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Members of Bharatiya 
Kisan Union Welfare 
Foundation burn an effigy 
during a protest against 
the Pahalgam terror 
attack, in Dehradun

Account holders protest 
to get their deposits after 
the RBI's restrictions on 
the Co-operative Bank 
Ltd, in Thane

Farmer leader Sarwan 
Singh Pandher addresses 
the media outside the 
Integrated Check Post 
at Attari-Wagah border, 
near Amritsar

A motrcyclist wades 
through a waterlogged 
street after rainfall 
at Chandmari in 
Guwahati, Assam
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Policemen investigate after a mud mound collapsed while 
they were digging soil for house plastering, in Kaushambi 
district, Uttar Pradesh. At least five people were killed in 
the incident, according to officials

LONG SEASON AHEAD

Mephedrone worth Rs 8.15 cr seized from 
cement godown in Mumbai; two held
MUMBAI: Mumbai police have seized mephedrone worth 
Rs 8.15 crore from a cement godown and arrested two 
persons, an official said on Monday. The police have 
arrested the accused, Sadik Salim Sheikh (28), a resident 
of Bandra, and Mira Road resident Siraj Panjwani (57) 
under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act, the official said. He said Sheikh was caught 
in the Kajupada locality in Sakinaka last week, and 
mephedrone worth Rs 10 lakh was recovered from him. 
During interrogation, Sheikh said he had procured the 
contraband from Panjwani, who was subsequently nabbed 
from Mira Road, the official said. He said the accused 
informed the police that the drugs were made by one 
Kaluram Chowdhary at his cement godown, following 
which they raided the premises and recovered 4.5 kg of 
the contraband.

MP: 4-year-old girl raped in Jabalpur; case 
registered against unidentified person
JABALPUR: A four-year-old girl was raped by an 
unidentified person in Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh, a 
police official said on Monday. The incident took place 
on the night of April 26 in a village under Majhgawa 
police station limits, he said. "The girl got ready to go for 
a wedding function and went out of the house. However, 
she soon went missing and her kin mounted a search. 
She was spotted just 200 metres away from the house at 
around 10pm. There were injuries on her private parts. 
She has been hospitalised in Jabalpur," Majhgawa police 
station in charge Dhannu Singh said. 

Maoist woman member surrenders before 
police in Jharkhand's Bokaro
BOKARO (JHARKHAND): A woman member of the banned 
CPI (Maoist) surrendered before police in Jharkhand's 
Bokaro district on Monday, officials said. Sunita Murmu, 
alias Leelmuni Murmu (22), had managed to escape 
during an encounter between Maoists and security 
personnel in Bokaro district on April 21, in which eight 
Naxals were killed. She surrendered in the presence of 
Bokaro SP Manoj Swargiary, CRPF commandant and other 
senior officials. "Sunita was with the Maoists during the 
encounter but managed to escape. After wandering in 
the forests for a few days, she decided to lay down arms 
under the state's surrender policy," Swargiary said. She will 
get all the benefits as per the provisions of the surrender 
policy, he said.

Two held with arms in outer Delhi: Police
NEW DELHI: Two men were arrested while on their way 
to extort money in outer Delhi's Narela Industrial Area, 
an official said on Monday. The accused were identified 
as Deepak alias Lala (28) and Lekhraj alias Lekhu (32), 
the official said, adding that two bullets were recovered 
from Deepak, while a pistol loaded with one bullet was 
recovered from Lekhraj. The police said the duo were 
arrested last Saturday when they were heading towards 
Bhorgarh in northwest Delhi on a motorcycle, with an 
intent to extort money, Deputy Commissioner of Police 
(Outernorth) Nidhin Valsan said. The DCP said they were 
intercepted near Ganda Nala, behind the Samshan Ghat 
at Shahpur Garhi in Narela, when they tried to flee upon 
seeing a police team patrolling the area.

Gambling den busted in Latur, 10 arrested
LATUR: Ten persons were arrested after a gambling den 
was busted in Latur, a police official said on Monday.
The raid took place in Mitra Nagar on April 25, during 
which cash, mobile phones and gambling items 
cumulatively worth Rs 5.89 lakh were seized, he said.
The 10 persons have been charged under Maharashtra 
Prevention of Gambling Act, the official added. 

Delhi max temp 40.4 deg C, air quality remains poor
NEW DELHI: Delhi recorded a maximum temperature of 
40.4 degrees Celsius on Monday, 1.4 degrees above the 
season's average, according to the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD).   The minimum temperature settled 
at 23.2 degrees Celsius, slightly below the normal by 0.6 
degrees. The relative humidity ranged between 43 per 
cent and 32 per cent during the day.   Meanwhile, the 
city's air quality continued to remain in the 'poor' category 
for the seventh consecutive day. The average Air Quality 
Index (AQI) was recorded at 266 at 4 pm, according to the 
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

PTI, JAMMU:  The Jam-
mu and Kashmir Assem-
bly unanimously passed a 
resolution on Monday ex-
pressing shock and anguish 
over the Pahalgam terrorist 
attack and resolved to fight 
resolutely to defeat the ne-
farious designs to disturb 
communal harmony and 
hinder progress.

The resolution, moved 
by Deputy Chief Minister 
Surinder Choudhary dur-
ing a special session of the 
Assembly, was passed by 
voice vote. At the beginning 
of the session, House mem-
bers observed a two-min-
ute silence to pay homage 
to the 26 people killed in 
the attack last week.

"The Legislative Assem-
bly of Jammu and Kashmir 
reaffirms its unwavering 
commitment to foster an 
environment of peace, de-
velopment, and inclusive 

prosperity for all its citizens, 
and to resolutely defeat the 
nefarious designs of those 
who seek to disturb the 
communal harmony and 
progress of the nation and 
of Jammu and Kashmir," the 
resolution stated.

 Concluding a discussion 
on the resolution, Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah, 
who also holds the tourism 
portfolio, condemned the 
Pahalgam terror attack and 
admitted that he failed in his 
responsibility of ensuring a 
safe return for tourists.

"As the chief minister and 
tourism minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir, I had invited 
these people here. It was 
my responsibility to ensure 
they were sent back safely 
to their homes. I could not 
send them back," he said.

 Abdullah further said 
he had no words to apolo-
gise to them. "What could I 

have told a child whose fa-
ther was stained with blood 
wounds, or to the woman 
who was just married? 
They were seeking answers 
as to what their mistake 
was, as they had come for 

the first time to enjoy holi-
days in Kashmir," he said.

The chief minister, howev-
er, noted that even in the face 
of this inhuman and dastard-
ly attack, a new ray of hope 
has emerged from Kashmir.

J-K Assembly passes resolution 
denouncing Pahalgam attack

NEW DELHI:  The gov-
ernment has blocked 
16 Pakistani YouTube 
channels for allegedly 
disseminating "false, 
provocative and com-
munally sensitive con-
tent" about India and 
has also strongly object-
ed to the BBC's report-
age on the Pahalgam 
attack, officials said on 
Monday. The govern-
ment's move follows 
recommendations from 
the Ministry of Home 
Affairs in the wake of the 
April 22 terror attack in 
the upper reaches of the 
Kashmir resort town in 
which 26 people, most-
ly tourists, were killed. 
Besides, the Ministry of 
External Affairs will be 
monitoring reporting of 
the BBC, which termed 
terrorists as militants, 
officials said. 

The YouTube chan-
nels blocked are Dawn 
News, Irshad Bhatti, 
SAMAA TV, ARY NEWS, 
BOL NEWS, Raftar, The 
Pakistan Reference, Geo 
News, Samaa Sports, 
GNN, Uzair Cricket, 
Umar Cheema Exclu-
sive, Asma Shirazi, 
Muneeb Farooq, SUNO 
News and Razi Naama.

"On the recommen-
dations of the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, the 
Government of India 
has banned Pakistani 

India bans 16 Pakistani 
YouTube channels over 

anti-India content
YouTube channels for dis-
seminating provocative and 
communally sensitive con-
tent, false and misleading 
narratives and misinforma-
tion against India, its Army 
and security agencies in the 
backdrop of the tragic Pahal-
gam terror incident in Jammu 
and Kashmir," officials said.

In a missive to BBC In-
dia head Jackie Martin, the 
MEA conveyed the country's 
strong sentiments over the 
reporting on the Pahalgam 
terror attack.  It objected to 
the description of terrorists 
as "militants" in its reporting 
on the Pahalgam tragedy.

  In one news flash, the BBC 
said, “Pakistan suspends vi-
sas for Indians after deadly 
Kashmir attack on tourists”. 
This was flagged by the gov-
ernment as objectionable. "A 
formal letter has been sent 
to the BBC on terming terror-
ists as militants. The Exter-
nal Publicity Division of the 
MEA will be monitoring the 
reporting of the BBC," an offi-
cial added.  

The government has also 
blocked a message doing the 
rounds on WhatsApp terming 
it as "misleading". The mes-
sage talked about the con-
tribution of one rupee every 
day for "modernisation of the 
Indian Army and for soldiers 
who are injured or martyred 
in the war zone".

PTI, JAMMU:  Pakistani 
troops resorted to unpro-
voked firing in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Poonch and 
Kupwara districts, con-
tinuing with their cease-
fire violations along the 
LoC, Army officials said 
on Monday. This was the 
fourth consecutive night 
that Pakistan resorted to 
small-arms fire along the 
Line of Control (LoC) and 
came amid heightened 
tension between New 
Delhi and Islamabad fol-
lowing last week's terror 
attack in Pahalgam.

A defence spokesper-
son said, "During the night 
of April 27-28, Pakistan 
Army posts initiated un-
provoked small arms fire 
across the LoC in areas 
opposite Kupwara and 
Poonch districts."

Indian troops respond-
ed swiftly and effectively, 
he added. 

There were no report 
of any casualty. Pakistani 
Army fired at different In-
dian positions along the 

Line of Control (LoC) on 
Thursday night, as well as 
on the intervening nights 
of April 25-26 and April 26-
27, each time meeting with 
appropriate response.

The Pakistan military 
has been put on high alert 
following India's assertion 
that it would hunt down 
the terrorists involved in 
the Pahalgam strike.

In view of the cross-bor-
der linkages to the Pa-
halgam attack, India last 
Wednesday announced a 

raft of punitive measures, 
including the suspension 
of the 65-year-old Indus 
Waters Treaty, closing of 
the Attari land-border 
crossing and the expul-
sion of Pakistani military 
attaches.

New Delhi also asked 
all Pakistanis who entered 
the country via the Atta-
ri land border to leave by 
May 1.

In its response, Pakistan 
on Thursday announced 
shutting its airspace to all 

Pak violates ceasefire for 4th 
consecutive night; targets Poonch 

WILL NOT CITE TERROR ATTACK TO PUSH 
FOR STATEHOOD RESTORATION: OMAR

PTI, JAMMU:  Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Monday said he will not take advantage 
of the Pahalgam terror attack to press for restoration 
of the Union Territory's statehood.  "The security in 
Jammu and Kashmir is not the responsibility of the 
UT's elected government. But I will not use this occa-
sion to seek statehood. How can I push for statehood 
now? I do not believe in cheap politics. Should I have 
no value for the 26 lives lost and go to the Centre de-
manding statehood now?" Abdullah said, winding up 
the discussion on a resolution passed on the Pahalgam 
terror attack in the legislative assembly. He was refer-
ring to some members in the House who demanded 
statehood restoration to defeat terrorism in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

PTI, GUWAHATI:  Twen-
ty-four people have been 
arrested in Assam so far 
for "defending Pakistan 
on Indian soil" following 
the Pahalgam terror at-
tack, Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma said on 
Monday. Among those ap-
prehended is opposition 
AIUDF MLA Aminul Islam, 
who was booked on sedi-
tion charges for allegedly 
defending Pakistan and 
its complicity in the Pahal-
gam attack.

In a post on X at 7.30 
pm, Sarma said, "24 Anti 
Nationals are behind the 
bars now."

Earlier in the day, he 
said the number of arrests 
was 22.

The two latest arrests 
were made in Sribhumi 
district and Kamrup dis-
trict, he said.

On Saturday, Sarma had 
said that if required, provi-
sions of the National Secu-
rity Act would be imposed 
on the arrested.

24 arrested 
for Pro-Pak 
assertions

A farmer removes soil for preparing ground for planting, under a cloudy sky on the outskirts of Jagdalpur, in Bastar district

PTI, CHANDIGARH:  The 
Punjab government will 
deploy an anti-drone sys-
tem by September or Octo-
ber to check the smuggling 
of narcotics and weapons 
through unmanned aerial 
vehicles from Pakistan, 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav said 
on Monday.  Addressing 
reporters here, the DGP 
said the testing of the an-
ti-drone system has been 
completed. "We have 
conducted tests of the 

anti-drone system at the 
Indo-Pak border and our 
officers have also held 
meetings with the Minis-
try of Home Affairs in this 
regard. By September or 
October, Punjab will install 
the anti-drone system on 
the second line of defence, 
in coordination with the 
Border Security Force 
(BSF)," he said.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) government in the 
state had said last month 
that it would take the help 

of anti-drone technology 
to check the smuggling of 
narcotics, arms and am-
munition from across the 
border.

Yadav further said that 
5,500 home guards will 
soon be recruited.

The state government 
had earlier announced 
that 5,500 home guards 
would be recruited as part 
of the efforts to strengthen 
the second line of defence 
at the international border.

The DGP said the Punjab 

government is also exam-
ining a proposal to set up 
exclusive NDPS (Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act) courts in 
the state.

"We have requested the 
government to set up 30 
exclusive NDPS courts. Af-
ter taking concurrence of 
the high court, the govern-
ment will spend Rs 22.8 
crore annually on setting 
up these courts. The pro-
posal is under active con-
sideration," he said.

Punjab govt to deploy anti-drone system to 
check smuggling of drugs, weapons
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POLICE CONDUCT SEARCHES AT PREMISES 
OF TERRORISTS, ASSOCIATES IN J&K

PTI,  JAMMU: Police have conducted searches at the 
premises of several terrorists operating from Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) and their associates in Doda 
and Kishtwar districts of Jammu and Kashmir, official 
sources said.  Extensive searches are being carried 
out at the residences of terrorists and their associates 
in connection with ongoing investigations under the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), the sources 
said. Police teams conducted searches at the premises 
of several individuals believed to be connected to ter-
ror groups and those operating from PoK in Doda and 
Kishtwar districts on Monday, they added.


