blocked the Hazra 
Crossing in south Kolkata 
demanding an audience 
with West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee. 
Traffic came to a standstill 
for nearly an hour along the 
busy Asutosh Mukherjee 
Road-Hazra Road crossing 
as protesters voiced their 
anger at being labelled 
"tainted" despite qualify-
ing in the 2016 WBSSC Re-
cruitment Test.

They demanded to be 
reinstated or at least al-
lowed to work until De-
cember 31, following the 
court's directive that al-
lowed some teachers to 
continue temporarily.

As police tried to stop 
them from moving to-
wards the CM's official 
residence in Kalighat area, 
around 1 km away, the 
protesters scuffled with 
police and squatted in the 
middle of the road.

Some of them were 
forced to board waiting 

Over 400 jobless Bengal school 
employees block Kolkata road

police vehicles, 
while others were 
persuaded to move 
to the side of road.

One protester, a 
woman lying in the 
middle of the road, 
refused to budge 
even after a senior 
police officer fold-
ed his hands and 
pleaded with her to 
move aside. 

Another protest-
er, holding up a 
photo of her OMR 
sheet, accused the 

SSC of playing a 
"divisive game" by 
excluding her name 
from the list of "not 
specifically tainted" 
candidates submit-
ted to the district 
inspector of schools 
in Cooch Behar.

"We are facing 
social humiliation 
despite clearing the 
SSC exams fairly 
before 2016," said 
one teacher, who 
did not want to be 
named. 

AP, BARCELONA: A major 
power outage hit Spain 
and Portugal on Monday, 
including their capitals, 
knocking out subway net-
works, phone lines, traffic 
lights and ATM machines. 
It is rare to have such a 
widespread outage there. 
Spanish generator Red 
Eléctrica said it affected 
the Iberian peninsula and 
the incident is being as-
sessed.

The countries have a 
combined population of 
more than 50 million peo-
ple. It was not immediate-
ly clear how many were 
affected.

Spain's public broad-
caster RTVE said a major 
power outage hit several 
regions of the country just 
after midday local time, 
leaving its newsroom, 
Spain's parliament in Ma-
drid and subway stations 
across the country in the 
dark.

A graph on Spain's elec-
tricity network website 
showing demand across 
the country indicated a 
steep drop around 12.15 
pm from 27,500MW to 
near 15,000MW.

A couple of hours lat-
er, Spain's electricity 
network operator said 
it was recovering power 
in the north and south 
of the peninsula, which 
would help to progres-
sively restore the elec-
tricity supply nation-
wide.

In Portugal, a country of 
some 10.6 million people, 
the outage hit the capital, 
Lisbon, and surrounding 
areas, as well as northern 
and southern parts of the 
country.

Portugal's government 
said the incident appeared 
to stem from problems 
outside the country, an 
official told national news 
agency Lusa.

“It looks like it was a 
problem with the distribu-
tion network, apparently 
in Spain. It's still being 
ascertained,” Cabinet Min-
ister Leitão Amaro was 
quoted as saying.

Portuguese distributor 
E-Redes said the outage 
was due to “a problem 
with the European elec-
tricity system,” according 
to Portuguese newspaper 
Expresso. The company 
said it was compelled to 
cut power in specific ar-
eas to stabilise the net-
work, according to Ex-
presso.

E-Redes said parts of 
France also were affected.

Several Lisbon subway 
cars were evacuated, re-
ports said. Also in Portu-
gal, courts stopped work 
and ATMs and electronic 
payment systems were af-
fected. Traffic lights in Lis-
bon stopped working.

It was not possible 
to make calls on mo-
bile phone networks, 
though some apps were 
working.

Major power outage 
reported in Spain, Portugal 

affects subway networks


