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PTI, KATHMANDU:  At 
least seven teachers and 
a few policemen were in-
jured in Kathmandu city of 
Nepal on Sunday as clashes 
erupted between the two 
sides during a demonstra-
tion for education reforms 
and a pay increase. The 
police used baton charges 
and water cannons to dis-
perse thousands of agitat-
ing teachers who tried to 
break the security cordon 
to enter the restricted area 
in Nayabaneshwor area of 
Kathmandu, an eyewitness 
said.

The witness said a few 
policemen also suffered 
injuries.

Tens of thousands of 
school teachers from dif-
ferent parts of the coun-
try, demanding reforms in 
school education and an 
increase in pay and perks, 
have been staging demon-
strations for nearly one 
month in Kathmandu.

Their main demand is 
the passing of the School 
Education Bill by the par-
liament.

Last week, Minister for 
Education, Science and 
Technology Bidya Bhat-
tarai was forced to resign 
and replaced by Raghuji 
Panta for the minister's 
failure to address the agi-
tating teachers' concerns.

AP, DEIR AL-BALAH:  
Hospitals in the Gaza Strip 
received the remains of 
51 Palestinians killed in 
Israeli airstrikes in the 
past 24 hours, the local 
Health Ministry said Sun-
day, bringing the Pales-
tinian death toll from the 
18-month-old Israel-Ha-
mas war to 52,243. Israel 
ended its ceasefire with 
Hamas by launching a sur-
prise bombardment on 
March 18, and has been 
carrying out daily waves 
of strikes. Ground forces 
have expanded a buffer 
zone and encircled the 
southern city of Rafah, and 
now control around 50 
per cent of the territory.

Israel has also sealed off 
the territory's 2 million Pal-
estinians from all imports, 
including food and med-
icine, for nearly 60 days. 
Aid groups say supplies 
will soon run out and that 
thousands of children are 
malnourished.

The overall death toll in-
cludes nearly 700 bodies 

for which the documenta-
tion process was recently 
completed, the ministry 
said in its latest update. 
The daily toll includes 
bodies retrieved from 
the rubble after earlier 
strikes.

Israeli strikes killed an-
other 17 people after the 
ministry's update. Eight 
of them, including three 
children and two women, 
were killed in a strike on a 
tent in the southern city of 
Khan Younis, according to 
Nasser Hospital. A strike 
in the central city of Deir 
al-Balah killed four people, 
according to Al-Aqsa Mar-
tyrs Hospital, and another 
on a tent there killed four 
children and a man, the 
hospital said.

Israeli authorities say 
the renewed offensive and 
tightened blockade are 
aimed at pressuring Ha-
mas to release hostages 
abducted in its Oct. 7, 2023, 
attack that triggered the 
war. Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has vowed 

to continue the war until 
Hamas is destroyed or dis-
armed and all the hostages 
are returned.

Hamas has said it will 
only release the remaining 
59 hostages — 24 believed 
to be alive — in exchange 
for Palestinian prisoners, 
a lasting ceasefire and 
a full Israeli withdrawal 

from Gaza, as called for in 
the now-defunct ceasefire 
reached in January.

Hamas-led militants 
killed some 1,200 peo-
ple, mostly civilians, in 
the Oct. 7 attack and took 
251 people hostage. Most 
have since been released 
in ceasefire agreements or 
other deals.

 Gaza health ministry reports 51 deaths from 
Israeli strikes, raising war toll to 52,000

GAZA FACES HUMANITARIAN CRISIS AS 60-DAY 
BLOCKADE LEAVES FAMILIES WITHOUT FOOD

AP, KHAN YOUNIS (GAZA STRIP): For nearly 60 days, no 
food, fuel, medicine or other item has entered the Gaza 
Strip, blocked by Israel. Aid groups are running out of 
food to distribute and markets are nearly bare. Palestin-
ian families are left struggling to feed their children.  In 
the sprawling tent camp outside the southern city of 
Khan Younis, Mariam al-Najjar and her mother-in-law 
emptied four cans of peas and carrots into a pot and 
boiled it over a wood fire. They added a little bouillon 
and spices. That, with a plate of rice, was the sole meal 
on Friday for the 11 members of their family, including 
six children. Among Palestinians, "Fridays are sacred," a 
day for large family meals of meat, stuffed vegetables or 
other rich traditional dishes, al-Najjar said.

Gaza Strip shows smoke plumes rising following explosions 
inside the Palestinian territory

Palestinians queue for a hot meal at a charity kitchen run 
by the United Nation's World Food Programme (WFP) at the 
Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip 
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AP, SEOUL:  Lee Jae-myung, 
a liberal who wants greater 
economic parity in South 
Korea and warmer ties 
with North Korea, became 
the main opposition par-

ty's presidential candidate 
on Sunday, solidifying his 
position as front-runner 
to succeed recently ousted 
conservative President Yoon 
Suk Yeol. The former Dem-

Lee Jae-myung nominated as South Korea’s 
opposition presidential candidate

ocratic Party chief had led 
the opposition-controlled 
parliament's impeachment 
of Yoon over the imposition 
of martial law in December. 
The country's Constitution-
al Court formally dismissed 
Yoon earlier this month, 
prompting a snap presiden-
tial election on June 3 to find 
a new president.

In a nationally televised 
announcement, the Demo-
cratic Party announced Lee 
won its presidential nomina-
tion with nearly 90 per cent 
of the votes cast during the 
primary that ended Sunday, 
defeating two competitors.

“Now, the people and 
our party colleagues gave 

me an opportunity to win 
back presidency and build 
a new, real Republic of Ko-
rea. Thank you! I'll humbly 
uphold that ardent, serious 
order,” Lee said in a victory 
speech, as his supporters 
shouted his name.

Lee, 60, who served as the 
governor of South Korea's 
most populous Gyeonggi 
province and a mayor of 
Seongnam city, is the clear 
favourite to win the election.

In a Gallup Korea poll 
released on Friday, 38 per 
cent of respondents chose 
Lee as their preferred 
choice, while all other 
aspirants obtained sin-
gle-digit ratings.

Kathmandu teachers’ 
protest turns violent; dozens 
injured in clash with police

AP, LA GRAND COMBE: 
A man suspected of kill-
ing a Muslim worshipper 
in a mosque in the south 
of France was still on 
the run Sunday, author-

French mosque stabbing: 
Suspect still at large after 

killing worshipper
ities said, in an attack 
described by Prime Min-
ister Francois Bayrou as 
Islamophobic. Both men 
were alone in the mosque 
in the former mining 
town of La Grand Combe 
on Friday when the vic-
tim was fatally stabbed. 
The assailant recorded 
the attack on his phone, 
and security camera foot-
age showed him shouting 
insults at “Allah,” which 
means God in Arabic, lo-
cal media said.

Local prosecutor Ab-
delkrim Grini said Sun-
day that investigators are 
taking into account “the 
possibility that this was an 
Islamophobic act. It's the 
one we're working on first, 
but it's not the only one,” 
he said.

“Racism and hatred 
based on religion will nev-
er have a place in France,” 
French President Emma-
nuel Macron said. “Reli-
gious freedom is inviola-
ble.”

Grini said images of the 
stabbing he watched as 
part of the investigation 
were “horrifying” and that 
police forces were work-
ing non-stop to try and 
arrest the suspect, with 70 
investigators deployed.

“We're being particu-
larly vigilant to make sure 
he doesn't claim any more 
victims,” Grini said. He 
added that the suspect is 
a man born in France in 
2004, who lived in the area 
and did not have a crimi-
nal record. 


